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TO THE 
LORDS AND COMMONS 


MEMBERS OF THE BRITISII PARLIAMENT. 


a 


MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 


Tus affairs of India are become Jo important as to demand 
nearly the fame prudence and energy as thofe of Great Britain 
iupelf| And itis for the..Ravliament of this Country to take 
thofe meafieres, and concur in giving that power, which is necef- 
fury for increafing as much as poffible the advantages to be 
derived from Indian Territory and Indian Commerce, and at 


the fame time for averting the dangers attendant on their po 


Jeffion : 


Lo you, my Lords and Geathmen, the Members of the 

* Britifo Parliament, I therefore dedicate this Work ; Jor it is 
caf to fie, that difeuffions of the uinaft confeguchee relating to 
India,will foon be fubsuitted to your judgment, and you cannot 
*A4 be. 
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be too carly prepared to meet their diftufion. PVithout pofefing 
the local or minute knowledge of the fubjett, which men do 
who have pafed the greateft part of their lives in the fervice 
of the Company, I flill have an advantage in anokber way, 
Lam not aGuated by thofe prejudices and predilections which 
every man poffefiés, nore or lefi, when he treats on a fib» 
ject in which he and his friends have an intercfled con- 
cern FWith but few exceptions, the Writers on India 
Affairs are of that defeription Livery thing they produce is 
tindtured with the feelings or wifhes of the man. Treating the 
Subj on the Great and General Scale of Political and Come 
mercial Principles, it occurred to me, might be of fome ufe in 
the prefent conjunure 3 and if my information or knowledge is 
not equal to that of fome Writers on the fame fubjedt, at leaft 
none ever wrote on it that had left intereft to miflead others, or 


be himself mifled, 


You will obferve in the courfe of this work, my Lords and 
Gentlemen, that the moft lucrative commerce in the world, and 
that which has enriched all the nations that ever poffeffed it, as 

Jar back as Hiftory traces the aétions of men, produces little . 
advantage either to the Wation or the Company 3 and it will 
alfo be feen why it is fo, and how it may be remedied. But the 


1 moft 
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moft important point of all, is, that fiperiority which foreigners, 

trading to India, have over the fubjedts of his Majefty ; a 
Superiority which, if not difcontinued by wife and falutary ree 
gulations,,may banifh both Trade and Capital to a large amount 
Jrom this Country. 


On thefe important objects I beg leave to fubmit my ideas 3 


and, as being of great national confequence, to folicit your 
atiention to then 


I have the honour to be, with great refpelt,~ 


MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 


Your moft obedient and devoted fervant — 


7 , WILLIAM PLAYFAIR. 


November 1799s 


PREFACE. 





HE following StriGures on India Affairs are writ- - 

ten on a different plan from any of thofe numer- 

ous publications, which have yet appeared on that im- 
portant fubjec. 


India Affairs have attained fuch importance, that 
prudent management, and well directed efforts, in thofe 
who direct them are become more than ever eflential to 
the profperity of this Country; And it is a matter of re~ 
gret, that the attention of thofe who immediately fuper- 
intend them, inftead of being turned to the general good, 
{eems fometimes to be influenced by a narrower policy 
than ought to be looked for in the Managers of fo great 
a Company. 

In the correfpondence with Mr, Dundas, relative and 
priot to the renewal of the Charter, it may be feen how 
tenacious the Direétors were of their rights, merely be- 
caufe they were rights; and that the aim, on their part, 
was to keep all that could be retained, a policy fometimes 
not wife, and oftentimes not juft. : 


The affairs of India are in themfelves greatly compli- 
cated, the etcrnal details into which thofe who have 
treated of them continually fall, confufe the mind, and 
prevent any-conclufion from being fatisfactorily drawn, 
Let us inftance the debates on the Shipping intereft, 
where fpecches and pamphlets almoft innumerable have 

been 
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been employed, not to clear up, but to confufe a topick 
in itfelf extremely fimple; and not fo much the object 
of complex inveftigation as of plain common fenfe. Ob- 


- ferve again the long debates upon perfonal queftions, and. ' 


the little attention to general interefl, and forming fuch 
arrangements, as will ameliorate the {late of the Com- 
pany, which has been the prey of individuals in India 
ever fince it acquired territorial poffeffions. An evil 
avifing from the want of uniform plans and prudent 
financial arrangements. 


A Commerce the moft ,produ@tive in the world; a 
Commerce which has enriched whole nations in all ages, 
only divides £.60,000 a-ycar more than common in~ 
tereft for the amount of ftock !! and this too with the 
aid of a territorial revenue greater than that of England 
in the time of George the Tirft, and equal to that of the 
Emperor of all the Ruflias at the prefent day; yet 
budget after budget is produced, without any one ever 
enquiring how all this comes about. Millions upon 
millions, and crores upon crores, appear and vanifh like 
Chinefe fhadows, leaving but a remembrance behind ; 
while the nation at large, receiving little or no advan- 
tage, is at a very heavy expence to maintain a Naval 
force in the Indian Ocean. 


The true criterion of advantage in Commerce, is 
found in its paying for its own maintenance and protec- 
tion. Now our trade to India, at prefent in the hands’ 
of the Company, by no means anfwers that .defcription ; 
for if to the expences which the Company annually dif- 
burfe, are added thofe paid by the nation for our Naval 

; Jiftablifh- 
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‘Eftablifhment in that quarter of the globe, we fhall find 
a lofs inftead of a profit. 


It is with a view of accomplithing a total change of 
fyftem, by eftablifhing one more liberal, with views 
more extended, and above all, more calculated to recon- 
cile other nations to our great commercial profperity, 
that thefe Srricrures are fubmitted to the public. 
The difcuffion leads to objects of the greateft magni- 
tude; fo great as not to be tredted fimply as an affair 
of commercial lofs or gain, but as a whole, forming a 
great political engine, involvjng the deareft interefts of 


this country. 


To the Board of Control, we mutt chiefly look for 
protection againft political danger; and it affords the 
higheft gratification to obferve that the Members of that 
Board, have hitherto aéted with firmnefs, and at the 
fame time witlt-modératitn ;~but Wwe conceive, never- 
thelefs, that the time is not very diftant, when it will 
be neceffary to eftablifh a more dire&t and immediate 
control than through the prefent circuitous courfe, 


To the Court of Dire&tors is confided commercial 
arrangement, it being allowed they poffefs a fupexior 
fhare of mercantile information; they will therefore be 
relied on, to harmonize and unite the advantages of 
general commerce, with the fpirit of their cxclufive 
Gharter. The fyftem, in regard to gencral and free 
trade, under .the reftritions which the Governor 
‘General of India has judicioufly introduced, cannot fail 
of producing very great ‘advantages ‘to the nation at 

ey _ > darge 


, 
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large; “but, without injuring the intercfls of the Com- 
pany; a little further extention of Lord Mornington’s 
wile and fulutary meafure, flowing {pontancoully from 
the body his Lordthip reprefents, would on the one 
hand, on equitable and reciprocal principles, conciliate 
the rree rraptrs to’ India, while, on the other, it 
would prolong the exiflence of the Halt Indta Com- 
pany, as a chartered body. 
1 


It is neceflary in this place to obferve, that feveral 


‘great queflions muft foon be agitated—~ol thele the 


Free Trade is one—Theannual fum to be paid to Go-~ 
vernment is another; befides thofe which a general 
peace muft neceflarily occafion. It is our wilh to an- 
ticipate thefe great quellions, and to point out the betl 
means of difcufling and refolving them; And as the fol- 
lowing work comcs from the pen of one not in any 
manner perfonally concerned in India Aflairs, it is 
hoped that it will be found candid; and fo far fuperior 
in claim to thofe which have been publifhed by others, 
neceflarily biafled through their individual views and 
interefts. Should the Author have incautioufly fallen 
into a miftake, he trufls he may meet with the indul- 
gence of the Reader, as he has throughout ftudioully 
governed himlelf by what he deemed the belt infor- 
mation. 


He farther begs Icave to fate, that another objectin 
the following theets is to unite the profperity of this 
Country with the views and interefls of commercial 
men; to promote the public Revenue; to extend Na- 

vigation, 


" 


f 
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vigation, by drawing to Britifh ports, in Britifh bot- 
toms, the furplus trade of India; and to prevent, as 

much as poflible, with duc regard to found policy and 
juflice, the interference of Foreign Nations in our 
Eaftern Commerce. For while there remains Britith 

capital to be employed, it ought to be employed at 

home, and in that commerce which is moft likely to’ 
enrich the State as well as the Individual. It is alfo to 

be obferved, that inftead of fo great proportion of this 

valuable branch of trade being, from exclufive Reftric- 

tions, diverted into other channels, it is for the intereft 

of thé Eaft India Company, as it is befide the wifh of Go- 
vernment, that the whole of the produce and manufac- 

tures of our Afiatic Dependencies fhould, as the grand 

emporium, centre in Great Britain, Imprefied with thefe 

fentiments, the Writer does not hefitate to fubmit his 

Work to the “ Proprrerors or East-Inpia Stock,” to 

CoMMERCIAL MEN or Every Description, and to ALL 

YHOSE who are in any fhape concerned in East Invia 

Arrarrs, or who may with to artain a KNOWLEDGE of 
them. 


‘The Writer trufts that he has brought into difcuffion 
fuflicient matter to prove the neceflity of fome altcration 
in the fyftem of our commerce to India; and though he 
does not prefume to dictate, he neverthelefs flatters him- 
felf, that fome of his fuggeftions may be found ufeful ; 
and fuch as may, on the one hand, aflord additional fecu- 
rity and confidence to the Proprictors of Eaft India 
Stock, while it will on the other, with fome modifica- 
tion, fatisfy the claims of our.countrymen, who, with 

* pa "  s Jarge 
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large capitals, are cager to reap the gleanings of Hallern, 
Commerce *, Proper regulations, fan@ioned by the Com-. 
pany, would deftroy the 1LLusive term. ILLICIT TRADE), 
prevent its baneful cffects, and, ou the whole, produce a. 
fource of additional revenuo and power to this nation, , 
already poflefling, ina great meafure, the trade and con~. 
fidence of the wHoLE woRLD, : 


* Thofe capitals muft neceffarily be employed in trades and, if ejected here, willy 
find their way to more congenial climes, where they will be cheerfully received; but 
their operation under the aufpices of the Company would be produdtive of much 
real benefit. tis impoffible that any,well-wifher to Great Britain can fee with in- 
difference the transfer of a large capital from this country to a forcign people, On, 
capital depends trade ; and trade determines our national property and wealth, and 
is the only means by which we can maintain the fuperiority we have acquired in the 
political {cale of urope—Were it even to be the cafe that the ufe of Britith capital 
was rejected at home, and confequently driven to foreign fhores, for proteSion and, 
employment; we fhould foon have the mortification to behold the induftry, enters 
prite, and zeal of Britith merchants, reluétantly impoyerifhing their own country, 
ta enrich, by the means of our Todian tiade, the ports of Lifbon, Copenhagen, Got 
tenburgh, and Oflend 11! while the banka of the Thames would oxhibit the fad ro~ 
yerf{e of departed Commerce, and call to recollection the deftructive effeéts of imvont. 
TIG RESTRICTIONS, Of LLL-JUNGED PREFERENCRS, and RUINOUE MONOPOLY, 


EXPLA- 


EXPLANATION OF THE CHART. 





HE annexed ‘Cuarr of the Exports and Imports to and from India dur- 
ing the prefent Century is done by a mode which I invented in the 
year 1794. 


Previous {o the obforvations I haye to make’on the progroffive increafe, it 
is neceflary that I fhould fay fomething of this mode of reprefenting accounts, 
for the ufe of thofe who may not be acqyainted with it.. 


Geography, {6 eafy a ftady witli the help of maps, would’be nearly im- 
praGicable without their aid; and even Chronology has derived great ad- 
vantage from the application of lines to reprefont the ages that are paft, and 
thofe confpicuous perfons who flourifhed or lived in them.. 


The application of'lincs to matters of finance isin its principle equally ac- 
ourate, as in thor other ttadies “andy though more recent and lets known, 
will be found in time to be equally ufeful. It has met with an unequivocal 
and unfufpeéled approbation from fome of the firll men of the prefent ago, 
in different countries; and a fow minutes employed in underftanding its 
nature, will prevent all fature trouble to thofe who with to make it ufefill to» 


themfelycs, . 


i ‘ ‘ 

In the progrefs of commerce and finance, it is the proportional increafe or 
decreafe that is the principal obje& ; and as the eyc is the beft judge of pro~ 
portion, to it we appeal. 


, Lhe horizontal lines paffing from left’ to right, reprefent the. sums or 
Monny as marked at the end of each; and the perpendicular lines the years 
marked at the bottom of cach of them; in all Charts of this nature, 
the waving lines that go acrofs, rcprefent tlic progrefs of the exports or 
importsin queftion, 

Thus 
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Thus we fee, that in the beginning of the century our exports amounted 
io £.1J0,000, our imporls to £.440,000. In 1780 the exports had rifen to 
£700,000, and the imports to more than’ f.900,000, In 1780 the increate 
is greater (ull, for the imporls are al £.1,500,500, while the exports remain, 
under £°.900,000, 


The great inereafe fince then has principally been oceafioned by the Com~ 
mutation Tax, which brought into England, by the regular channel, what 
ufed to come fraudulently and circuitoufly, : 


The waving lines fhew the amount of the commerce at any given time ; 
and they rife and fall for the fine reafon that a pile of twenty grincas is 


higher than a pile of ten. sO, 


Whatever information is capable of being communicated in {his way may 
indeed be given in a printed table in figures; but this chart, though it docs 
not give it with fo much accuracy, gives it in amore ufeful manner for 
general revfoning, becaufe, in the firtt place, the evaé amount never being 
known, the minute apparent accuracy of a printed table is ufolets ; and, in 
the feceond place, if is the comparative amount and the general progrefh that 
is of valuo to be known, whith thefs’ fort of-Ghtuxtegiverten “molt im- 
preffive and durable manner, by giving form and thape to what, in the com 
mon numerical Mlatements, are a number of detached parts, requiring: ¢ 
confiderable cifort of memory to retain, 


Tu looking at this Charl, we cannot boall much of the immenfily of our 
Tndian Commerce : but we may be pleafed with the progrefs il is making, 
particularly finee the Conmutition Al; and we need yol doubt but thitt, it 
the Company will be at the tropble to adopt the method propofed in this 
Work, of giving thort bills, and on good terms, to thofé who have realized 
fortunes in India, they will find money enough by that means to puy fox. all 
the inveflments they have to make in addition to the goods fept from this 


country, 


U 4 
The part that is flained bluc between the iwo lines is the balance agningt 


this country; that isto fay, difference of files and purchafes, which is to be 
. paid 
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paid in moncy , and though it is true thal nothing has been foirrgpular, and. 
varied fo prodigioully, is the quantity of byllion-remitted {o India, yet, ul« 
Jowance being made for private’ trade and private properly, we fhall find 
that, upon the whole, it haa pretty segilat proportion to the balance here 
oxprlled to bo'againit us. 
t 

Tt would be a very important.thing to diminifh this balange, and might 
cafily be done, if the free traders were allowed to carry on their commerce 
on the footing we propofe. The manners and tafte of the inhabitants, and 
their wants, fhould be Qudicd and enquircd into, that we might fupply them 
with things fuch as they would like to purchafe. Hitherto the Company 
has fent out articles at‘random, or by regular cuftom and routine, and the 
captains and other officers have takea oyt fich goods as they individually 
could get credit for, or thought they could fell, Sometimes they have done 
fo to great advantage, and fomctimes at confiderable lofs, but never to a 
confiderable amount + in fhort, zbe trade has never been done juftice to, par- 
ticularly in the export line. We have explained how a great company never 
can itfelf do it this juflice ; and therefore it is from-mercantile men, trading 
for their own account, that we can alone expect this great reform in our trade 
to India, by which hitherto a very confiderable portion of the precious me- 
tals are cannicd off every year, and that portion which goes to China néver 


returns. 


It would be worthy the Legiflature of this Country to atiend to the cx- 
tenfion of the fale of Biitith manufadures in thofe countries that are too 
diflant for private adventurers to explore. A colleétion of the wearing apparel, 
the culery, toys, trinkets, and particularly {pecimens or patterns fhewing their 
tafle in printed Nufts, fhould be made, fo that the ingenuity of dur manafae~ 
turers might know on what to exert itfelf, This might be donc at little ex- 
pence, and, there is reafon to think, 1o great advantage, taking the whole tract 
of country from Buflorah, and the borders of the Perfian Gulph, going as 
farhorth as the Cafpian Sea, and to the confines of China on the eat; for 
though the inhabitants of thofe countries are poor, and their labour paid for 
at a very low price, yet the adlivity and ingenuity of our manufeurers 
would cnable us, in many cafes, lo fupply them cheaper and better than 
they can provide themfelyes, As we have found it to be fo in every quarter 

x : of 
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of the warld, fo far as we have had fuch articles as the inhabitants wanted, 
we may, without prefumption, fuppofe it would be ihe care here, and 
we may without rittfue try the experiment, In an eftablifhment fuch as 
is here pointed out, it would be neceflary to ‘have a particular attention to 
the price paid in the country; for though we can manufadlure almofl any 
thing to a pattern, we cannot always do it at the low price neceflary to ob- 
tain a preference, 


INTRO- 
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INTRODUCTION. 





T all times the produdtions of the eaftern and 
middle parts of Afia have been fought after with 
avidity by the other inhabitants of the known world; 
' fo that, from the remoteft antiquity, the moft exten- 
five and advantageous commerce that ever exifted, has 
been that which was carried on from thofe to other 
countries, 
Fete Rete ee ner 
This ftill continues to be the cafe, and probably ever 
will continue fo; for neither Europe, Africa, America, 
nor even the northern of wefterly parts of Afia ixfelf, 
produce thofe {pices, aromatics, precious ftones, and 
rich filks, which come from what we term India. 


Whatever can gratify the eye, the tafte, or the {mell, 
is found in peculiar excellence, and in fome inftances, 
exclufively i in that'portion of the world; it is therefore 
not to be wondered at, if mankind have eagerly fought 
after thofe produdtions, the value of which was dif- 

covered 


(2) 
covered previous cvca to thateof the precious metals ; 
nor is it any matter of furprize, that what contributed 
fo much to the enpyineat: of all, fhould enrich a great 
number. ‘ 


In cxamining the commerce with India, we are, there- 
fore, about to examine a mercantile conncétion, that 
is in itfelf flabile and permanent as the productions of 
the carth, and the propenfities of its inhabitants ; but per- 
manent and durable in its fature as this branch of com- 
merce may be faid to be, the channels through which it 
has been conveyed have by no means been durable; on 
the contrary, no branch of trade has undergone fuch 
changes in its mannerand form; neither has any one, 
in an equal degree, enriched and afterwards impoverifhed 
the countries through which it has for a time flowed, 


The Arabians had, at a very early period, the in- 
duftry and fagacity to monopolize this profitable 
_ traffic; and by an artifice, which the ignorance of 
the times and their geographical fituation rendered 
eafy, and which the end fairly jultified; they per- 
fuaded their wéftern neighbours that thofe commodities, 
which they only had the merit of carrying and vending, ° 
were the produce of their own country. Thus did the 


monopoly of that commerce produce immente riches, 
and 


(3) 


and raife the great and magnificent city of Palmyra, and 
for a number of ages concentrate the chief wealth of 
the world in that country which lies between the 
Perfian Gulph and the Mediterranean Sea*, Tyre, 
Sydon, and even’ Babylon, were great fram the fame - 
caufe. The wealth of the prefent day is not equal, nay 
is much inferior, to that which the commerce between 
the eaftern and weftern world formerly produced; there- 
fore we have no occafion to fear from its prefent extent 
that it will diminish or fall away: but while we fee that the 
trade, unalterable in itfelf, has changed its courfe; and 
left thofe cities defolate, and thofe fields barren and bare 
it once enriched, have we not. caufe for ferious invefti- 


gation? 


ee en mS 
‘When fuch a fpacious mirror’s fet before us 
We needs muft fee ourfelves, 


It is true that phyfical rather than moral caufes, have 
altered the ancient channels of trade with India, but 
other caufes are to be taken into the account. 


ry 


Alexandria, built on the borders of the Mediterranean, 
and notfar from the Red Sea, firft diverted commerce from 


* It is curious enough to confider, that the fame monopoly elevated the elegant and grand 
city of Palmyra, that has in our own days erected one of the fineft picces of aichiteCture 


amongft ouftlves, we mean the India Houle. 


A2 zi : its 
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its ancient channcl*. The banks of the Euphrates as well 
us of the Nile were long depopulated~--Syria, as well as 

Egypt had become a defert, and their ruined palaces 

the habitations of {corpions and beafls of prey, for 
ages before thofe great difcoveries in navigation, 

which brought the trade with India into its prefent 
channel. It is truc, indeed, that thofe difcoveries will 
prevent the pofhbility of the Indian trade returning to 
its former courfe; but it is not equally truc, ‘that they: 
wrefted it from its firft mafters. 


The cnervation that wealth creates in its pofleffors, 
and the envy, energy, and rivalfhip it excites in thofe 
who wilh its participation, united; form the great 
caules of the viciflitudes to which commercial countries 
are liable. ; 


In this cafe, of countries enriched by commerce, prof- 
perity and adverfity approach very near to each other, 
and the chain of conneétion is never fo faft rivetted as 
when it is-the leaft vifible. 


The commerce of India has never yet been engrofled 
by any nation on which it did not®bring danger ; it was 


* There can be no doubt that Alexander the Great knew that Arabia itelf did not pro« 
duce the fpices, &c. and his expedition was direfled againfl India for the purpofe of getting 
pofleftion of the fource of fuch immente riches, 


1 ‘ that 
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that which levelled the walls of Tyre, and brought the 
virtuous, generous, and accomplifhed Zenobia a cap- 
tive to Rome. 


Tt would not be difficult to cite more recent difafters 
(thofe will appear in another ‘place) which owed their 
origin, nearly, to the fame caufe; but while we fay fo, 
there is no reafon for thinking.that moderation, juftice, 
and prudence, may not avert fimilar misfortunes, from 
falling upon thofe who now enjoy fimilar advantages. 


The. exprefs purpofe of this Work is to render per- 
manent what has hitherto been fugitive ; which cannot 
be done but by inducing thofe who have the execution, | 
the condu@,..and. the controul over the Afiatic affairs, 
to act with wifdom and moderation, at the fame time 
reforming what is wrong; and it is evident this is the 
moft proper time to begin. 

The with of individuals to participate in the Indian 
Trade has already caufed much fenfation, and opened a 
queftion, the decifion of which may involve the deareft 
interefts——nay, the fafety of, this Country.—The time 
will now foon come, when that reftlefs; miferable, and 
deluded people, who at prefent difturb the world, mutt 
grant mankind fome repofe: or, if that time be yet far 

off, 
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off, the ruin of civilized fociety is near at hand. When- 
ever it fhall then happen that this war ceafes, then na- 
tions will feck for the participation of that trade for 
which individuals now szex. The pofleflion of the 
Cape of Good Hope muft naturally come into queftion. 
But by whom, and in what manner it is to be occupied, 
as well as for what purpofe, it is highly important to 
examine ; fo that the object is not merely confined to 
what can be done by the Company and the Board of 
Controul, but by the Britifh King and Parliament; as ex- 
perience of times for many ages paft, and without one 
exception, thews that, unlefs the nation that poffefles 
the trade to India, is wife, jufl, and provident, ihe muft 
fuffer a reverfe; for even the luflre of the diamond of 
Golconda is not more unalterable than the avarice and 
ambition which make one with to grafp, and another to 
participate in fo lucrative a branch of commerce as that 
to India. 


~ 


The field here taken is in itfelf wide, and the fubject is 
important; but it is not our intention to follow up 
every argument or idea to the full extent. Thofe to 
whom the fuggeftions arc made, are extremely capable 
of doing that themfelves and indced it is to them that 
it belongs to do fo, It would be wrong to encumber 
a general -view both of commercial and political interclts 

3 with 
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with details and minute examination, that would inter- 
rupt the unity of it, and which would, in many cafes, 
be a repetition of what has been already faid in other 
words, and upon other occafions. 


One obfervation it is however material to make as 
early as poffible (though it will be treated of in its pro- 
per place), relative to an idea which has gone abroad that 
our territorial revenue and poffeffions in India are much 
more important than that commerce itfelf—We {hall 
endeavour to prove that they are neither fo important 
nor fo durable, and that moncy ought not always to be 
reckoned numerically ; it is fometimes of greater import- 
ance to examine the origin and the fource of wealth 
than its quantity. By this, we do not mean to fpeak of 
the morality of the fource, though that ought not to 
be overlooked; but we regard the origin and fource as 
connected with the political interefts of this nation, on 

~the great {cale of its general {ecurity and profperity. 


We have feen both Spain and Portugal, rich, power- 
ful, and brilliant, during a certain period, by their pof- 
feffion of the commerce of the Indies. When Spain 
had juft attained its zenith, a fmall and poor, but hardy 
and induftrious, {et of men founded the Republic of 
Holland. They wreftcd tlieir lands from the fea, and 

their 
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their liberties from that powerful Monarch Charles V. 
and then they {et ferioufly to participate in the trade 
of the Haft, Having ceafed to be fubjedts, they became 
rivals ; eftablifhed a company to trade to India, and ac- 
quired valuable poffeflions; and in modern times no 
people have been fo fuccefsful in that branch of trade; 
but *, like thofé who had gone before, they became 
encrvated, fatiated with profperity, and for thefe latt 
fifty years have been on the decline, till their inward 
diffentions rendered them an cafy prey to a nation 
under whofe aufpices every thing that is valuable difap- 
appears or is deftroyed. Could the prefent degraded 
ftate of the United Provinces continue, the fea would 
reconquer that country, and put an cternal period to 
its commerce ; but even as it is, no prophetic powers 
are wanted to fee that the brilliant commercial days of 
the Batavian Republic are gone for ever! 


England is now in that proud fituation which other -’. 
nations have formerly been in, with this additional cir- 
cumflance, that it is clevated far above any thing of which 
hiftory gives an cxample, both as to its power at fea and 
commercial profperity; but the more it is elevated 
above its rank amongtt nations, the more is it neceflary 


* The Dutch Fat India Company previous to the prefent Revolution is faid to have 


mae diyidends equal to more than twenty fix times its capital ! 
to 


ce 
to guard againft a revérfe, for this well known reafon, 
that the profperity which is the greateft, is of itfelf the, 
moft evanefcent and perifhable. 


The flourifhing fituation of England as a Commercial 
Country has long excited the’ envy of its neighbours ; 
and the glorious fuccefles by fea, added to the uninter- 

- rupted and unexampled career of commercial profperity 
during'a ruinous and expenfive war, were fufficient to 
increafe that envy, without any other caufe, when a moft 
unfortunate {pecies of denunciation of what has. been 
termed illicit trade came from one of the Diretoss,. im- 
plicating fome' very refpectable houfes, and {hewing that 
his views were to prevent all competition with the. 
Company, _by preventing, as much as poflible, fubjects 
of foreign nations from conveying their property from 
India to Europe. 

At is true that this was not the adion of the Court 

of Direftors, neither was it of the Board of Controul, 

_ or of the Prefident "of that Board ; but fill, as the public 
aét of the Chairman of the Company, it has produced a 

very unfortunate effect.. 


Individual merchants fee that the breath of a Direc- 
tor may ruin their credit, that the greateft and moft . 
BR’ ; mre+ 
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irretrievable injury may be done ‘to them under an offi- 
cial form, and all commercial houfes in this and other 
countries, hear every connection between them and 
Englith fubjeéts in the trade to India, treated as illicit or 
unlawful, at the fame time that they fee a general {pirit 
of monopoly, which cannot fail to be to them both 
injurious and humiliating. 


The Court of Directors have aéted with more libe- 
rality; and that able minifter, who is at the head of the 
Board of Controul, has gone {till farther, and difputcs 
the propriety of the term illicit, as well as the wifdom 
of monopoly; but ftill the impreffion left is deep, and 
muft be removed by the aétions and conduét of the 
Company. How this is to be done, it will be our bufi- 
nefs to confider ; but previous to that, it is both proper 
and neceffary that we fhould examine the origin of the 
Eaft India Company, and trace the means by which it 
has rifen to fuch an unexampled height of eminence and 
power. We fhall begin with contemplating what it 
has been; then view what it now is; and laft of all 
confider the meafures neceffary to fecure to it that 
degree of profperity which, as Britifh fubjeéts, we with 
it to enjoy. 


: : CHAP, 
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NATURE AND INTENTION OF CHARTERED COMPANIES, WHETHER 
POSSESSED OF MONOPOLIES OR NOT, CONTAINING A VIEW OF 
sTHE GENERAL PRINCIPLES RELATIVE TO CHARTERED COM- 
PANIES AND EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGES—HOW FAR THE INDIA 
COMPANY JUSTIFIES THAT PRIVILEGE, Ge, 


N Idea on the fubjec&t of Charters, which is very inaccurate, 
has prevailed in England evet fince it became a commercial 
country, viz. That every Chartered Company hadan exclufive privilege. 
This miflake originated in the practice that prevailed till the reign 
of James the Firft, when our monarchs gave to their favorites, Patents 
or Charters for certain purpofés, frequently without confidering the 
good of the public, and in general by way of favor, or with the view 
to participate in the gain. 
x a ftatute made in the fifth of James the Firft, this power in the 
King was limited with regard fo Patents, and though much negli- 
gence is vifible in our written law, yet the practice of the Courts 
has eftablifhed equitable principles, and the law of Patents is now: 
well underftood and adminiftered. Charters and Patents were osigi= 
nally nearly the fame thing, but the general law of the land, and the 
fuperior information of the times, have now rendered them quite 
feparate. 


Patents and Charters originally depending equally on the will of the 
fovercign, who gave a privilege to an individual, or certain number of 
Ba indix 
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individuals, for the purpofe of carrying ona particular manufacture, 
trade, or branch of commerce, they could not readily be diflinguifh~ 
ed from each other; but as foon as the Patent was limited to things 
entirely new, and gave an-exclufive right, they became quite diflind, 


All Patents are fimilar in their nature to cach other, and founded 
upon the novelty of fume invention; and they, in every cafe, convey 
an exelufive privilege. All Chartered Companies are fuppofed to 
originate in public good, and may either be'abfolutely exelulives or not, 

‘or more or lefs exclufive. 


"The Charter of the Bank of England, fo far as it relates to iMuing 
notes, is not in any degree exclufive; for any individual may do 
the fame thing: but, on the other hand, in an indireé& manner, it 
operates as exclufive; becaufe no individual has fortune fullicient to 
eftablifh a Bank in competition with it in point of credit, and any 
confiderable number cannot unite together but at fuch rifques as would 
counterbalance the probable advantages. 


Formerly there were two Chartered Companies to India, and there 
are now two Chartered Banks in Scotland, which are firflicient ex~ 


amples to prove that a Charter, is wot by its narure exclufive. 


There are, however, cafes where a Charter, without containing 


any exclufivg claufg, is in effe@& and reality fuch in operation. 
Charters given to raife fo large a capital as renders all competition 
impoflible, ure exclufive in reality, though not in their written letter, 


Again, Charters fuch as are given to the Britith Plate~Glafs Com. 
pany, the Carron Company, and others for inferior objects, are no way 
exclufive, cither in their nature or their operation; they only enable a 
few indivignle to join their tock to carry on bufinefs without perfonal 

refponfi+ 
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refponfibility ; but the advantages are fo far from being great, that 


few inftances have occurred where fuch Chartered Companies have 
been able to fuftain:a competition with individuals. 


. 
‘ ’ 


The Charter of the India Company, as it is now held, differs 
from all others. It contains many exclufive claufes, but is not in 
itfelf exclufive ; not, that thofe claufes originate from defign to fecure 
advantages to the Company, but for the fake of revenue (See the 
ExtraG of the Charter in the Appendix,) and prevention of finug- 
gling; added to this, the greatnefs of the capital required, could the 
Company fufficiently extend it, would give it in fact very nearly a 
complete monopoly *, 


One condition attached to every Complete monopoly is, that thofe 
to whom it is given or granted, fhall be bound to fupply the Country- 
as far as the commodities they deal in can be procured. Otherwife, 
an exclufive privilege, which is intended to benefita Country at large, 
might deprive it entirely of the advantages meant to be obtained, 


Charters that give no exclufive right, on the other hand, exact no 
pararaee performance +; becaufe their ceafing will not deprive the 
public’of any thing wanted, others haviSg an equal right to fupply 
it. Now, as we have feen that the India Company is in reality pof- 
{effed of a complete monopoly, ‘it is neceflary to confider, what the 
Public which it fupplics, and the Government which. granted the 
Charter, have a right to expect, 


* ‘The monopoly is not the lefs complete on account of contraband trade, becaufe that is not 
athing of right, but of accident, arifing from the nature of things; that is, from the impofli- 
hility of entirely preventing it. 

+ To make ufe of a familiar example—The managers of Diury-Lane and Covent-Garden 
would forfeit their patents did they not open thefe theatres; but the Britifh Plate.Glafs Company 
may give over making glafe without lofing their rights. 


In 


nm 
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In the firft place, there cannot be a doubt that the Public has a 
‘right toa full fupply of fuch articles as the ompaby brings over ; 
and this at a fair and reafonable price," 

Tt is a fad no ways to be difputed, that the Company deals very 
fairly with the Public in bringing over a fuflicient quantity ; the cri- 
tetion or proof of which is, that the fales at the India Houle are. 
equal to the demand, and that the prices have never rifen and fallen 
fo much as in other foreign articles *, which flu€tuate daily, to the 
great inconvenience and lofs of fome, and advantage of others, 


As for the reafonablenefs of the prices in general, it is evident from ' 
this, that the India Company’s goods are as cheap as they were thirty 
years ago, although every, European article of expenditure has greatly 
increafed in price; fuchas feamens’ wages, provifions, and the materials 
for hip building.—Again, if we compare the price of goods brought 
from India with that of produdtions brought from American Mands,. 
the comparifon is extremely advantageous to thg Company. for while 
tea has not advanced in price, {ugar has, nearly doubled: and, fing 
Jar as it may appear, the continual fluétuations of the prices of fugar, 
not from year to year'on account of good or bad crops, but from day 
. to day on account of interefted {peculations, operate in proving that 
there is lefs advantage taken by a privileged trade than at firft fight 
might be ai preuenasd: 

It is true that this may be viewed two ways, for it may be fup~ 
pofed that the Eaft India articles were too dear thirty years ago, and 
that their remaining flationary in price is nota proof of their being 
now cheap. But of this we fhall treat in another part of the Work, | 


» Exception mut be made of mother-of-pearl, allum, and a few othér articles, which have 
rifen on account of the irregular demand, or private fpeculations but not from irregular or in 
adequate fupply, far lefs from any speculation of the Company, 


a It 


"India Company, -it'does not appear that they have any complaints to: 
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Tt would be wrong to quit this fabjeéwithout obferving, that tiie 
general fect of economifts, and even Mr. Smith, (one of the greatelt 
men that ever wrote on Commercial Affairs,) have carried the prin- 
ciple of leaving trade to itfelf too far in fome cafes, for they have not 
made {ufficientallowance fot the combinatioris of thofe who buy and fell, 


but particularly of thofe who ll; combinations, which,in Corn, Iron, - 


Sucar, and other great articles of confumption, are carried on to an 


extent that would be impracticable for a fingle Company in any free’ 
State *.—It is in Trade'as in Governments : in free trade, equals will. 


combine to do things, and will fubmit mutually to aéts that they 
Would not bear for any length of time from the‘ greateft Chartered 
a ad that ever exifted: 


In re{pect then to what the Publie « at large have toexpect of the 


make ; they feel none of the inconveniences that a monopoly is fup- 
pofed to occafion ; and however inadequate the capital of the Com- 
pany may be to its trade, the burthen does not fall on the confumers 
of the produce of India, which asa commercial concern, is-all that the 
public at large has to pape: 


: % 
© Wore js not! forthe wife Bodied that opens the ports,for importation, and Ahuts.tham to 


exportation, when corn rifes too high, or. falls too low, it is not-poftible to fay what might be the 
confequence, Yet'M. Neckar faysy in his Legifation des Grains, that this law has depopulated 
and impoverithed England, Itis however fortunate for England that this Jaw. -has.not depopu- 
lated it fo much ns fome of thofe he introduced into Frances Neckar was one of thof 
philofophitts whom the- great King of Pruflia denounced—* Theis plan; faid Frederick, (Sec 
Reponfe au Syftem de la Nature) ‘is to convert France into a Rapyntic; all men are to be 
equal, andl a mathematicinnis ‘to regulate “the ‘government; all its operations ave to’ be 
«-worked by epucrions, :and neither :priefts nor foldiers will-be neceflary in that happy 
 country—fuch are the reveries of thofe coxcombs.—-Same province that merits to be feverely 
* punithed fhould be put uhder their care till they turn every thing topfy turvy; and then, 


* finding the mifchief they*have done, they will learn that they are only fit for a madhoufe, 


‘ there to govern thelr crazy equals.’ 


As 
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As to the expectations which the Government has from the Com.» 
pany, they have not been equally realized; neither are they equally 
well grounded.—The expectations of the Country are founded on the 
natural order and rights of things; but thofe of the Government ta 
£.500,000 annually are founded on an agreement, which, not to call 
it unfair, is at leaft fixed by no truce criterion *, 


To judge of this, it is only neceflary to make a few obfervations 
and comparifons; for when things are enveloped in official myftery, 
the only, or at Icaft the beft way, is to appeal to chat general conclu» 
fion which known fads give, and common fenfe warrants, 


In the firft place, £.500,000 is a fm nearly equal to what the 
Stockholders divide, and is to be paid clear and net after all the ex . 
pences, allowance, and penfions to the civil and military {crvants, and 
the dividends made.—To pay 5/, per cent. oh the capital flock for 
the privilege feems rather an exorbitant exaétion. 


The above, if not a proof, is at leaf: one reafon for thinking that 
the price of the privilege is fixed too high. 


eas ‘a ens aut 
A fecond reafon for thinking that the King’s Minifters confider 
the {uum as too great, is, that they do not enforce its payment, but, | 
without abandoning it, let it run in arrear, 


Now ob what footing, and for what reafon can this be done? Is 
it from the injuftice of the demand, or the inability of the Company ?. 
Por at a time when the family of an induftrious man would be turned 


* We are not here to enquire whether this fum is for territorial pofleftions or for commercial 
privileges, becaufe the refult of tho whole concern is meafuyed by the dividends on Rock. 


aut 
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out of doors, and have their beds fold from under them, for the King's 
taxes, amounting only to an infignificant fum, it cannot be equitable 
to let a wealthy Company run in arrear, fo deep and fo rapidly; in- 
juftice of the claim, or the neceflity arifing from ftate policy. of 
forbearance, can be the only reafons; we fay the only reafons, becaufe 
generofity cannot be underftood, and, going beyond that, there are only 
three things, juftice, policy and neceffity, 


Tt may be faid, and without doubt will be urged, that the com- 
pact between the Gdvernment and, the Company is a written agree- 
ment ; a written charter, with all thofe facred formalities attached to tt 
that are confidered as inviolable. But,to this it-may be anfwered; that 
no form, no formality, nor all the parchment or wax in Europe, will 
alter the original bafis of an agreement, if it is in itfelf wrong, 
The bafis of an agreement is a free liberty to treat or not to treat. 
But what can a Chartered Company, whofe debts greatly ex- 
ceed its capital, do againft the Minifter of a Nation, who may fay, 

-“ You mutt lof your charter, or give £, 1§00,000 annually for its 
* renewal ?” 


In a, difquifition aiming to explain the nature of a bufinefs in 
general, it is but right to obferve, that ina Company, the fhares of 
which are faleable or transferable ina moment, there is no fuch thing 
as what may be called perfonal identity in the Stockholders.’ Thofe 
who are Stockholders this day, will enter into any engagement that . 
may preferve their ftock for the prefent, or until they can get rid of it 
in the common courfe of the market; the confequence of this is, that 
no Stockholder looks any farther than to the prefent value of ftock. 
‘The ultimate intereft of the Company affects him no more than the 
ultimate valuc of a Bank of England note affedts the traveller on the 


road, who knows he can pay the poftage of the chaife, or the bill at 
q the 
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the inn with it*, This is one of the caufes why, as long as the 
Company can renew its Charter, it will do fo, no matter on what 
conditions. Miniflers fhould therefore go by another rule in fixing 
a price upon the Charter than the fum they can obtain. Tn moft 
bargains it is the rule to take as much as can be got: now this is 
very well when there is a frec competition, fuch as ina contrac for 
a Loan ora Lottery; but it is not wife, nor is it fair, when thofe 
contracting have no alternative but ruin or acquiefcence. 


The Stockholders certainly rifque all the advanced price of 
their flock if the Charter is not renewed at any one time that it 
expires, therefore they may refift a little, but cannot ultimately re“ 
fufe whatever a Minifler demands; the Minifter in that cafe fhould 
confider what the Company can pay, not what it will agree to pay ; 
for an agreement that is not founded upon the ability of that 
body is a delufion to the Public, and may be the ruin of the 
Company. : 


In the prefent circumftances the Company have agreed to pay more 
than they well can; a neceflary confequence of which is, that not 
being able to keep to their agreement, they are obliged to accede to 
every propofition that comes to them from Minifters ; which, though 
they may come under the form of propofals, are in all cafes, where 


* When oneg shares of any fort of flock have obtained n current price, whether that price is 
founded on real value or only on opinion, nothing but fome fudden calamity can deftioy tha 
price of fach fhares, because the uncertainty of the price they may be fold at will always keep 
the pofleffors from felling them very low: and again the certainty of their being fileable will 
always make them find new purchafers when wanted. The tharcs in the water-works of Paria 
fold for 1200 livres, or sol. when they did not divide cightcen Jivres a-year, Shares in other 
companies, that made no dividends, were fold and refold merely becaufe what one can fell 
readily no one will be very averfe to purchafe, 


the 
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the Minifters chufe it, commands*, Remonftrances may be made, 
but there can be no refufal. We fee the Company lending to the 
State, though it owes money to it, and is obliged to borrow what it 
lends, This is abfurdity, but it is complicated abfurdity, and the 
multitude fee it not. The Stockholders do not fee it; and if they did, 
could they find a remedy? The Directors fee it, and know well the 
unfortunate predicament ; but as Stockholders themfelves, and as 
DireQors reprefenting the whole, they are doubly bound to obedience 
both by their honour and their intereft, 


If the £.300,000 a-year be taken as a douceur for the privilege of 
trading to India, it is by far too much, If it is confidered as on 
account of territorial poffeffions, then the territorial poffeffions 
fhould be made to, pay the money by fo arranging the revenue 
and expenditure, that the Company may be able to pay it from that 
fource +}. 


Atall events the £.%00,000 never fhould be allowed to accumulate 
asa debt, for the end will be ruin to the Company and danger to the 
Statc; for the fecret will fome day tranfpire, the Company will lofe 
its credit, and Government, when it will be too late, will find that 
its credit will be hurt by the overthrow, 


Some mode fhould be taken of afcertaining what the Company can 
fairly afford to pay, and whatever it is found to be lefs than £.500,000 
it fhould be reduced to, and the Company fhould be required to 


* There is no reafon for thinking that the prefent Minifter will take the leaf advantage of 
thefe chicumftances; but a Pharaoh may come, that knows not Jofeph. 

4 Anew war in India will bring this to a conelufion fpcedily ; becaufe it will do away the 
probability of the Company ever paying the money, War has aétually commenced in that 
quaiter, but there is no faying, whether it will end, after Tippoo fhall be deftroyed, 


Ca come 
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come to fome terms of Arrangement for what is over duc, and to be 
correct in all ite future payments *, 


We have endeavoured to prove that £500,000 is more than the 
Company can annually afford to pay, by comparing that fim with 
the dividends, and alfo by obferving, that if Minifters were not of that 
opinion themfelyes, there is injuflice to the public in letting it run in 

_ arrears, when every other branch of Revenue is fo flridly collected. 
Should we, however, be miftaken in this, there can be no poftible 
miftake in the aflertion, that ruin muft follow the accumulation of 
fach heavy arrears; and in faying, that the real flate of the cafe 
fhould be afcertained; becaufe any agreement for (9 large a fam ought 
to be founded upon a folid, and not an imaginary bafis. - 


Perhaps the beft way would be to have a Committee compofed of 
fix DireCors, fix Members of the Board of Controul, and twelve 
Members of the IIoufe of Commons, to examine into the affair, and 
fix the fum the Company fhoulst pay, proceeding upon the true fate 
of the matter, w/z, ‘That the India Company undertook, on the re~ 
renewal of its Charter, to pay that fum under circumftances of fuch 
a nature as to prevent the free exercife of its will; and that, as fo 
great a contract ought to be on a folid balis, the Committee will 
examine what fum ought fairly to be paid, and that being fixed, the 
Company {hall fettle (or the time pafl, and pay regularly for the Gine 
to come, 


It may be well here to pay a little attention to the falfe appearance 
that is given to things, from their being ynder the regular manage- 


* ‘The manner that this is meant to be adjuited is, no doubt, by permitting the Campiny to 
make another loan, out of which Government will be paid all or part of the magus, This ig 
only a palliative, nota cure, 
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ment of a great Company. Every refolution, every act, affumes the 
pomp and form of deliberation ; and, in many inftances, deftrudion 
: has come on veiled under the cloak of ceremony, which difguifes real 
decay under the cofume of former profperity, 


The conneQion between Government and the Company is now fo 
clofe by means of the Board of Controul, that nothing would be 
more eafy than to come to an amicable and fair adjuftment about the 
furplus year by year; but to let it run on unfettled, will turn out to 
bea ruinous meafure at lat. 


Confidering then that the Company is poffeffed of a Privilege or 
Charter, which, according to the written letter of it, is not exclu- 
five; but which, according to the teal tendency of it, is nearly fo ; we 
ought not to be indifferent about whether it does or does not pay any 
annual fum towards the expences of the State, a point which, as has 
already, been faid, has not been decided; for the Annyal Budget 
fhews an excefs from which the country is intituled to a large fum, 
and the fact is, that the country does not receive any fum at all. 
Now, in this cafe ought the exifting faéts, or the eftimates, to be taken 
asa rule for judging whether,the Company is able to pay this fum 
or not? 


As the Company owes a large fum, it is capitally deficient: but 
again, as it is paying off part of that fum annually, it is not deficient 
in revenue; fo that the point may be decided either way: for it is 
clear, if the Company is not to pay any fum towards Government 
until all its debts arc paid, the £.500,000 a-year is 4 bafelefs vifion, 
If, on the contrary, the intereft alone of thefe debts is to have the 
preference, the Company fhould pay now, and fhould haye been 
paying evety year fince the renewal of its Charter. 


Cons 
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Confidering then the degree of monopoly that is attached to the 
Company’s Charter, the public has not much caufe to complain, 
The produce of India is imported in abundance (generally {peaking), | 
and at reafonable prices; but then again, the revenue of the country 
does not reap the advantage that it might, and many individuals have 
reafon to be diffatisfied, 


The Company has laid down fome rules that'may be prudent and 
neceflary ina certain degree, but are not neceflary to the extent’ they 
are carried, Nothing but cafh or Bank of England notes are received 
at the fales. Now as the exiflence of the Bank of Tngland 
is certainly a proof that there is good private paper in England, why 
docs not the Company take the trouble to eflablifh an office to 
examine the bills offered, and take thofe that are good, and fuch as 
the Bank would take. As poffefled of nearly a monopoly, the 
Public has a right to expect, that, fo far as fafety goes, the 
trade fhould be accommodated in its payments. OF this we fhall 
{peak more hereafter, but it is necellary here to touch upon that 
fubject. 


To take long credits, and grant none, is one of the attendants of 
monopoly; and, in this inflance the Company unqueflionably avails it 
felf of the Charter in its fullefl extent, even to its own difadvantage, , 
as will hereafter be fhewn, as well as on fome occafions to the great 
inconvenience of the Public, 


It is indeed neceflary here to obferve, that in point of vending at 
fales of Afiatic articles, the Company is completely poflefled of an 
exclufive privilege; and alfo, we find that it is the precife inflance in 
which the Public is treated with the greateft rigour, 


4 
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In one circumftance relative to monopoly, the Charter is dif. 
ferent from all others; for a certain degree of competition is per- 
mitted to foreigners, which is forbidden to his Majefty’s fubjects, 
Of this and its confequences we muft take a full furvey when we 
come to the fubject of Free and Illicit Trade, as they at prefent 
ftand defined by the laws of this country. 


CHAD, 


( 24 ) 


CILARP. IL 





RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY AS A 
‘ COMMERCIAL BODY. 


WE rife and exaltation of the Englith Raft India Company is 

more worthy of obfervation than many of thofe f{plendid tran. 
factions, that have attra@ed the attention of mankind, and occupied 
the pen of the hiftorian. The importance of the Britifh Empire in 
the Eaft, eflablifhed under the influence of a body of merchants, has 
frequently become the fubjec& of parliamentary difcuftion; but at 
this moment another difcuffion, of much greater importance, is about 
to take place; and the information of every perfon at all converfant 
with India affairs, or with the ideas of general commerce, will be 
feduloufly required. 


From a limited body of merchants, the India Company ‘have be- 
come the Arbiters of the Eat, ‘They have ereéted themfelves into 
fovercign authority and dominion, fuperior in extent and population - 
to Great Britain itfelf 


In tracing this fubjec to the fource, we fhall difcover the Matt 
India Company’s fituation fo totally different from its prefent fate 
that, without a thorough knowhdge of the gradations by which 
that body of men have mounted to fo confiderable a height, we 
fhould be at a lofs to account for the tranfition. 


‘ 
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It is well known by what means the Portugueze advaneed in dif- 
covery, till they at laft opened a communication by the ocean be~ 
tween Europe and Afia. That nation enjoyed undifturbed, and 
almoft without a rival, the trade of India for many years; and from 
a confined, but enterprizing people, they became a powerful and 
wealthy kingdom. An irrefragable proof, that the productions of 

_ India are a mine of wealth to the nation who poffeffes its trade, with- 
out regard to territorial acquifitions, The advantage of extenfive 
dominion the Portugueze never had to boaft of ; an advantage, which, 
without prudent management and ferupulous attentidn, may be per- 
verted to moft deftructive purpofes, and ultimately becoine 4 fource 
of ruin, to the mother country, : 


During the reign of Queen Elizabeth the influx of wealth into the 
kingdom of Portugal, by means’ of its trade with the Eaft Indies, 
began to rouze the fpirit and induftry of mercantile adventurers in 
England. In confequence of the flattering profpecta participation, 
in that trade afforded, application was made to het Majefty, who 
granted a Charter under the Great feal of England, conftituting a 
certain body of merchants the fole and exclufive traders to:the Eaft 


Indies. . 


It was tieceflary from the extent of fo vaft an undertaking, as a 
regular fyftem of trade to the Fatt Indies was then déemed, to grant 
_a monopoly of it to fuch adventurers as were willing to rifk theie ° 
money in the profecution of what was confidered a perilous and pre~ 
carious plan; a plan likely tomeet with difficulties, not only from our 
little knowledge of maritime affairs, but on account of oppofition to be 
expected from the avidity of the Portugueze, who faw the exertions of 
the Rnglifh.with a jealous eye, and whofe intereft it was to continue to 
engrofs fo productive a branch of commerce. Our adventurers, in a 
competition with fuch formidable rivals, had every thing to combat, 
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particularly from the want of knowledge of the coafts of India, and 
of the language, manners, and cuftoms of the inhabitants. 


The original inftitution of an Hafl India Company, trading by the 
Cape of Good Tope, was intended to promote difcovery, to multiply 
manufactures, and to extend our commerce ; as well as to prove a 
nurfery for feamen, and to provide for numerous individuals of the 
Britith Empire: objeds, all of them, tending to the aggrandifement 
and wealth of the Inglifh Nation *. 


Tor this purpofe a Charter of Incorporation was granted, under 
favorable conditions, to a number of merchants, to trade to India by, 
means of a capital, confifling of a number of fhares, and by the way 
of the Cape of Good Ilope, under the title of the Lonpon Hast 
Inpia Company. This Charter was dated the thirty-firtt of 
December 1600, in the forty-third year of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, King James the Firft, in a new Charter, confirmed this 
deed on the twenty~firft of May 160g. 


King Charles the Second renewed the Charter of the Company, 
and extended its power flill farther, on the third of April 1661, 
From the year 1600 to the year 1669 the London aft India Com 
pany acted only as a company of merchants; they had permifion 
from different native princes in the Taft to ereét fa@lorics on their 
territories, and to conduct trade on principles of reciprocity. ‘The 
marriage of Charles to the Infanta of Portugal furnifhed an occafion 
for ‘territorial aggrandifement, In lien of receiving moncy as a 


* The advantages to be derived from fiuch an inexhauflible mine as the trade to India, had 
been feen, and fought for by the Englith by the way of the Wolga and the Cafplan Sea; hut 
as land-carriage can in no inilance aufiver the purpofes of tadc, or be put in competition in any 
Shape, when the object of that wade is tu be attained by voyapes by fea, it waa given up, and a 
more profitable and certain expedient fallen upon, Lo waft the produdtions of India to the thares 


of Britain. 
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dower, it was judged more worthy of the King of Portugal to cede a part 
of the martial acquirements of his countrymen. ‘Tangiers in Africa, 
and the little ifland of Bombay, on the coaft of Malabar, in the Eaft 
Indies, were transferred to his Majefly for his ufe for ever*. As it 
was not the obje& of his Majefly to derive any revenue from this 
new gift, he judged it expedient to prefent the London Raft India 
Company with the fettlement of Bombay. 


“Let us there paufe, and fefleé& on the probability, that the views of 
King Charles carried him to the hope of conqueft in India ; and there 
is great reafon to imagine that he fought an alliance with Portugal, in 
order to obtain from that kingdom the means of commencing and more 
firmly cftablifhing the Englith power in the Zaft. That Charles had 
in contemplation the acquirement of territory in Afia, is obvious from 
the privileges granted by the Charters of that monarch; the Charter of 
1661: conveying the power of exporting warlike ftorés, mounting 
cannon on the walls of their fa@ories, and even that of making war 
and concluding peace. The Charter that gave Bombay to the London 
Eaft India Company, gave an authority to exercife martial law, . 
which implics a pertniffion to levy and embody troops. The ifland:- 
was directed to be held in foccage, at the yearly rent of £.10 per, 
annum for ever. On the fixteenth of December 1674, the ifland 
of St, Helena, in the Atlantic Ocean, was added, as a voluntary pift 
from the Crown. As the power of coining money in India had then 
become of conliderable confequence to the Company, a privilege for 
that purpofe was alfo conceded by Charles, in a Charter under, the 
Great feal, dated the fixth of OGober 1677: thus, in faG, converts 
ing the Company into a fovereign power +. 

* Ag this Monarch has always been reproached for wit, levity, and extravagance ; as the 
fale of Dunkirk is eternally brought forward, it is but fair to notice this infldnce of forefight and 
regard to national profperity, though he thereby let the occafion of receiving fome money in an 
honourable way efcape him. 

t Charles the Second was furrounded by poets and buffoons, and nat by hiftoriins ; neither 


was he followed by hillorians who were inclined to {peak his praife, elle, perhaps, his condud 
Dz dy 
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” At this period the Governors and Agents of the Company abroad 
were buiily employed in promoting fehemes for future power and 
aggiandifement; they {aw with what fiecefs the Portugueze had 
fubjugated many of the native princes, and they burned with defire 
to become their rivals, . Thole at the head of affairs in Fngland were 
not backward té fecond and promote their views, ‘Ihe fadlories of 
the Compiny were now became forts; they had troops to mufler, 
and martial law to exercife, On this account it became neceflary to. 
take a review of former grants, and to confolidate the growing 
power of the Company ; accordingly, in 1683, the full oxercile of 
all the rights ofa nation were permitted to the Dire&ors, by them to- 
he delegated to their fervants abroad which Charter was fully cons 
firmed by King James on the twelfth of April 1686, with the adw 
ditional power of creating a marine force in India, 


The growing refources of the Company awakened the attention of 
William the Third, to which he was ftimulated by the want of 
money, oceafioned by his expentive wars, a duty of f.g per cents 
was therefore impofed by that Monarch on the capital flock, 
Some defaleation in the payment produced a new Charter, which bad 
cither attached to it, or afterwards Ied to two Deeds of Regulation to. 
prevent abufe in the conduct of the Company. It appears that thefe 
Deeds of Regulation were dated in November 1693, and September 
1697. 


e 


Tho fame neceflity which occafioned the tax off per cent, above 
alluded to, produced a fyftem which had nearly terminated the ex 
iflence of our Haflern commerce, 


in this transaction might have been traced to as deep and as laudable a cnule, as the building of 
Alexandria by the King of Macedon, 


Anew 
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A new fet of adventurers, taking the advantage of the neceffities of 
the State, made an offer of two millions to Government at 8 per cent, 
for which, in return they requefted permiffion to trade to the Eaft 
Indies. The offer was accepted, and they were incorporated, under. | 
the title of the Englifh Eaft India Company in 1698. The rivalfMip 
which exifted between the contending Companies could not be 
allayed ; and the fermentation, produced in confequence of it, led al- 
moft to aéts of open violence and hoftility ; the refult of which muft 
inevitably have been, our expulfion from India. On this fubject it 
may be obferved, that private animofities,, the effects of which we 
have had of late too much reafon to lament, can never terminate the 
dif putes or increafe the re{pectability of any body, whether commercial 
or otherwife. It was readily forefeen,’ in regard to the difputes be- 
tween the Companies, that nothing could reftore harmony between 
the contending parties, but the total extinétion of both, and the 
eftablifhinent of a Nsw Company. 


It is here to. be remarked, and it is of confiderable importance to 
know, that in all the different Charters granted to the Eaft India , 
Companies, the fovereignty of the King over all the acquifitions in 
the Eaft had been moft {crupuloufly attended to; and the more 
firmly to imprefs and perpetuate this circumftance on the minds of 
the nation at large, it was judged neceflary, that a. formal refignation. 
of all their powers fhould be made by them to the fource from whence 
they had originated, The Crown accepted the refignation: but by 
another Charter, in 1702, the two Companies were eftablithed,, as 
the ‘* United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies.” 
This new Company was endowed with all the rights, immunities, 
and prerogatives which had been enjoyed by the former oncs, 


From the time this union took place to the prefent. moment,, 


the Charters of the Company have been regularly and. very nearly 
oxclu~ 


‘ 
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exclufively renewed. And iCmay not be improper‘to flate the terns 
on which they have been thas fueceflively confirmed, as well as the 
different periods at which they were granted. 


Yours : 

1600, Fraser Crarter, granted by Elizabeth to the London [aft 
India Company, confifling of a liberty to trade, but with- 
out exading any price for that liberty, 

1609, Srconn Cuanrrer, by James I. without any premium being 
exacted, 

1661. ‘Tuiro Crarrer, Charles IL. without any premium, 

1669. Bombay granted to the Company by Royal Donation, 

1674 St. IIclena granted by Donation from the Crown. 

1677. Fourrn Cuarter, by Charles IL, without any premium. 

1683. Frrrn Cuarrer, without any premium, 

1686. Sixrm Cuarrer, more enlarged by James IL, without pre. 
mium, : 

1693. Sevenru Crarrer, William and Mary. ‘This was pranted 
in confequence of the Company having forfeited its Chars 
ter, by omitting to pay duties that had been laid on Stock by 
William and Mary. : 

1698. TFinsv Cuarrer of the Bnglifh Eat India Com- + 
pany, on condition of lending at the rate of 8 
per cent. - “ - -  £.2,008,000 

17o2, First Cuarrer of Incorporation of the two 
Camipanies to 1726. 

iit. Secony CuArtTuR of exemption of the United 
Cowapany of Merchants trading to the Haft In« 
dics, on condition of furnithing £.1,200,000 at 
5 per cent. prolonged to 1733. “ 1,200,000 

1730. Tuirp Cuarter of the United Company, on , 
condition of reducing the interef on £.3,200,000 
from 5 to 4 per evant, befides a gift of £200,000, 
extended to 1736. 


Year. : ( 3 ) 


4744. Fourtu Cuarrer of the United Company, bor~ 
rowing £.1,000,000, at 3 per cent. extended to 
1780, “ - - ~ 1,000,000 





Total debt due by Government, to the Company, £.4,200,000 

1750. The intereft on this fum of £.4,200,000, was fixed at 3 fer cent. 
making the annuity £.126,000. 

1767. About this time the Eaft India Company came into the poflef 
fion, by conqueft, of very confiderable territorial revenues 
in Bengal. By way of compenfation for the enjoyment 
of them it was agreed, that the Company fhould pay to 
the Crown for two years, the fum of £.400,000 annually. 

1769. The fum of £.400,000 to be paid annually by the Company to 
Government was continued for five years longer, and confe~ 
quently the territory confirmed until 1774. 

1779. By the 19th of George Ill. the territorial acquifitions were 
confirmed to the Company till the sth of April, 1780; and 

‘the following ycar the fame was extended till the sth of 
April, 1781. 

1781, By the 21ft of George III. the exclufive privilege of trade, 
and the right of poffeffing the territorial revenue under the 
Crown, having now devolved to the public, both the one 
and the other were continued to the Eat India Company 
till March 1791, with three years grace, on the confideration 
of the payment of £400,000 annually. 

1794. The exclufive privileges and territorial grant having again ex- 
pired, the fum of £.500,000 annually was exacted by the 
Public from the Company, for a renewal of their Charter, 
for twenty years, with three years grace; fo that their 
Charter demifes to the Crown in anno 1817; but this 
£.400,000 is not a pofitive fum to be paid, but a conditional 

one, 
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one, fhould there be a Curplus to pay it with, after the ox« 
pences of trade and dividends are paid * 


Commerce is founded on induftry, and ought to be free from the 
ambition of canquefl, While the Eaft India Company’ continued in 
the line of Merchants, when poflefled of factories and other commer« 
cial eftablifhments only, their fuccefs was clear and certain. The 
Proprictors divided 8 per cent. of actual profit on their capital ftock. 
But we fhall find that from the time the aft India Company render~ 
ed their affairs complicate, by interfering in the politics of the 
country, and the natural confequence of conqueft, the acquifition of 
territorial revenue, the concern, taken in ¢ofo, has afforded lefs ad~ 
vantages for though dividends have not decreafed, the debts have aug~ 
mented at a very amazing rate ; and certainly warrant us in the Cols 
clufion, that if the bafis’be folid, at leaft the mode of condudling the 
bufinefs requires alteration and amendment, taking our view from the 
moment the Company obtained territory, But the grand and leading 
object of the Company has been very different from what it was at 
its inftitution, The Eaft India Company, inftead of conceiving 
themfelves to be under the neceflity of paying attention to their 
commercial concerns, were fo confident in the wealth to be derived 
from their fuddenly acquired territorial property, that whether they 
fhould gain or lofe by commerce began apparently, in the great {cale of 
their affairs, to be confidered as of very little importance, 


a 

* Many remarks may be made on this, but one will ferve for all; that, fo long na Governe 
ment chufes to grang adelay, gaod reafons for daing fo may ba found; and whenever Goa 
vermment will wait no longer, good reafons will be found alfo, ‘This miifea from the extent 
and intricacy of the aflairs of the Company, and ite near connedion with Government. It 
owes immenf (ums, therefore there isa capital deficit; butte is paying them off, therefore 
thero is an annual excess it remaing then with Government to be ruled by the one or the ether 
of thefe critorions. 


' 
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From this fhort but {uccing hiftory of the rife and progrefs of the 
exifting Eaft India Company, will be eafily underftood, how much 
that Company have owed to their fair trade, and how much they have 
benefited from territorial acquifition. This fubje& will be fully and 
comprehenfively illuftrated in two Charts, reprefenting by the means 
of lineal arithmetic—Firft, The yearly exports and imports, with 
the balance of trade in each year——Secondly, The territorial revenue 
with its annual application. 
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CHAP. IL 





RISE AND PROGRESS OF TIE EAST INDIA COMPANY AS DELE}~ 
GATED SOVEREIGNS OF THE TERRITORIAL POSSESSIONS IN 
INDIA. 


SIA, fince the days of Alexander, has undergone numberlefs vicif. 
fitudes, both by revolution and conquefl, As they have been fre- 
quent, fo have they been dreadful; and the recollection of them af- 
fords an inftructive Jeffon to States and Kingdoms. The North 
has, at all periods, over-run the South. The Tartare and other 
Northern hordes have quitted their dreary plains to feize on the more 
productive regions of India and China. In thefe fituations their 
power was predominant, till luxury and enervation prepared the way 
for freth fubjugation. But, without dwelling on thefe occurrences, 
it is a novelty in the hiftory of nations, that an infulated people, far 
removed from a country which has af a// times enrich'd its conquerors, 
fhould, at the diftance of 10,000 miles, eftablifh an extenfive empire, 
and govérn, by the means of delegated power, 26,000,000 of inhabit 
ants, who are in themfelves induftrious, warlike, and cnterprizing. 


We have already obferved, and we believe it is a remark which 
has efcaped the ‘pen of any former writer, that to the prudent fore~ 
fight of King Charles II. we are originally indebted for our terri~ 
torial acquifitions in the Haft. The views of that Monarch in the 
early Aages of preparation for the attainment of this important ob- 
Je, could only be fecbly feconded. Thenatives of India fiw with 

indig~ 
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indignation and regret, the overbearing conduct of the Portugueze, 
who had fortified and garrifoned the principal mercantile fituations 
on the Weftern-fide of India*, and brought under their obedience 
many of the native Princes on that Peninfula, Thofe that remained 
free and undifturbed, were jealous of fimilar encroachments on the 
part of the Englifh, and it could only be by flow degrees that any 
thing like a permanent eftablifhment could be attempted. The fac- 
tories of the Englifh merchants or agents of the Company were at 
firft protected by the ruling power of the diftriG in which they were 
placed; they were in themfelves defencelefs, and it was a long time 
before they were permitted to encompa({s them with walls, 


The continual and unremitting quarrels amongft the natives them- 
{elves afforded'a pretext for theaddition of baftions, and fot mounting 
cannon on the walls. Troops now became neceflary ; but they were 
a motley group, badly clothed, and ill difciplined. The European 
foldiers were renegadoes of all defcriptions, and even their officers 
were chofen from the loweft orders. Mutiny and difcord pervaded 
the eftablifhments of the Company, Bombay was a whole year in 
the hands of a perfon who held an inferior military rank on that 
ifland, and it was with fome difficulty that order was again reftored +, 
In this fituation, with few opportunities for territorial aggrandize~ 
ment, did matters remain for a confiderable length of time ; and energy 
appeared to be fufpended in our Afiatic fettlements}, till the war 


. * 

* The Portygueze had very extenfive eftablifhments not only on the Peninfula of India, but 
in the @uilfs of Arabia and Perfia ; as alfo at Malacca, and to the Eaftward of it, with feveral 
lands in the Eaftern Archipelago. The Dutch rofe on their ruins, but the rivalfhip between 
England and France in the Eaft Indies, eclipfed both, and finally fixed Grent Britain in the 
prond fituation, which fhe holds with fo much juftice and moderation in that country. 

+ Not fifty yearsago, the troops mounted guard in long towfers and white cotton caps; and 
the Auxiliaries at Bombay were principally Arabs, who frequently became almofl too powerful 
for their matters, in confequence of which, they were difbanded by that Government, 

+ lemutt be allowed that the Company’s trade during this period went on very profperoullys 
for having no territoral revenue to refort to, the minutiw and ceconomy of commerce were ftritlly 
attended. to, 
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which commenced in Europe in 1744, animated the brealts of Ens 
glifhmen. The animofitics of nations kindled at one quarter of the 
world, {pecdily find their way to the extremities of the globe, if any’ 
portion of the contending parties are there to be found, Chance had 
led the Englifh and French to the plains of ITindoftan, which was 
now deftined to become the feene of contelt for rivalfhip and power, 
The difpofitions of the natives but too readily feconded the views of 
both parties ; and while they imagined that the caufe in which they 
had cngaged the European powers, as allics, was their own, they did 
not forefee the end of their power, and the downfall of the Throne 
which they flrove to fupport. 


The Lak India Company pofefs'd at this time on the Coat of 
Coromandel, the {ettlement of Fort Saint George, an ancient eftnb~ 
lifhment of theirs, but to which very trifling territory was annexed. 
In Bengal* they had no territorial poflefions; the French on the 
Coatt were poflefled of Pondicherry, which formed their grand mili- 
tary depot, and alfo of Karical, At this juncture the Mogul Empire 
was fhaken by revolt, and was gradually mouldering to final decay, 
The diflant Provinces were by degrees difinembering themfelves 
from the huge mafs of Mahomedan power, cftablifhed under Tamer~ 
lanes and his fucceflors, and the Soubadary of the Decan had already 
declared its independency, ‘T'hus fituated, two powerful competitors 
ftood forward for the appointment of Nabob of the Province of 
Arcot. The one, Anawer Odien Cawn, was already inthe lawful 
poffeffion of that dignity, and his intereft was efpoufed by the 
Englith; the other an ufurper, Chunda Saheb, in whofe favour the 
French had fome time before declared themfelves. 


* At Calcutta there was an Englith fory. 
‘b Uhis is 2 corruption, the real name was 'Cimur Shuw 3 bug being lame in one leg, he aca 
quired the appallation of Zang, which fignifiva Lame, 
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It is unneceflary to our purpofe to detail the variety of fuccefs 
which attended the hoftile armies; many engagements were fought, 
and the Plains of the Carnatic were drench’d in the mingled blood of 
Europeans and natives; but in all the courage and determination of 
our countrymen were every where acknowledged. Suffice it to fay, 
that the Englith fucceeded in fully eftablithing the authority’ of 
Mahomed Ally Cawn *, the fecond fon of Anawer Odien, who had 
been killed in aGion; over the whole di(tricts of that extenfive 
territory. The inveteracy of this conteft outlived the war in Europe, 
and it became at lait neceflary for the Governments of England 
and France to direct that the Eaft India Companies of both nations 
fhould reftore tranquillity in the Eaft, on a fyftem of reciprocal 
equality to both parties, 


, 


The French having the intereft ge Salabut Jung, ‘the Soubah of 
the Decan was however the predominant power on the Coaft of Co- 
romandel, They acquired from that Prince the diftri@ of Mazuli- 
patnam and the Northern Sircars-, and even a right of fovereignty 
over the whole of the Carnatic. Bad conduct towards the native 
powers of India, and impolicy in the Court of Verfailles, diftracted 
the confidence of Salabut Jung, and loft the Carnatic. The Englith 
did not fail to take the advantage of thefe circumftances, and to 
court the alliance of the Soubah of the Decan. It was now their 
turn to affert their fway, and the war which broke out in Europe the 
fame year, in which the agreement between the Englifh.and French 
Eaft India Company had taken place {, afforded a eyourable oppor~ 
tunity, 


% Tis fon at this time fills the fame fituation, under the protection of the Government of 
Fort St. George. 

+ The Sircays confift of five fertile Provinces, fituated to the northward of .Madrasy—Vide 
Map. 

t In thia contest the glory of the Englifh was complete ; they had the fatisfaction to behold 


every grant made in favour of the Fronch by Salabut Jung, annulled by the Mogul ;—them- 
{elves 
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The refult of this new war was difpraceful to the French; the 
Sirears were wrefled from them, Pondicherry was taken and de. 
ftroyed, and they were not left a fingle foot of ground in the Carnatic. 
The Englith, on the contrary, rofe on their ruin, and foon became 
pofle(ted of much more than the French had loft *. 


In order to render the fubje& on which we are now treating as 
intelligible as poflible, it may not be unneceffary to tnke a fhort 
review of the Company’s territorial poffeffions as they flood in the 
year 1756. 


’ 


. At Bengal the company were in poffeftion of Calcutta, then named 
Allynagur-p, with a few villages, which had been ceded by the Moguls 
and they had factories at Coffumbazar and Dacca: but the whole 
cuftoma and revenue amounted only to the trifling fum of £.23,588 
per annum, , 


At Madras the territorial pofteftions were fomcthing more exton« 
five, but fill comparatively finall; they were enclofed by a bound 
hedge made of the prickly pear or milk buth, immediately furround+ 
ing the old caflle of Fort St. George }. The revenue and cufloms 


felves put in pofefion; Salabut Jung, now the fiiend of the Rnglith, eftablithed inthe Decan s 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, the ally of the Company, made Nabob of the Carnatic, and the French 
expelled fiom Indin, In the yenr 1763, by the general peace, Pondicherry, &ee waa reftared to 
the French ; butboth Salabue Jung and Mahomed Ally Cawn were fully acknowledged, in thoir 
refpedive dignities, 

* There was confequently no time to procure the ratification of this ngreement by the two 
Consts, and which was originally intended, 

41 ‘This fignifice the honfe o1 fhonghold of Ally, 


t ‘Lhe old caftics of Bombay sind Fort St. George are Mill preferved. ‘The new foita of both 
places ae perfedlly regula, after the Murapean manner, and may, in the prefent tlate of things, 
he deemed impregnable again a country power; and tenable fora confideable thme, if well 

fipplicd 
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did not exceed the fum of £.64,144 per annum, principally arifing 
from the duties on commerce. 


Bombay, from its favourable fituation, commanding the trade of 
the north of India, the Gulph of Perfia and Arabia, had by this time 
rifen into confiderable profperity, and had dependent onit, Bancoot 
and Hematgur*, together with nine villages, befides the factories of , 
Surat, Tellichery, Calicut, and Anjengo, with an eftablifhment on 
the Indus. Still its refources did not produce more than the yearly 
fum of £56,507, every thing included, 

The little {ettlement of Bencoolen, on the coaftof Sumatra, was 
rated at only the fum of f.2145 per annum; fo that the whole 
Revenue and Cuftoms of the Company amounted to the yearly fum 


of £.146,384. 


It mutt be allowed, if the Territory and Revenue of the Eaft India 
‘ Company were limited, their out-goings were comparatively fimall : 
the whole civil and military expences at this period fell confiderably 
thort of £.300,000 per annum. 


. 
. 


The chance of war, as we have already obferved, confiderably 
altered the face of public affairs; and we find the whole of the Sircar 
of Mafilipatnam, together with eight other diftriéts, the Sixcar of 


fupplicd and properly garrifoned, againit a formidable European forces and fuch as could not, 
while we remain paramount at fea, be conveyed to India. 


* It is here,to he noticed, that Admiral Watfon having reduced the fort of Geriah, the ftrongs 
hold of the noted pirate Angria, who had always been troublefome, it was agreed on between 
the Mharattas and the Government of Bombay, chat in,confideration of the furiender ot Geriah 
to the Mhaiatins, thefe would in return put the Company in pofleftion of Bancoot, now called 
Fort ViGoria, with its dependencies, This treaty was concluded at Poona, the capital of the 


Mharatta empire, on the tath of October 1756, ' 
3 Nizam- 
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Nivampatnam, and the diflids of Condaver and Wacalmanner ceded 
to the Englith Haft India Company, as a free gift by Safabut Jung, 
the former friend of the French interefls in India, In this yeara 
very large addition to the territory was granted by the fame prince to 
the Englith Eaft India Company ; and in 1765 he confirmed to them 
the valuable poffefion of the northern Sircars. 


In the year 1768 feveral arrangements and treaties of peace and 
amity were made and entered into between the Soubah of the Decan, 
the Nabob of Arcot, and the English Haft India Company ; all of 
them tending to concentrate the power of the Company, and pre« 
ferye their poffeflions in the Carnatic, where by this time a very cons 
fiderable revenue had arifen, 


But all the fucceftts of the Company-in that quarter were not to be 
compared with the fplendid and rapid acquirements of Lord Clive, 
and his fucceftes in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 


We have already obferved, that the Revenue and Cuftoms of the 
Britih “Aablithments in Bengal, previous to the year 1756, brought 
in no greater a fum than. £.23,588 annually. In the year 1764 the 
career began, and we find in 176g, the Daft India Company in 
complete pofleffion of territorial revenues on the banks of the Ganges, 
guaranteed by firmaunds from the Great Mogul, to the amount of 
£.3,200,000 per annum. 


For the clearefl information on this important fubject, we fhall 
refer our readers to the Appendix *, where they will find the docu. 
ments by which the right to the territory was progreflively conveyed 
to the Taft India Company, and by what authority; and we fhall 


* Vide Appendix, [B}. tud 
coneuaue 
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conclude this chapter with the general refult, which places the 
military talents great abilities and exertions of the fervants of the 
Company in the moft confpicuous point of view, viz. That from 
17597 to 1765 4 territorial revenue, cuftoms included, amounting to 
£.14.6,384 per annum, was in little more than feven years increafed 
by the means of conqueft and alliance to £.1,600,000; from which 
period to the prefent time it has been greatly augmented, and now 
actually produces nearly £.8,000,000 fterling of abfolute revenue, 


CITAP. 


CHAP, Iv. 





EXAMINATION OF TIE COMPANY'S CHARTER, AND THE RIGUTS 
IT GRANTS AND GUARANTEES, ee, 


HE Charter of the Daft India Company, as it now ftands, 
guarantees to it the pofteffions in India; regulates the manner of 
governing thofe poffeftions; and regulates further the manner in 
which the trade to and from India is to be carried ons defining in 
what it is exclufive monopoly, and in what individuals are, under 


certain reftriGtions, at liberty to participate in. 


The duration of thefe rights is limited to twenty-three years from 
the firtt of March 1794, without, however, diffolving the Company 
ast Joint Stock Company, in which capacity it is to be confidered 
as being of an unlimited duration. We fhall proceed to examine 


thefe parts feparately, 


It was certainly extremely necefliry to controul the power of the 
Court of Dircétors, as delegated fovercigns of a territory far excecd~ 
ing in extent and population this country itfelf; but it was more 
particularly fo, in regard to the right of making war or concluding 

eace, Accordingly, in all territorial affairs, the Board of Controul 
ba the power entirely in ita hands *; the right of propofing, and of 
temonftrating, and giving reafons, is all that the Court of Directors 
.pofteftes ; for in the ultimate cafe of a difference of opinion the King 
in Council has an abfolute right to determine as he pleafes; which 


# See the Abilinét of the Chnrter in the Appendix, 
right, 
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right, it is evident his Majefty never can have occafion to exercife, 
as the very exiftence of that power infures the Board of Controul the 
victory in cafe of a difference of opinion, the principal members of 
that Board being members of the Council of the Sovereign, in whom 
the decifion lies, 


It is then not at all neceflary to enter into the various regulations 
that are made and provided in this cafe, as they all, and pro- 
perly fo, terminate, or may be fummed up in the fupreme power of 
the Board of Controul, in all affairs relative to territory and do- 
minion in India; and the delicacy with which this is,done deferves 
confiderable praife. The direCtors are allowed to be the medium 
through which this authority is exercifed, without being conftrained 
to become fo; and thus unity of power is reconcildd in the executive 
part with the controuling power, now a neceflary and fundamental 
part of that immenfe eftablifhment. 


To thofe who have been at all attentive to the experiments that 
have been made, both in ancient times and very recently, for recon= 
ciling the power that wills and the power that executes, without: 
deftroying the energy of either; this will appear no very fimple or 
eafy matter; and the manner .in which it is done with refpect to 
India will appear to deferve confiderable praife. 


* 


The whole aim of our eftablifhment in India {s .certainly for 
the benefit of this country, It would be a vain, a falfe, anda 
’ flimfy affertion, to fay, that ih that government the happinefs of the 
inhabitants is the primary or principal object; but it is an affere 
tion that will be borne out by the fact, that neither precaution nor 
expence has been {pared to render the inhabitants of thefe countries 
as happy as the circumftances of things will admit, To fearch after: 


ideal perfection is ufelefs folly: to difcufs that abfurd queftion, In 
Pa what 
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what happinefs confifts; would here be abfurd in the extreme; there~ 
fore it is not condemning the fyftem of government in India to fay, 
that it is not very perfect. As to deciding the queflion, whether the 
natives whoare under the Britifh laws, are happier than thofe who are 
under their native princes, or under thofe ufurpers who have replaced 
them; is not poffible: conjecture is all that can be given; and that 
conjecture is, that ever fince the Britith Government have had foot- 
ing in Afia, in proportion as they became acquainted with India and 
Indian manners, they have ameliorated the lot of the inhabitants ; 
and no pains are {pared to do it ftill farther. The ultimate refule 
of which will probably be, that as England has given its laws and 
manners for a model to the greateft portion of the new difcovered 
quarter of the world in the Welt; fo likewife will it in time, how~ 
ever diftant, to the ancient Oriental States, which, to a certain degree, 
civilized, have been by fame very ancient and deep rooted prejudices, 
prevented from improving and ameliovating their laws. 


Never before was any conquered country treated with fo much rem 
gard to the happine(s of the inhabitants, as that with which Britain 
has endeavoured to treat India, Many exceffes, which at firfl took. 
place from unavoidable caufes, are now refrained ; and in proportion, 
as our power has been eflablithed and fecured, its operation has bes 
come mild and friendly, 


Having thys faid, that every poffible attention has been paid to. 
the happinefs of the people of India, which, however,, is only ta 
be accomplithed -by punifhing thof who are entrufted with civil or 
military power in that country when. they abufe it; neceflity obliges 
us to fay, thata proper mode of doing this has not yet been dif. 
covered ; and until it is, the {yflem of government mutt be confidered 
as incomplete. 


The 
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The trial of Mr, Haftings, which is a fevere {atire upon our mode 
of adminiftering juftice, and at the fame time a moft.uncommon ex- 
ample of injuftice, muft be decifive, as to the imperfection of our 
Indian code of laws. It is indeed true, that the trial of Mr. Haftings 
was previous to the prefent Charter; but no article or arrangement is 
to be found in it, that could prevent a fimilar trial from again taking 
place. 


Whatever private opinion may be with refpect to the merits of a 
Governor, whofe abilities were on all fides allowed to be great ; whofe 
attention to the interefts of the Company did not fall thort of his 
abilities ; and who, after long poffefling power, returned to his native 
country with lefs wealth than many fervants of the Company have 
amaffed with one-third of the legitimate means, ‘in one-third of the 
time; we fay, without entering upon the merits of the man, there 
can be but one opinion with regard to the fingular hardfhip of his 
cafe, which we muft cither attribute to the imperfection. of the laws, 
or the injuftice of thofe who adminifter them, 


... As to injuftice in thofe into whofe hands the laws were put, it can~ 
not be fuppofed, nor did it exift, The Houfe of Commons acted: as 
the grand jury, and the Houfe of Lords as judges; but with fach an 
expence of money and of time as a gentleman who had watted his 
conftitution in an unhealthy climate, and who had been faithful to his 
truft, could not afford. The confequence of this was, that the un- 
fortunate gentleman, who was the objeét of that enquiry, was 
honourably acquitted, after having expended almoft his whole fortune 
$n his defence, and having feven years of a very precarious reverfion 
of exiftence, embittered with. all thofe pangs, which the law’s delay, 
and its uncertainty, produce, 


if 
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If Mr, Haflings was guilty, the code mutt be very imperfect that 
adinitted of fuch expence, fuch delay, and yet allowed an honourable 
acquittal ; and if he was innocent, it was fill more imperfect, to admit 
of fo vexatious a procecding, 


To fum up then this part of the fubjed, the adminiftration of 
juftice, if in pure hands, is pretty complete in India: but then the 
fyftem of enquiry into the purity of that adminiftration is not at all 
perfec 5 as we have feen, that either the guilty may efcape, or the 
innocent be punifhed, which in a fair way, is an inevitable conclufion 
from the trial of the firfl civil officer on that eflablifiment. 


Ina cafe of this fort it might, perhaps, be better to have a grand 
jury, or thofe who do its office, chofen from amongft the judges and 
fervants of the Company in India, and Jet them find a bill after what 
they can learn on the fpot. Then, letting the proofs be brought 
home, the caufe might be tried in this country. 


One thing only in this cafe is certain, which is, that there isa 
great imperfection in this part of the Indian fyftem of logiflature, 
that a remedy fhould be fought for, and it is evident, that ii the ins 
flance here given, the IYoufe of Commons were not in pofleftion of 
that local knowledge, and that true criterion for forming a judgment, 
which protects the mind from being biaflud by eloquence or collateral 
circumftances., In another place we flaall have occalion to enter into a 
fhort enquiry concerning the manner in which the memory and judg 
ment are aed upon, when neither the names of men or things, or 
the manners or nature of the people, are familiar to thofe who are to 
remember, or to judge, It is fallicient for the prefent to fay, that the 
code re{pecting Indian delinquents owes its chief imperfeaion to a 
want of attention to thofe circumfances which are neceflary towards 

form- 


( 47 ) 


forming a true judgment of the merit or demerit of men acting at fuch 
a diftance, and under fuch circumftances, as do the fu perior fervante 
of the Company in India, ’ 


We next come to the commercial regulations of the Company, 
which begin (under certain limitations) by continuing to the Com~ 
pany thofe privileges which by former Charters it had enjoyed for 
and during the term of a certain number of years only, though the 
Corporation is not to terminate, but be continued to an indefinite 
period *, 


After providing in detail for the manner in which what is termed 
WHOLE, soz, and rxcLusive trade is to be carried on (See Article 
LXXVIL lines 2 4nd 4,), the Charter proceeds to ftate in what manner 
individual traders may be allowed to participate of a {mall portion of 
this ithmenfe branch of commerce ; and though thefe regulations may 
be confidered as a limitation of the rights the Company formerly en- 
joyed, yet the, bafis upon whith’ they are founded, fo far as they 
regard Britith fubjects, is very far from being fuch as might be 
withed. 


If individyals are allowed to participate at all, it is prefumeable 
that it is judged fair and expedient that they fhould be allowed {0 to 
do; but it-will very eafily be feen, that in almoft every cafe the Com- 
pany, which they are endeavouring to rival, has a complete power 
over all their ations; that they are not permitted to do aty thing in 
that free and independent way that would be neceflary, in order to 
allow a fair competition, even to the limited amount intended. 


The trade thus permitted appears, indeed, rather to have been fo 
with a view to eafe the Company of fome of the obligations it owes 


* For particulars, fee Appendix, 
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the Public, than to grant advantages to private trade: as for example, 
if the Company does not export or import certain quantities of {ach 

‘and fuch articles, then the private trade is to be allowed to do fo 
under the aufpices and control of the Company. 


We do not in this part of the Charter perceive any of that nice 
and delicate balancing of the executive and controlling power which 
we had occafion to admire fo much in the arrangements relative to 
the DireGtors and the Board of Controul; on the contrary, we fee 
every ftep and every act regulated by a rigid rule, dependent almost 
on the will of the Directors; a fituation of things that, unlefs there 
is an abfolute neceflity for it, ought not to exif, 


This is not the proper place to enter into the defcription of the 
manner of reconciling the interefts of the Company with thofe of 
private trade, which muft be done at more length hereafter: to con. 
fider the leading features of the Charter is our prefent bufinefs, With 
regard to this fort of free trade, it is only at prefent on a very dew 
pendent footing, and to a very limited amount. ‘The free traders 
may be compared to the gleaners of a field, who can only pick up 
what the reaper has negleéted, and who, even in doing that, are under 
controul, and liable to fufpicion, 


But another, anda fill worfe part of the Charter, is that which 
gives the free trade, as carried on by the fubjects of other fovereigns, 
a great advantage over that carried on by thofe of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty; which probably was given for political reafons of a nature not 
to be difcuffed between our Government and the Company, but 
between the different cabinets of Europe, and from fovereign to 


fovercign, 


We 
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‘We cannot fuppofe that thofe who framed the Charter meant to 
give a preference to foreigners, and therefore we mutt find fome 
probable, or at leaft poffible reafon for this ftrange preference, And 
it feems to have arifen from this, that neceflity obliged our Minifters 
to grant to the fubjects of neutral or friendly powers (the Charter being 
renewed in the time of war) certain privileges, which in fome degree 
_ trenched on the monopoly of the Eaft India Company ; butat the fame 
time, actuated by a ftrong defire to protect thofe privileges as far as pof- 
fible, the fubjects of this Country having no foreign cabinets to ftipu- 
late in their behalf, were excluded from an equal participation, 


The preference given to foreigners, (confifting of friendly or neu- 
tral Powers), has not yet'produced to its full extent all thofe bad con- 
fequences that it is calculated to bring on, becaufe the war has pre- ' 
vented its effect in a confiderable degree; but when the fubjeéts of 
all governments fhall become of that privileged defcription (which 
we hope is not a diftant period), we fhall find another or fuller effect. 
Then the Company and this Country will lofe what, with a litle 
trouble and proper regulations, they might eafily keep; we mean the 
trade to India, 

i 


We fhall examine hereafter the mode by which Britith fubjecs 
imay be admitted intoa fair participation of the trade with foreigners, 
and both without any difadvantage or lofs to the Company, and 
at the fame time with great advantage to the Public; the confideration 
of which fubjeét is of high importance, ands is indeed the main ob- 
je of the prefent Work, 


as 


Amongft the difadyantages that the fubjects of his Majefty lie 
under, in addition to thofe by law intended, are, that being his fubjects, 
the law in its feverity can be applied to them with greater effect. 
Foreigners may forfeit hip and cargo, when caught in the act of il- 

licit 
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the Public, than to grant advantages to private trade: as for example, 
if the Company docs not export or import certain quantities of {uch 
and fuch articles, then the private trade is to be allowed to do fo 
under the aufpices and control of the Company. 


We do not in this part of the Charter perceive any of that nice 
and delicate balancing of the executive and controlling power which 
we had occafion to admire fo much in the arrangements relative to 
the Direétors and the Board of Controul; on the contrary, we fee 
every ftep and every act regulated by a rigid rule, dependent almoft 
on the will of the Directors; a fituation of things that, unlef$ there 
is an abfolute neceflity for it, ought not to exit, 


This is not the proper place to enter into the defcription of the 
manner of reconciling the interefts of the Company with thofe of 
private trade, which mut be done at more length hereafter: to con- 
fider the leading features of the Charter is our prefent bufinets. With 
regard to this fort of free trade, it is only at prefent on a very dew 
pendent footing, and to a very limited amount. The free traders 
imay be compared to the gleaners of a field, who can only pick up 
what the reaper has neglefed, and who, even in doing that, are under 
controul, and liable to fufpicion. ® 


But another, and a fill worfe part of the Charter, is that which 
gives the free trade, as carried on by the fubjects of other fovereigns, 
a great advantage over that carried on by thofe of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty; which probably was given for political reafons of a nature not 
to be difeuffed between our Government and the Company, but 
between the diflerent cabinets of Europe, and from fovereign to 


fovercign, 


We 
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‘We cannot fuppofe that thofe who framed the Charter meant to 
give a preference to foreigners, and therefore we muft find fome 
probable, or at leaft poftible reafon for this ftrange preference, And 
it feems to have arifen from this, that neceffity obliged our Minifters 
to grant to the fubjects of neutral or friendly powers (the Charter being 
renewed in the time of war) certain privileges, which in {ome degree 
_ trenched on the monopoly of the Eaft India Company ; butat the fame 
time, actuated by a ftrong defire to protect thofe privileges as far as pof- 
fible, the fubjects of this Country having no foreign cabinets to ftipu- 
late in their behalf, were excluded from an equal participation. 


The preference given to foreigners, (confifting of friendly or neu- 
tral Powers), has not yet'produced to its fullextent all thofe bad con- 
fequences that it is calculated to bring on, becaufe the war has pre- 
vented its effect in a confiderable degree; but when the fubjects of 
ail governments fhall become of that privileged defcription (which 
we hope is not a diftant period), we fhall find another or fuller effec. 
Then the Company and this Country will lofe what, with a litue 
trouble and proper regulations, they might eafily keep; we mean the 
trade to India, 
/ 


We fhall examine hereafter the mode by which Britith fubjects 
may be admitted intoa fair participation of the trade with foreigners, 
and both without any difadvantage or lofs to the Company, and 
at the fame time with great advantage to the Public; the confideration 
of which fubjeé& is of high importance, ands is indeed the main ob- 
ject of the prefent Work, 


PAY 


Amongft the difadvantages that the fubjeéts of his Majefty lie 
under, in addition to thofe by law intended, are, that being his fubjects, 
the law in its feverity can be applied to them with greater effect. 
Foreigners may forfeit hip and cargo, when caught in the ac of il- 

licit 
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licit trade; but there can be no retrofpect, no bills of difcovery filed 
with regard to them, to which even fufpicion expofes the /udjedts of 
his Britannic Majefty, 


The next part of the Charter that requires obfervation, is that for 
paying off the debts, and at the rate of £.s00,0000 year, The ins 
tention is good and unobjeGionable, but the means are wanting *; ag 
we (hall fhew when we come to treat of the financial affairs of the 
Company: and thus the worm that gnaws it to death will Mill be 
kept alive, and, inflead of perifhing, will fatten on its ruin. 


Lafl of all, the Charter affigns the fum of £.00,000 a year to the 
Public after the Company fhall have paid its dividends, and the other 
£500,000 of debts. ‘This is not in itfelf obje@ionable, for the 
Public has an undoubted right to expect fomething; but, as we have 
already had occafion to obferve, the fum is much too large, and has 
never been calculated upon the bafis of poffibilitica, or even proba~ 
bilitics; which is a main article with any fundamental condition of a 
bargain between two different bodies; but particularly 0 when thofe 
different bodics are fo connected, that the ruin of the one may affect 
the profperity of the other. 


To refume then the obfervations on the Charter—We find the 
connection between the Board of Direétors and the Board of Con~ 
troul admirably contrived 5 we find that what concerns the lawa, go~ 
vernment, &c. of our territorial domains, approaches pretty near 
perfection, and that means of punifhing thofe in high fituations, who 
venture to abufe the power with which they are entrufled, is the 


* "Lo pay off debt in this manner, the fund aligned fhould be abfolurely certain, and ade 
ninillered by a power nat fahjed to the contingent neceflity of applying it othenwife. Dou 
thefe things are wanting in this cafe; for war will not only confunte the find, but create more 
debts, 

1 principal 
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principal defe&t. In viewing the laws and regulations which regard 
the general monopoly and private trade, we find the latter under 
many unneceflary and improper trammels, and that foreigners have 
a preference that will in the end prove very deftruétive to this 
Country. We likewife are of opinion, that the Sinking Fund for 
paying off the debt is not founded upon a folid bafis, and is not 
in proper hands; and laftly, that the annual furplus of £.500,000, to 
be paid to Government for the Charter, has not been fixed with a 
proper regard to the circumftances of the cafe. Such are our re- 
marks on the Charter, which, in the proper place, that is, in ex- 
amining the different departments of the Com@any’s affairs, we 
fhall endeavour to prove not unfound; pointing out, as far as we can, 
the mode by which we think the conditions of that Charter might be 
ameliorated for the advantage of all parties, 


The advantage which the Company will enjoy as a Joint Stock 
Company, fuppofing its charter in other refpects terminated, and the 
territorial poffeffions in the hands of Government, is a point of great 
importance, and muft be examined apart; for the privilege, though 
emanating from the original inftitution of the Company, cannot be 
at prefent confidered as a leading privilege. If a Joint Stock Com- 
pany of this nature could obtain good terms for its agents in India, and 
were to conduct its commercial concerns wifely, it would make larger 
dividends than it does now; as great capital is wanted for the tea 
trade and fome other ftaple articles, which a Joint Stock Company can 
beft command: but then again, many other parts of the trade may 
be much more advantageoufly carried on by individual houfes, pof- 
feffed of an active energy and early intelligence, being at the fame time 
capable of a detail into which a large Company never can enter. We 
thall here illuftrate this with one example:—The Bank of England 
divides 8 per cent. which affords the prefent ftockholders but about 
5 per cent. on the capital they have advanced; while individual 

G 2 banking 
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banking houfes, without either the advantages of an equal credit or of 
regulating the money market, or of tranfidling the bufinefs of Gow 
vernment, make dividends fo much higher in proportion to the 
capital employed, that to make a comparifon would appear fale or 
ridiculous. This happens by combating with individual energy, 
exertion, and intelligence, thofe great advantages which their Charter 
has fecured to the Bank Proprietors. 


One more remark, and then we clofe this fubject of Chartered 
Companies ; by fhewing that they are not fo advantageous as the 
flockholders think. No man in trade employs money in purchafing 
flock in any of thefe Companies but what he cannot employ in 

“his private affairs, and to hold India Stock, Bank Stock, or Gow 
vernment Stock, is a matter almoft of indifference to any monied 
man: of, in other words, as Government in general borrows under 
the common rate of intereft, and to hold its ftock is nearly as profit 
able, or perhaps quite fo, the dividends of thefe great Companies 
reduce themfelves below the common egal interef for money lent oa 
good fecurity. 


Except then for the places and patronage they producd, (in the 
benefits of which the flockholders at large do not participate, ) 
thefe great bodies are not produdive of any individual gain or ad« 
vantages 
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CHAP. V. 








FINANCES AND GAINS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY? ITS STATS 
AS A COMMERCIAL BODY, AND RBASONS WHY IT NEITHER CAN 
NOR OUGHT TO EMBRACE THE WHOLE OF THE TRADE. 


'HE affairs of the India Company have generally been viewed, 
on moft occafions, too much in detail, To enter into the 
minutie of fo great a commerce, would be like counting the grains 
in a fack of wheat ; the general outlines of fo great a concern, and 
not the particular facts, are of the moft importance. 


Trade of a mixed nature, like that to India, may be divided pro- 
perly into two kinds, Tirade in articles of which the confumption 
is certain, neither depending upon fancy or caprice, and which can 
likewife be purchafed or felected without any great degree of com- 
mercial knowledge, The great ftaple articles of tea, metals, and 
raw materials, may in general be claffed under that head. 


The other branch of trade confifts in articles of tafte and fancy, or 
fuch as varying greatly in quality ; require, in the merchants who deal 
in them, a very particular attention to circumftances, confiderable 
knowledge of the goods, and, in general, much induftry, attention, 
and intelligence, to traflic in them with advantage. 


The firft of thefe branches of trade employs a great capital, ex- 


tends to a latge amount, and affords a certain, but not an exceflive 
\ 


profit. 
4 The 
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~ She fecond is lefs expenfive, but requires in proportion to its ex. 
tent more than an equal capital, and may cither be carried on with 
great profit or with lofs, according to the intelligence employed in it, 


It will eafily appear from this, at the firft view, that a great com~ 
pany may carry on the firft branch with greater advantage than indi. 
viduals; but that individuals may carry on the fecond with greater 
advantage than a Company. 


If, when commercial affairs alone occupied the Company, it were 
fill found neceftiry to allow individuals, who were then principally 
the Servants of the Company, (we mean the Captains, Mates, and 
other officers,) to fhare in this trade, on account of the impoffibility 
of entering into the details, or poflefling the knowledge neceflary 5 it 
mutt be infinitely more neceflary at prefent, when territorial poflet- 
fions engrofs the chicf attention of the Direétors, 


It is out of the foregoing circumfances that what is now called the 
FREE TRADE has ftarted up within thefe fow yenra, a trade of which 
we fhall examine the nature in the following Chapter: and unle( the 
Company takes proper methods to reconcile its interefts with thofe of 
the merchants employed in this trade, ruin will be the confequence to 
itfelf; and upon that ruin will the foreign {ree trade erect its greatnefs, 
The Company now carries on aportion of trade on which thereis almott 
arcgular and expeCted lofs, On another'portion *, there appears by its 
reports a fmall gain, but this apparent gain is only upoh paper, and 
even appears there in confequence of leaving out all thofe general ex+ 
pences which bear the hardef upon great and regular eflablifhments. 


Individuals, left unfettered, could carry on the fame commerce 
with great advantage to themfelves; and even under the prefent 


* Sce Appendix, Note [DJ]. aoe 
exifting 
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exifting laws they do carry on the fame advantageoufly, owing to 
their attention, intelligence, and paiticular knowledge of what they © 
are about. 


Without faying that the DireGtors of the Company, or the fervants 
of the Company, want intelligence or attention, it is to be confidered 
that the ftated and fixed rules they have adopted for doing bufinefs, 
preclude the Directors from profiting by the fuperior knowledge of 
individuals amongft them, The fum of effective knowledge, to {peak 
in the ftyle of calculation, muft be brought down to the average under- 
ftanding of thofe who are todetermine. Now, as the average or mean 
term of progreffive quantities is always under, and fometimes much un- 
der the higheft number, a Court of Diredtors cannot on any particular 
fubject exercife the utmoft extent of its information or knowledge, 


Again, as to the executive part, which is committed to fervants, 
they cannot ufe their judgment fo completely as an individual who is 
adting for his own intereft; for the individual looks to the refult, the 
man employed laoks to his re(ponfibility; and difgrace may be the 
portion of the man who, forgetting that, {peculates for the advan- 
tage of a Company: fuccefs will poflibly not obtain him reward, or 
even perhaps thanks, and a failure muft be productive of very fatal 
confequences, 


Thus it is, that a very lucrative part of the Commerce of the Eaft 
is interdicted to a great Company by the nature of things, and that 
the prefent Eaft India Company, not attending fufficiently to this cir 
cumftance, lofes money itfelf, and prevents individuals from gaining, 


We mutt alfo add to this general nature of things, which tende to 
prevent the Company from occupying the trade exclafively with ad~ 
vantage, another caufe that operates againft it: the Company has 

not 
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not fuflicient capital to embrace the whole of the trade; and the lof 
attending upon the artificial capital it does employ, fur eacceds the 
profit on the bufinefs done with it. 


By artificial capital we mean, not only money borrowed in India on 
bonds, or raifed on bills drawn on the Diredlors in Mngland, but that 
capital raifed in the way of purchaling goods on long credit, and pay« 
ing in bills and bonds at long datcs; which, though exempt from the 
appearance, and freed from the appellation or opprobrium of ufury, 
is even worfe, and attended with much more ruinous confequences, 


‘The Company divides ro4 per cent. on ita seal capital, amounting 
to [.6,000,000 of India Stock, or to 12,000,000 of moncy, which is 
£660,000 a year of total dividend. Of that capital, £.4,200,000 is 
lent to Government at 3 per cent, producing an annual fum of 
f.126,000, and leaving a dividend arifing from the commerce aud turns 
vory to the annual amount of £.534,000. 


The fum of £84,000 which the Nation gains by the Loan, borrow. 
ing it at 3 per cent. inflead of § per cent. is at prefent the only advan~ 
tage it receives from the Afiatic trade; and as to the Stockholders, 
they divide only £.60,000 more than fimple interch for their money | 
Such are the mighty profits arifing {rom the almoft exclafive com~ 
merce of the afl, and the pofleftion of a territory upwards of 1,200 
miles in Iength, and 4go in breadth, peopled with above 26,000,000 
of inhabitants, and one of the mofl fruitful portions of the Globe *, 


It is not our purpofe to enquire year by year what the territorial 
revenues amount to. In fome years of peace they exceed, and in fome 


* The duty on Goods imported cannot be confidercd ws any thing becaufe, lee the tinde 
be five ot not, it will equally produces “Phere ave about a,200 Speaker and Voters at the 
Jidit-Llonfe 5 fappofing iworthieds of he Stack to be in theit hands, tewoutd mike Ljoe 
year profit Lo cach above the common interch ef money. 

years 
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years of war thcy fall fhort ; but though the Crores of Rupees, and 
millions of money, found mightily in the ear, and though the figures 
look brilliant on paper, the refult is fimply as we have faid, £.60,000 
to the proprietors, and £.84,000 to the nation, while the debts have 
accumulated toa capital of more than £.13,000,000. 


When reduced then to their juft importance, fuch are the advantages 
to this great Company, taking into confideration the total refult of 
their affairs, and weighing them in an exad balance. In the Appen- 
dix particular flatements may be feen by thofe who are fceptical or 
curious; but we muft once more repeat it, that a general view is of 
greater utility than an enquiry into particular and minute facts, 
which load the memory, diftraét the attention, and give, inftead of 
one clear, fimple, and conclufive idea, a great number of confufed, 
unimportant faéts, which leave the mind either in ignorance or in 
difagrecable doubt and uncertainty. 


Thofe who hear the long, and fometimes animated debates at the 
India Toufe, may be tempted to think that cither patriotifm or gain 
are the caufe ; but no fuch thing: patriotifin is out of the queftion ; 
and as for gain, trifling as the‘excefs over common intereft for their 
money is, it cannot be an object to men of the defcription of India 
P roprietors, more particularly as the dividends are neither increafed 
nor diminithed on account of the loffes and profits of the Company. 


The Company already carries the regularity of the fyftem on 
which it ads, to excefs. It is true, that it cannot go to the length 
that individuals may, on their own account: but ftill it would be 
well to modernize the mode of carrying on bufinefs, and adapt it 
a little more to times and ciicumftances, 


HA , Tt 
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It would be very cafy to point out many houfes of commerce in 
London, who, the intereft of their capital deducted, as we have done 
with the India Company, gain more annually than the Company di- 
vides; fo that, comparing the profits of this great eftablifiment with 
thefe of its cotemperarics, we are led to many curious reflections : 
but when we compare it with the wealth the Afiatic trade has from 
the carlict ages produced, we are loft in aflonifhment. 


A trade almoft exclufive, that has fueceflively enriched every 
nation that ever poffeffed it, the progrefs of which we have briefly 
Nated, and in aid of which, there isa territorial revenue preater 
than that of the Emperor of all the Ruffias, {till docs not equal the 
profits of a fingle merchant, when al) accounts are balanced, and the 


refult fairly brought to account | ! 


Tt is not our intention to make any remarks that might feem fevere 
on this occafion,, but to explain the great and main reafons of fo ex~ 


traordinary a Jad, is certainly required, : 


The Company has run into debt, and is the victim of the ufurious 
tranfactions which that debt occafions, 


It has not capital enough for its trade. 
' Tt has increafed its eftablifhments both at home and abroad, not 
meafuring thofe efablifaments by neceffity, but by its means. 


It has paid more attention to political and territorial afaire than to” 
commerce, and it goes on by that regular routine which is fo ill 
adapted to'commercial aflairs, which are in their nature always 
varying, 
The 
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The variations of the trade to India, as we have already feen, have ~ 
been great in regard to the channels through which that trade has 
run; but we have not yet had occafion to obferve the variations that 
have taken place in its nature, owing to changes in the habits of men, 
and to other caufes, . r 


Formerly perfumes were confumed, both for the worthip of the gods 
and the burial of the dead, as well as for the pleafure of the living ; 
now they are but little in ufe, The Great and fingular Sacrifice 
once offered up for mankind, has put an end to the ufe of perfumes 
upon the altar, throughout the Chriftian world. Cuftom and tafte, 
which are arbitrary and variable, have put an end to the funeral pile 
entirely,and have greatly leffened the confumption of perfumes in com- 
mon life ; fo that one of the principal articles of Afiatic commerce is 
neatly done away, or at leaft is amazingly diminithed. 


The importation of the filk~worm into Europe has leffened the 
demand for that great article ; and laftly, the perfection to which we 
have attained in our manufactures of cotton, porcelain, &c. in this coun- 
try, have done away the neceflity of importing Afiatic ftuffs and china 
ware ftill more. But while, by the changes of manners and of tafte, 
and the improvements in e manufactures, our imports from Afia were 
diminifhed, another change of manners and of tafte augmented them 
beyond example. The tafte for tea, introduced little more than a 
century ago, has extended fo generally, that in that article alone com- 
penfation is‘made for the decline ofall the others, Add to which, that 
a new quarter of the globe is difcovered ; and that civilization and 
wealth making rapid progrefs, carry along with them a great want 
of the productions of Afia. For thefe reafons the trade on the 
whole has augmented; but at the fame time has contiderably 
changed its nature. : 
Ha Another 
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Another and a greater change, with refpect to the Company, is, 
that capital in this country has become+more plentiful; and that modes 
have been difcovered of reducing the rifques of the fea and the 
dangers of {peculation nearly to a certainty; the want of which pave 
great advantages formerly to what is called a Joint Stock Company, 
where the rifqnes and dangers are fared by a great number; fo 
that individuals can now carry on a competition on Teta unequal 
ground than in former times. Befides which, we dhall fee that the 
Company, by being too dictatorial in its mode of tranficling bulinegs, 
has a confiderable diftdvantage, and drives into other channels profits 
and advantages, which it might, with another line of condudt, (ecure 
to itlelf, 


Individuals arc afraid to deal with a Company, which, even in 
its private affairs, mixes a good deal of Afiatic defpotifin ; where 
the times of payment are fometimes fixed and fometimes op 
tional, 


Tt would be ufelefs to enter into a detail of the diftdvantages 
that arife to a great Company, from its being tied down to a 
regular routine, and thereby precluded from ufing that dyeretional 
intelligence which always has been, and always will be, the life of 
commerce, Jt is filicient to obferve, that although formerly, 
when capital and a {pirit of enterprize were wanting, chat regular 
routine produced little inconvenicncy; yet now, “as capital is 
abundant, and the {pirit of enterprize unbounded, that routine is 
become avery hurtful thing, and productive of the worft of con~ 
fequences, 


Of the manner to counterad the evil arifing from the methodical 
manner in which the Company is obliged to acl, we flail have occas 
3 fion 
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fion to fpeak when we come to treat of the plans that appear the moft 
eligible to be adopted ; but furely no perfon can be fo blind as not to 
fee, after the ftatemont we have given, that theic is fome very radical 
defe& in the manner of carrying on our trade to India, confidering at 
the fame time that this commerce produces only as under : 


Total dividends, a £660,000 
Of this comes from Government,for the intereft of money 
lent at 3 per cent. See ae) don, an” ae aBaae 


ence mer 


Remains dividend arifing from commerce and territory, 534,000 
Deduct intereft on capital at 5 per cent. on £.7,800,000*, 390,000 





—e 


Total gain arifing from the trade, - £.144,000 
This £.144,000 is divided between the Nation and the 
Stockholders, as the £.4.,200,000 lent to Government 
is under the common rate of intereft 2 per cent. we mutt 
confider that as annually paid toit, - « *~ 84,000 


Gain clear to Stockholders, “ ~ £.60,000 

The gain ok excefs of revenue of the Company in times of peace, 

is confiderable; but as wars have been fo frequent, that the debts 

on the whole have incrcafed, it is not fair to take either the war or 

peace ftatement, but to take the general refult, which for the time 
paft, we fee is not a favourable one, 


Much will undoubtedly depend on the frequency of wars in future 
in India ; but though this would afford an ample ficld for fpeculation, 
it will not admit of any thing-like calculation; the more fo, that by 
the prefent conteft there, the ftate of the country is likely to be con« 


* Taking the whole flock at 12 millions in money, and dednéting the money lent to Govern 
ment, there semains £.7,800,000 on which dividends are made; therefore, the fair intereft is 
to be deducted, and what remains is profit, 

Aiderably 
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fiderably altered ; and that the war raging in Rurope will leave us ina 
fituation entirely new. All the old conneglions are done away 5 the 
balance of power, fo long talked of, exifls no more ; and whether 
vance is to remain a leading nation or not, is yet uncertain, 


Let us then judge of the future by the paft, and, without pretend. 
ing to make any fort of eflimate, fappofe, that wars will be as fre« 
quent as they have been; then in that cafe we fhall find that more is 
expended during war than is faved in cimes of peace; fo that, on the 
whole, the Company’saffairs cannot be confidered as producing much 
advantage, 


The obligation of paying to Government £00,900 annually, after 
the dividends, and £.500,000 in Jiquidation of their debts, we have 
already had occafion to fpeak upon pretty fully; therefore it is only 
neceflary to fay, that money not being exacted, is a proof that the 
affairs of the Company do not procure fuch gain and advantage as 
were expected, 


But, while we are writing this, an event of great importance, the 
capture of Seringapatam, has taken place; which, if, properly i im. 
proved, may materially better the fituation of the Company. 


Ly being properly improved, we do not mean to fay, that if the 
gallant army which achieved that rapid and dillicult conquefl, fol« 
lows up the advantage; for of that there can be no doubt: but we 
mean, if thofe who manage the territorial afiirs of the Company 
put things on a fafe and fair footing ; if they reduce their expences, 
which the deflru@ion of fo near and {9 turbulent an enemy certunly 
will permit them todo; and dat the fine time they content theme 
felves with an annual tribute from that country, placing the old 
Dynafty on the throne; then the advantage will be great and per. 


nnent, 
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If, on the contrary, the Company endeavours to keep poffeftion 
of that conquered country, the advantages will be uncertain, and its 
duration, at any rate, precarious ; for the profit and lofs of the new 
government, merely as a mercantile affair, is problematical, and de~ 
pends on circumfances: befides which, it may excite new jealoufies 
amongit the native Powers, and fo may ‘lead to new contefts and 


new expences. Pa 
It is however probable, tHat confiderable and permanent advan 


tages will arife from the deftru@ion of fo formidable an enemy ; and, 
in the mean time, the fupply of money obtained by the capture of his 
treafure, muft have a great influence on the finances of the Com~ 
pany, and procure a fupply of fpecie in India, that was very much 
wanted, 


To enter into the confequences of (0 recent an event, the informa~ 
tion concerning which is yet far from ‘complete, and the war which 
occafioned it not over, would be ufelefs. It muft be looked upon 
as an event very favourable to the Company, and will materially alter 
its future def} iny in particular; as by that the French have loft their 
laft hope of co-operation in their defigns upon our poffeffions in 
Afia. 


The wifeft conduct in the Eafl India Company would be, to, 
introduce cconomy into its affairs, both at home and abroad; to de- 
creafe its cflablifhments, and endeavour to pay off its debts ; and, 
limiting its ambition, permit others to participate in the trade to a 
certain degree unmolefted, and only to embrace that portion of jt 
where it reigns paramount and without a rival. 


As a Commercial Body, or Joint Stock Company, we have already 


feen that its privileges extend to a time unlimited,’ Its exclufive 
trade 
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trade terminates in the year 1811, and its territorial pofteflions in 
1818, 


If then things are not fpeedily and advantageoully altered, the 
year 1811, with three years of grace, will probably be the term of 
the monopoly, Tor if the.«Company dovs not pay off its debts, and 
what it ought to pay to Government, there can be ng inducement 
for continuing to grant it an exclivtye privilege any longer; neither 
indeed is there any-reafon, even for the Stockholders, to defire it, 
As to the territorial pofleffions, they alfo will’ piobably be taken away, 
when the time appointed comes. Jor why fhould a Company rule 
over more than twenty millions of inhabitants, unlefs it draws fome 
advantage {rom doing fo? or why fhould this country delegate to a 
Company fo extenfive a domain without profit or advantage? 'The 
Joint Stock Company will only then remain; and the trade, under 
certain regulations and reftrictions, will be laid open to all, 
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CHAP, VI. 





STATE OF THE COMPA}Y¥Y IN REGARD TO TERRITORIAL 
REVENUE, : 


N confidering this fubje@, it is to be obferved, that the neceflity 
~ of remitting the furplus revenue of India, through a commércial 
medium, is univerfally acknowledged, This is perhaps the be(t rea- 
fon which can be given, for the exiftence of the Company at the 
prefent moment, as well as to juftify, on the grounds of good and 
prudent management on their part, future pretenfions to a renewal 
of their Charter,” 


. : 
The territérial revenues of India, although in the hands of the Eaft 
India Company, and managed by them and their fervants abroad, 
mutt be confidered as belonging to the State, and only entrufted to’ 
their prudence and care. The Company are therefore the ftewards 
‘of the State, and ought to account fairly for what they receive on 
the {core of territorial revenue. At the fame time Government’ 
fhould be extremely liberal in regard to what they exact from the 
Company in ready money, confidering the very great advantages 
which are reaped by the fhipping intereft of this country, as well as’ 
by the manufacturers and the proprietors of tin, lead, copper, and 
other Maples; all circumftances tending to enrich the fubjects, and 
increafe the revenues of Great Britain. 


I The 
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The territorial revenues of India, fo far as they can be applied, 
ought to be employed in doing the greateft poflible good to this 
countrys in exporting, on the one hand, Juch articles as the private 
trader dare not attempt to do, from the low price fuch articles bear 
in India; and on the other, to import fach articles of Indian produce 
ag bears the fmalleft profit in the Huropean market. By thefe means, 
flowing from the rich fources of India, would the Haft India Com. 
pany produce the greateft poflible logitement to reciprocal induflry in 
both countries, the five trade would Voufitistied, and harmony fub- 
fit between all par ties; for we mean here Y"be underflood, that as 
the Company enjoy fo confiderable a bonus, from the liberality and 
good will of the nation, they are bound to employ a part of it in fuch 
a way as to remunerate the Public for the facrifices which they make: 
faciifices which not only promote the profperity, but fecure the 
very exiflence of the Eaft India Company. 


It is not, however, our intention to fay that the whole burthen of 
alofing trade fhould fall on the Company, for that would be a hard= 
hip: on the contrary, it will be fhewn in another pant of the work, 
that the Company fhould enjoy the exclufive privilege tg ig feveral very 
profitable branches of commerce, the which would prove much more 
than faflicient indemnity for the lofs they might fuftain, 


The fituation of the Eaft India Company, in regard to territorial 
revenue, ought to be confidered in two ways. 


Tirlt, Asa great acceflory divifion of the power of Creat Britain, 
not in the immediate hands of the xecutive Government, but fab- 
je@ to control; and as being at all times liable, in cales of neceflity, 
to be called in aid of the Mmpire at large + fiom this arrangement the 
heft confequences might be expected to follow; for the patronage of 
India in the pofefion of an U-difpoftd Minifer, would afford means 

of 
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of corttiption ( extenfive, a6 toe ndanger the pure fpirit of the Britith 
Confitution. : 


Secondly, As the circulating medium for applying the Surplus 
revenue of India the moft advantageouily to the nation at large, com 
bining at the fame time, the profperity of dur valuable Eaftern depen-' 
dencies, and encouraging the trade“Of thofe poffeffions. 


Agrteeably to thefe_views, it would be better to have the mae 
nagement of the revenues of India feparated from the national 
concerns of Great Britain, and conducted too by other hands. Ac~ 

‘cordingly, the refpectability and exalted fituation of the Eaft India 
Company, added to the great fhare they and their fervants abroad 
have had in the acquifition of the territory, beft qualifies, and indeed 
entitles them to the important truft of interfering in the revenues of 
our Eaftern poffeffions—Whilft, as a commercial body on a great and 
liberal foale, they are moft proper and fit to remit the furplus to 
Great Britain. 

y. 

Upon the ‘whole, it may be prudent and expedient to leave the 
application of the territorial revenues of India under the manage- 
ment of the Eaft India Company, but fubject to wife and falutary 
control: and we {hall clofe this chapter by referring * to the amount 
of the territorial revenues at each Prefidency, and the annual expences 
of poffefion, with the furplus balance after the whole outgoings are 


difcharged. 


The recent capture of Seringapatam, and the fubmiffion of the 
whole of the Myfore, which will no doubt be followed up by the 
fall of the difant dependencies of that kingdom, bid fair to encreafe 
the territorial revenucs of the Company. On the, probable refult, 


* Vile the conclufion of Appendix [B]. 
La we 
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we, fhall here only remark, that the reyenues of Myfore amounted to 
nearly three millions fering per annum, But on this important cons 
queft we fhall take an opportunity of commenting, in another and 
more appropriate part of the prefent work, 


CILAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 





OF THE TRADE THAT pie Ain DEEMED ILLICIT TRADE, 
OF TRADE THAT Is IFLICIT, AND OF FREE TRADE, 


EFORE we begin upon this interefting fubje@, it becomes 
neceflary to rectify an error, and a very material one, being 
nothing lefs than a total mifapplication‘of the term Innicir TRADE 
toIndia. The public has been led to think, that every Englith houfe 
that is concerned direétly or indireétly in trade to India, unlefg as a 
Stockholder of the Company, is engaged in what is‘ #icit or uz 
larofil. 


Such an idea is perfectly ridiculous in itfelf; but, to fay the leaft of 
it, is inaccurate and ill-founded. Italfo is very detrimental to many 
commercial houfes; and finally, is very hurtful to the interefts of the 
India Company itfelf, 


Illicit Trade in time of war, and Illicit Trade in time of peace, are 
very different: the former taking ina very wide field; the latter, in 
comparifon, a very narrow one. A trade to France, Holland, Spain, 
or the country of an enemy, is at this time hei in toto; however 
carried on, by whom, or whatever the articles of which it confifts 
may be. 


A trade carried on toa friendly or neutral country, can only be 
illicit fo far as it militates againft fome ftanding law, regulation, or 
treaty, of one or the other of the countrics, 

‘ A trade 
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A trade between any neutral or friendly power and India is Wiis, 
or not flict, wpon the fame general principles. That is to, fay, 
trade may, under certain bounds, be carried on with India bywentral 
States, juke as LeGALty and rAIRLY as any other trade, atany other 
time whatever. 


The Charter of the Fail Indis Company is, fo far as regards the 
fubjes of his Britannic Majefly, %Jaw of the State, f long as it 
lafls. To go againft that is, Pole eae the law; how. 
ever, to be convinced that the Charter of the*Company is not this 
complete monopoly, we have but to examine it. [See che Charter aé 
the end.] 1n fo important an affair as this, it was neceflary to draw 
a diflingt line ; accordingly, the law by which this is regulated, fays, 
that neutral vefftl muft be furnifhed with the paffport of its fovereign 
—A certificate of property—The mafler foall not belong to a hoftile couns 
try—The owners of the frip and cargo not fubjeéts of a hofile power ; 
and the bills of lading flall diftover the true and lawful owners, 


Wherever fich documents are produced, and fuch’things are the 
‘fad, the trade is what is called rrom TRADE. Whenever they are 
not, the trade is called rnn1e17 5 from which it moft plainly follows, 
that when there are no hoftile powers, the five érade has a very exten 
five range; bue in time of war that range is more or lets circum 
feribed, according to the number of hoflile or neutral powers; but, 
except as to the extenfion, the nature of this trade is at all times 
fundamentally the fame, 


The privileges of the India Company, as fecured to it by its 
Charter, are very great; but the advantages it pofledes from its great 
credit, its extenfive pofleMions in India, and immediate connection with 
the Britifh Government, as well as by its extentive fhipping interell, 
are greater Mill, They indeed originate in the Charter, but form no 

part 


(7) 
part of it, though they fecure to the Company at all times a great 
faperiovity over other companies or individual traders; and if that 
fapetieyity is loft, it will be by the mifcondu& of the Company 
itfelf. 


But the capital of the Company is not equal to the whole trade to 
India; the engagements it lies undepare heavy, and there is an ener- 
gy in individuals which neither pewer, nor numbers, nor capital can 
give, that will make a competition be fupported with fuccefs; and it 
is but fair that .it {ould be fo; nor is it the intention of other 
nations, or of this nation, that it fhould be otherwife ; therefore, 
any thing that may tend to difcredit fo fair a competition is a real 
injury to fociety, and an attack upon the rights of commercial 
men. 


Sceing, as we do, that the Englifh Eaft India Company is not a 
complete monopoly; but that, by the uncommon circumftances of 
the times, and the fall of the Dutch and French companies, it is 
nearly poffeffed, cxclufively of the whole commerce of the Eaft, an 
advantage which its Charter neither gives nor is intended to give; 
but which, neverthelefs, moft fubfantially and truly exifts; we 
mutt fay, that it has very little reafon to be jealous of the free 


trade. 


At atime when this Company, then, enjoyed fuch advantages, 
unintended and unexpedted, the few competitors that were left might 
have expected to be permitted to enjoy in peace their {mall advan- 
tages; and indeed, to do every juftice to the Board of Directors and 
the Company at large, they have not attempted to prevent them ; 
but a member who was elevated to the firft place in the Direc- 
tion, a¢tuated by an over-great and unwife zeal, has made a moft 


unheard of and extraordinary attempt to ciuth the fair and free trade, 
3 and, 
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and, like unto the king of Ifracl, coveted the ewe lamb of his neigh. 
hour, unmindful of the numerous flicep in his own fold, 


1" 
aa 


‘ 

The attack upon the five ¢rade was made in as extraordinary a mans 
neras it was in itfelffingalar, ‘The attack was very ferious in its 
nature, and has produced {erious confequences to feveral commercial 
houfes, and never was any charge worded in fo Loosk, VAGUE, IN« 
ACCURATH, and CARELESS a manner, © ‘he following,” fays the 
aceufer, “ is a lilt of somn of the houfrs who are RITHER PRINCI * 
PALS OR AGENTS in this nnicrr TRADTRA,, 


Can any thing be more fingular than this manner of preferring a 
charge of a {erious nature again{l some of the parties who were either 
PRINCIPALS OF AGENTS Phat is to fay, afew merked men, cholen 
from a many, who are cither guilty or innocent, 

® 


Tt might indeed be to fave trouble, that one round dozen were 
produced, asa fpecimen of innocent or of guilty men, (juft as a Birw 
mingham rider carries a grofs of patterns in his fiddle-bags,) al« 
though it had the unfortunate effect of piving the unlucky gentle. 
men, fo felected asa fpecimen, a bancful {pecies of preheminence, It 
is, nay it can be, no matter of doubt, but that thofe houfes were 
f{ele@ed at random out of a great number, for the Chairman’s oath, 
when chofen, prevents favour or affection. Want of conlideration, 


* General indignation amongf commencial men mui be the confequence, and difcufions 
excited that will limit, rather Uhan extend, the privifepes of the Company. One might 
addrefs thofe who were fo bufy in this aftir as Cominins did the tribunes, who had excited 
the people to banith Coviolunns from Rome. 

Comivius You haye made fine work, you and your clutler You're goodly things, you 
voices—You and your crafts, you have crafted it faiihelped to fet fie wo your own houtes, 
and have the fealding Jead upon your own pates, &e. 

yf Citizen, When J frid banifh him, T fit it wana pity, 

ad Gitizen, And fo did 1. 

3d Cinaen, And fo did ) 5 and fo did very muny of uto be fine we did fty fowand now 
we find it fo, 

4. how- 
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however, there certainly was”; for it was preparing a bed of iron for 
ene on leaving others on a bed of rofes, 


The higher the tower of Siloam was, the heavier did its ruins fall 
on thofe below +; but we muft fill fuppofe that this was done 
through zeal, and the enthufiafm of the moment; like a filor who 
from the gallery above, in ecftafy with the tune of Rule Britannia, 
throws down a bottle on the inhabitants of the pit below, without 
either vengeance or ill intention ; but without confidering the evil 
his rafh and ill-timed enthofiafm may produce. 


No attack could have come from a much higher quarter, confe- 
quently none could be much more feverely felt. Both prudence and 
humanity require, that men in exalted ftations fhould confider the 
weaknefs of others, and ufe their great but brief authority with a 
cautious hand. 


Tt is not indeed very eafy to conceive how principals or agents, 
could be coupled together in one accufation, for the law about #Heit 
trade, and that which diftinguifhes it from fair trade, makes a de~ 
cided diftinion ; all the papers and documents required by the fair 
trader relate to proprietors, principals, the fhip and its equipage, 
but not ta agents; who therefore are not at all, nor can by any : 
reafoning be placed in the fame fituation: the law placing them in 
one directly different, by mentioning repeatedly the principals, but 
nevet the agents. - 


The difference between being principals or agents is equivalent to. 
that of guilty from nof guilty, which it was wonderful a gentleman of. 
known talents could entirely overlook. 


# If it was not want of confideiation, it was great want of juftice, which we cannot fappofe, 
+ The Tower of Siloam did not fall on the moft guilty head, 


K A de 
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A denunciation worded fo loofely did indeed furnith the accufer 
with great facilities in cflablifhing his charge; for it only went toy, 
that the profcribed twelve were fame of thofe who were cither prin 
cipals ov agents in illicit trade: but, unfortunately for himfell, this 
aceufer docs not fucceed in cfablithing the main facts for ina court 
of juftice it had been proved that the fhip in queftion was doughé in 
London for Danifo merchants, navigated with a paflport from the 
King of Denmark, and in every refpect was fo ttrittly compliant to 
the law, that the Court of Manii/a declares—rirn SAID SIP COULD 
NOT HAVE ARRIVED WITH BETTER PAPERS TUAN THOSE stp 
WAD PRODUCED, : 


Thofe who know any thing of commerce muft be fenfible, that the 
credit of a commercial houfe refembles in delicacy the reputation of 
awoman—that it is as eafily wounded, and that the wound is often 
equally fatal. A fact is afferted, or even an infinuation made, that 
the moft unfpotted chara@er and unblemifhed conduct can never en~ 
tirely do away ; owing to a propenfity among mankind (not indeed 
very honourable to human nature, but unfortunately very general) to 
give credit to malignant reports. 


As the circumftances of a houfe having embarked its capital in 
illicit trade, and that the trade has been difcovered, is equal to fay~ 
ing, that the property of the houfe is about to be forfeited, or conffcated, 
nothing could more effectually take away the credit of a merchant; 
accordingly we find, that one of the proferibed twelve, though a 
houfe long and well cflablifhed, was brought into fach imminent 
peril by the accufation, that nothing but the real folidity of its 
eapital could have carried it through *. ITow the others have felt 
the fhock we do not fo well know but, abftracting from the attack 
on moral character, it muft have had fome effect on the credit of all, 


‘ Meftio, Mince and Pudor, London, and Fedlor and Minuet, of Dover, 
until 
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until the trath was difcovered, and the fairnefs of the trade in quef- 
ndon afcertained. 

Although the charge has been completely and fatisfaGtorily done 
away, the trade being proved to be a fair one ; yet it is of great im~ 
portance fill to confider the difference between being principals and 
being agents; becaufe, even had the trade, upon a ftrict invettigation, 
proved to be, illicit, the agents were not for that culpable; whereas 
the principals muft have been fo ; therefore, in reducing things to 
their real ftandard,.the vague accufation of being either principal or 
agent, is like a magiftrate committing a man to prifon as being the 
perpetrator or witnefs of a murder, The agent afts in a prefcribed 
capacity, according to the orders of others, at the rifque of others, 
and without participating in the fate of the adventare. 


It is not our bufinefs, nor our intention, to’ fight the battle of any. 
of the houfes that have been named as principals or agents in this 
bufinefs; becaufe we mean, to treat the queftion of general and not’ of 
porticular interefts: but when it is not poffible to treat the general 
queftion, without adverting to the individual ad, there i is no’means 
of avoiding perfonal difcuflion, 


Lf ' 
Great allowances are to be made for zeal in a caufe *, particularly 
when the mind has dwelt for a confiderable time on one object; thus 
it comes, that with the fairelt intentions, incoherent, contradictory, 


* It was thus that a merchant at L’Orient in France, who had a good deal of India ftock, and 
was very zealausto preventillicittrade, (about which he was always talking,) was tarned into tidis 
culginacurious‘manner, One of the wits of L'Osienty knowing this old gentleman's weak fide, 
went and told him, that the fmugglers (coutrebandiers) had taught {ea-gulls and other marine 
birds to carry fmall bags of aatmegs and cinnamon from the hips, and depofit them on the fhore 
among the rocks, The well-known fact of carrying pigeons was adduced ns a proof of this 
ihicit trade 3 aud old Monfieur went off poft to Paris’ to folicit an order of council for fhooting all 
the fen-fowl on the coat, The denunciation of this gentleman caufed a laugh at the India 

Ka Houle; 
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and abfurd accufitions of a wrangling fhip’s crew, have been received 
as authentic materials, although the men had arrived at the port with 
the avowed intention of accufing and criminating each other, 

Thofe who feel for the weaknefs of human nature will excufe, no 
doubt, thefe acts, which arife from an over great zeal, even when they 
do harm. Unfortunately we hye in times when zeal in a good 
caufe has occafioned more mifchief than ever was, ina like {pace of 
time, produced by the worfl intentions, Zeal is like the jaundice, 
and difcolours objecls, 


Suppofing that inflead of vague denunciation, a REAL charge could 
have been brought forward, there would, perhaps, even then, have 
been more wifdom. in doing it in a prfvate and delicate manners for 
the extenfive commerce of the Eat India Company hus already ex~ 
cited envy enough, aid we have fhewn in another place that that 
envy, when peace comes, will bring on a very ferious difeuffion 
amongft uations; not amongtt commercial Companies. 


Tt is impofMible that commercial men at large can have feen with 
indifference, that, under the form of au official report, made by a 
Diredlor to a public Company, the credit and characler of any of them 
may be wounded with cafe and impunity ; and in matters of com- 
merec, the opinion of commercial men at large will, in the end, 
govern that of the public; all which, in this cafe, mutt be injurious 
to the interefts of the Company, 


What we are here predi@ing has already begun to take place, 
though fo little time has yet intervened ; it will therefore be very 


Voufe; the DireQors faw the joke, and confequently woul not apply to the King and Council ; 
and it was very fortunate for the feathered tiihe, their exiftence did not depend on either credit 
ov ebaadte, fo that neither their commerce nor feelings were Int, and tho dead nit trade 
went on as ufial, 

necenliiry 
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neceflary for the Company to be prepared for, and to anticipate fome 
Pegulations, that muft, fooner or later, be made for the better recon- 
ciling their interefls with thofe of the free trader, 


To grafp at all, is never wife; to grafp at more than we can hold 
to the privation of others is never juft; and though the honourable 
Company has not fhewn any difpofition to fecond the views of thofe 
who feem to with to get all the trade into its power, yet fomething 
more than negative conduct on the part of the Company, would in 
this cafe be wife, ay probably will be expected, . 

Thofe (and they are the greateft number) who have had no hand 
in bringing forward this bufinefs, will fay “ that they have nothing 
to do with it;” and it is true, that if blame does attach, it is not to 
them; but it is not blame, but danger that is the queftion, and that 
danger attaches to the Company. If, therefore, the Direétors would 
condefcend to enter into the merits of the cafe, they would probably 
be inclined to make fome fort of compromife with commercial men at 
large for the injury that a portion of them, and the infult that all of 
them have fuftained, 


Whatever comes with the official form of a report to the Court of 
Directors, founded apparently upon deep enquiry, and from a perfon 
occupying fo eminent a fituation as that of Chairman of the Com- 
pany, muft excite great attention, and at firfl, whatever its fate may 
be afterwards, obtain credit. Commercial men have no fhield to 
prote& them againft fuch attacks, and have no mode of obtaining 
redrefs; it would then accord with the dignity and juftice of the Com- 
pany to come to fome public refolution, declaring, “ that in future, 
“no fach reports fhall ever be made in a public manner; and that, 
« till legal invefligation takes place, no publicity fhall ever be given 
‘* to fufpicions entertained againft individual traders, either in this 

* country 
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“ country or inany other. ‘That the only mode by which the Com. 
« pany will oppofé rrix TRADE, will be by fupplying Europe pa 
“ advantageous terms; and the only way they will punith itiere 
« prann, be by the laws of the country.” This would be a hir 
tefolution ; it would be noble and generous, as it would be voluntary, 
and is now the only fpecics of atonement that can be made to com- 
mercial men at large *. 

The forms of bufinefs in a great Company require many tranficions 
to be difcufled publicly, which in common comnsycial affairs are only 
difeufled confidentially and in fecret; but when a fubjed, is of a deli- 
cate nature, and may compromife the credit of individuals, prudence 
and juftice both require that the ufual formalities fhould be difpenf. 
ed with: for though a Joint Stock Company requires, that in fome 
cafes the proprietors at large muft, for their own interefla, and aca 
cording to the Charter, be appealed tos yet the ecernal laws of equity, 
that are more facred than any Charter whatever, forbid any Com. 
pany or fet of men, however great, from doing an injury to others 
with impunity, however much their interes may be conneded 
with it, 


A fecret committee exits at the India Tlouf, for the purpofe of 
conducting fuch affairs as it would be injurious to the Company to 
have made public. Now, it is but right, that the affhirs of other 
perfone should be as facred to the Company as their own. 


* Tufe the the word atonement, becnufe, even had the illicit trade esitted, to fay that the 
twelve honfea fingled out were soare of the illicit traders, implied that there wore sons, which 
was both an injury and infule co commercial men in general; bifdes tia, legal proceedings 
are the only ones that rival traders ate permitted againt cach other in fimilar cals; fora public 
report is juft na bad, aa if one conumercial houfe waa to pat an advertifement in the newhpapert 
again the credit of another ;-though in form it fe different, the eRedt is the fame, 


Wherever 
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Wherever laws or regulations exift, thefe laws fhould be the guide, 
afd the opinion of twenty-four men, or of twenty-four thoufand, 
will neither alter law nor fact: and as to the fearching the truth 
out, the Secret Committee, with the aid of the Board of Controul, 
is furely the fitteft; therefore neceflity cannot, in {uch cafes, be any 
plea for public difeuffions of the nator alluded to. : 


The declaration, therefore, which we point out as fair and reafon- 
able for the Company to make, could never injure it in any cafe, nor 
prevent the fearching out illicit trade; as neither voluminous reports, 
nor long fpceches, within the bar nor without the bar, are of any utility, 
towards forwarding fuch enquiries. 


In cafes like the prefent, inftead of fhewing a monopolizing jea- 
loufy of all thofe who participate in the trade to India,‘ the time 
would be much better beftowed in confidering the nature of the 
cafe, and what it would be wife i in the Company itfelf to do; but fo 
long as difcuffions of this kind are carried on with perfonal ani- 
mofity; fo long as the veffel fails with gufts of fide wind, and not 
with fleady and propitious gales,*fo long muft fhe get out of her 
courte, and endanger the profperity of the voyage: and the more 
great queftions are agitated on a wrong principle, the worfe will 
the iffuc be. 


An attempt to prove a trade to be illicit, that is in itfelf regularly 
carried on according to the rules eftablithed by law, mutt fall back 
on the heads of thofe who make it; and it is fair it fhould, particu- 
larly when the jealoufy, as we fhall foon fee, arifes from the conduct 
of the accufirs, and not of the accufed. 


The real caufe of jealoufy originates in this, that as the greater 
part of the inveftments made in India are done with money that Eu- 
ropeans have-gained there, and with to remit home; and as the Com~- 
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pany, adding a little of the fpirit of Afiatic defpotifin to that of Ru. 
ropean monopoly, will not give bills on this country, ¢ither on advan 
tageous terms or at convenient dates ; Europeans, whether the fervinta 
of the Company or not, try to procure more favourable terms by 
other channels; which they do, with fome advantage to themselves, 
and gain to thofe with whom they negociate, 


From this circumfance, and the laws exifling, it happens that a 
forcign houfe (a Dane, or Swede) may trade to India with very little 
advance of capital, Itis only necefliry to provide.a cargo out, which 
cofls generally but little, and furnifh their correfpondents in India 
with good bills of exchange on Europe at fhort dates, and with thofo 
bills moncy cnough can be procured in India to pay for all expences 
of the home inveflment; and even if 4 or § fer cent. be loft by the 
vate of exchange, it is not an object to them, becaufe it faves fo great 
an advance of capital, 


We mutt here make a diktin@ion between the trade to India and to 
any part of Rurope, where inveftments may be made, that is, gooda 
purchafed with bills on England to any amount ; for in India money 
muft be found, or it muft be font there. Now, there is no way of find« 
ing money there for bills on England, but by applying to thofe who 
have remittances to make; thofe, therefore, who have fenfe and li« 
berality cnough to give bills on advantageous terms, will pick up the 
greateft part of the money accumulated there by Buropeana; while 
others, who have not that wifdom and liberality, will be obliged to 
remit bullion for the excels of the home inveflment over that {ent 
out. 


The India Company grants bills at five hundred and forty-eight days, 
and frequently renewable during pleafure, ‘Ihoft who have had of 
thofe bills know how inconvenient they are, particularly in the time 


of 
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of war, when they cannot be difcounted ; and as it is to be taken into 
account that ‘a man who is ready to return home, and employed in 
gathering together the whole of his fortune, is generally both ava- 
icious and impatient, itis not to be expected that fach bills will be 
much relifhed; and the faé is, that they are not, and furely it is very 
juttifiable for any man, who wants ko remit his fortune home, to da 

it in the moft advantageous way he can. 

There is not, it is true, any good criterion by which the amount 
of money made in«India by individuals and remitted annually can be 
eftimated ; but there are many great land-marks to go by, all of 
which prove that the fums are enormous. Whether we look at the 
immenfe fortunes of fome individuals, and the great number of thofe 
perfons who fetirh with moderate fortunes, or whether we look at 
the immentfe balances due to India in the accounts of every year, we 
muft equally allow private remittances from thence to be great, becaufe 
money does nof accumulate in that country ; on the contrary, it is very 
fcarce: therefore it is fair to conclude, that what goes by the public 
channel, returns, or at leaft the greater part of it, by private ones, 


Another fyflem with refpet to billson England would be the way 
to profit by thefe remittances, If the Company were to be guided by 
a policy fimilar to that of the Minifter when he took off fo great a por- 
tion of the duty on tea, then it would have lefs need of capital, and 
foreign houfes would require more to carry on their bufinefs. This 
would be removing the caufe, which is the beft way of preventing 
the effect, “ Sublata caufe, tollitur effedtus;” for no fingle power, 
however gteat, can with advantagé in fuch a cafe combat the indi» 
viduals, who are interefted to elude its interference. 


It is indeed natural enough for men in authority to take the fum- 


mary mode of power to remedy the inconveniencies they find. them- 
L felves 
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felves He under, from whatever caufe they may arifes but power will 
not always fuceced; and though the Company is a very great body; 
yet individuals will, f long as the Dritity Conflitution remains, be 
able to defend themfelves, and therefore a little addrefé would be 
sore efficient than a great cxertion of power; for the further the 
matter is examined into, the ingee unjuft and inexpedient will it be 
found to allow the free trade to be crufhed, or thofe who carry it 
on td be opprefted, 


Tt would be a difcuftion into which wedo not with to enter, 
to-enquire what farther privileges the fubjects of neutral powers 
would require to have, and what might fafely be given them; but 
that is not the mof material queftion; which is: Whether i¢ will not 
be neceflary, and that imperioufly fo, to give to the sunyners or 
uts Majrstry, and to Enatisn wousns ESTABLISNED IN LONDON, 
the fame privileges that foreigners enjoy, without which, capital will 
migrate from this country, and {ettle in the hands of foreigners, 


Here we are led by neceflity into a queftion of general politics, 
which we cannot pafs over, relative to the manner in which capital 
deferts a country like England. 


Capital is employed in various ways, The landed property, and 
the capital employed in cultivating it, form the greateft portion of 
the riches of every country. Manufaétures, houfes, goods in ware« 
honfes, and moncy employed in internal exchange and commerce, 
employ a confiderable portion of the wealth alfo of every country: a 
very great proportion of the accumulated wealth of England is in 
thefe latter forms, 


‘Iwo other employments for capital, which are not abfolutely ne~ 
ceffary, and do not exift in all countries, but which neverthelefs are 
equally 
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equally employments for it, are, thipping, and credit given to toreign | 
‘nations, In England thiefe two lat employments are very extentive, 


and the gain arifing therefrom, as it comes from other nations, may ’ 


be faid to aliment, or give nourifhinent to all the others. Internal 
trade is but exchange of the prodpce of one man’s labour for that 
of another; but the commerce with other countries, when carried on 
advantageoufly, brings money in, which remains; and fach has long 
been the cafe with England, 


When capital deferts a nation, it is not the capital employed in 
land, nor in the cultivation of it; neither at the firft is it the capital 
employed in manufactures; but the credits on foreigners go firft, and 
then the active eae that i is employed in trading from one country 
toanother, ~~ 

The uncommon, nay, the unprecedented fituation of thofe houfes in 
England who, precluded from being principals in the trade to India, 


are obliged to act as agents, will naturally lead them to go to the.’ 


continent, when this war fhall be finifhed, there to gain as princi- 
pals with their capital a large profit witli fafety, inftead of remaining 
here to gain a {mall profit, and at the rifque of having bills of difo~ 
very and other vexatious and ruinous proceedings taking place againft 
them. 


The great noife that was made fome years ago about our manufac~ 
turers emigrating with their capitals to America, may perhaps have 
led people to think, that the apprehenfion of any fpecies of. capital 
leaving this country is vague and unfounded; but'there is, if fo, a 
very great error, for the cafes are nowife fimilar. 


In the firft place, a manufacturer who emigrates muft refolve to . 


fell his ftock to a great difidvantage. He never can be certain of 
La getting 
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getting workmen where he is going; and laflly, he muft begin the 
world ag it were over again, amangtt (rangers, and ina ftrange land. 
In addition to thefe difficulties which attend every cmipration of ma- 
aufacturers in that particular cafe of emigrating to America, there 
were peculiarly great and additional inconveniencies, America is: 
not calculated to be a manufacluging country until agriculture has 
ceafed to drink up all the capital Chat comes into i, which keeps the 
intereft of money and the wages of labour at an exceflive rate, fo 
that the American manufadorer cannot come in competition with, 
the Englifh manufacturer for lownels of price; and if he could, it 
would be totally impoflible to give the fame length of credit, without 
which it would be in vain to come into the market at all *, 


Tt follows from this, that great obftacles were in the way of our 
manufacturers departing for America, and Mill greater obflacles when. 
they got there 3. the emigration could not then be very great, even in 
the firft inNlance, and could not be of any long continuance; but, 
in the prefent inflance, the cafe is totally diferent. "To transfer a, 
counting-houfe from henee to fome place on the continent of Murope,, 
which may be done withoutany lofs, and at a very inconfiderable ex 
pence, is all the ingonveniency in the firll inflance; and, as for every 
thing after, it is advantage, and not lols; and it is moreover advan» 
tage that can be calily calculated, and is well aflared, 


* ‘The Americana get aighteon months credit ; and, as money is worth more than ag per 
ceah per anit, Wriith goods are frequently fol publicly, for realy money, under prime colt, 
and yet with profit to the importer, Asn pioof of the value of money these, though ne 
Taw exitts which fubjedts the drawer af a bill on Vmope toa fine of ag per coats if it ie ren 
turned protefed, yet fill there are perfona who daw and negociute fuch bills, knowing they 
will come back with the penalty upon them; aud many times this fo done with advantage, 
though the bill cannot be expected to he nbove fix mouths in returnings Tt would be a better 
bufinefa to buy Englih goods on credit, aud fell them for ready money at half price Lill 
this is altered, how can manufiuves flourith in America ——Julk as grapes do in Scotland, 


3 Uniela 
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Unlefs then the fubjects of his Britannic Majefty are put upon 4- 


footing with foreigners, fuch of them as have capital, and are in the 
India trade, will certainly eftablith themfelves abroad, and England 
will enjoy the agency with a {mall profit, while other countries will 
reap the great advantages that are — to being principals in fo 


lucrative a branch of trade. . 


‘To put this on @ right footing isa national obje@. It is neither 
fot the; Direétors nor the Stockholders to fettle this point, in 
whith’ the Britit, Government and the Britifh Nation have the 
greateft flake, he ay 

Ina ftate of commercial profperity like that in which this country 
is, it is natural to defpife dangers, and to fay, that thofe who do not 
like it may leave it; but we cannot hear fuch language without con« 
fidering it as the combined produce of ignorance and vanity; for 
though it may with propriety be applied to a few malcontents, whofe 
prefence will never benefit any country, yet, applied to men who 
have cither capital or induftry, it is very ill applied indeed; and when 
we confider that.our great commercial profperity is the chief fupport 
of our immenfe national expenditure, and that they haye very nearly: 
kept pace with each other * (ever fince our expenditure became con- 
fiderable), the fmalleft falling off is to be confidered as a thing to 
be carefully avoided, and far from thinking we are fafe becaufe 
we are exalted, ig may be depended upon that the very reverfe is 


the cafe. 


* In otder to fee how thefe have kept pace with each other, fee a Chart, publithed by the 
Author of this Book, by W, Dickie, ftationer, oppolite Exeter Change, in the Strand, and 
Meftia, Murray and Wighley, Fleet Street, from which it will be plainly perceived, that, 
except during the Ametican War, our exports and revenues have gone very nearly in two par 
rallel lines, 


” We 
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The Dutch furnith us with an exauple of a nation which, in 
proportion to its internal Qrength and riches, curried on a (all greater 
commerce than we do; but from the moment they begun to be con- 
tented with only being agents, and cealed to be principals, their 
commercial importance diminithyd ; and thongh the events that 
time may bring about are concfaled from ow view, one of thofe 
that we fhould be the leak apt'to believe in, is the refloration of 
its commercial wealth and importance to that once flourithing 
people, “ 


Tt is not to be expeGed that with the intelligence, the fpirit of 
enterprifé, and the capitul of the prefent day, one Company can 
completely monopolize a trade which, as we have already faid, has 
from the earliefl ages enriched whole nations. ‘The attempt to do it 
will nvoft certainly be attended with an abridgment of thoy privileges 
which the Company now enjoy; for, powerful as it is, its opponents 
will rife up in great numbers, and the neceftity of the cafe will oblige 
miniflers to liflen to them. Were the fim of {500,000 a year 
regularly paid by the Company to Government, perhaps the will of 
miniflers, and the oppofition of the many, would be of little avail 
but, as things are, the cafe is very different; for whether the Company 
has or has not obtained the renewal of its charter on equitable terms, 
the conditions of the bargain remain equally binding, and the Com 
pany is under the neceflity, when called upon, either to make the 
payments due, or fhew its incapacity to do . The firft we believe 
to be dificult; the fecond might indeed be eafy ; but would the ad- 
vantage be great?—-No, certainly—A Company fo fituated mutt 
receive, and not exped to give the law. If, therefore, thofe who 
are concerned in the free trade, have interefl enough with Minillers 
to get the matter examined, Minifters have power cnough to get their 
will executed, 


i 
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If there is any certain method of curing Fortune of her fickle and 
‘capricious whims, it is to be done by moderation in profperity, and 
in this cafe by reconciling the exifting advantages of the Company 
with the advantages longed for, and looked for by the free trader ; the 
mode of doing which, we thall poipt out in the following Chapter, in 


which the interefts of ‘both will besfairly difcufted, 
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PLAN FOR RECONCILING THE INTEREST OF THE EAST INDIA 
COMPANY WITH Tost OF FREE TRADERS, AND FOR AMELI~ 


ORATING THE SITUATION OF BOTIL 


WE now proceed to enquire into the means by which our com. 

meree with India may be managed ‘in fuch a manner as to 
afford the greatefl advantage to Britith fubjects, whether in a corpo. 
rate ot individual capacity, and the higheft poffible revenue to the 


nation, 


After all that has been urged by different authors againt generat 
and unlimited monopolies, it muft be allowed, that a Company 
fanétioned by the Legiflature for a period of two hundred years, and 
from that length of time, involving a chain of connedlions and depen~ 
dencies not enfily to be broken, could not at once be entirely done 
away, even were the period arrived, when its Charter hall legally 
expire. Time only can alleviate and finally remove ills that admit 
not of an immediate cure, 


Tor the fake of avoiding all convulfion, and hazard of convulfion, 
by too rapid innovation, it would be more expedient to change our 
mode of trading to India by degrees, not to abandon the prefent 


mode, but gently to tranfinute it into another and a happier form; 
and 
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in the progreffion towards that form, neither to make ufe of am= 
putation, nor violent phlebotomy, but to imitate that alterative procefs 
which is carried on with fo much felicity in the metamorphofes, and the 
whole economy of nature, It is on this principle that we proceed, while 
we attempt to reconcile, in the b&t manner we can, the difcordant 
interefts of all the parties concerned: in the Britifh. commerce with 
India. 


The utility of commerce to great Britain confifts chiefly in fup» 
porting and extending the manufactures of the nation, and in em- 
ploying a variety of fhipping in importing raw materials to “be 
wrought by the-induftrious part of the inhabitants, and afterwards re- 
exported to all the quarters of the globe. Our firft attention fhould no 
doubt be directed to the manufacture of the ftaples of our own coun~ 
try. But after this branch of bufinefs is carried to the greateft per» 
fection of which it is capable, let all poffible encouragement be given 
to the produce of our own colonies or other dependencies, What a 
fource of advantage to Great Britain! that her fhipping, with a cer- 
tain profit for the rifk, can, from the diftance of twelve thoufand: 
miles, bring home a raw commodity, not the ftaple of this country, 
to be here manufactured to a certain fecond profit, and afterwards 
re-exported on Britifh bottoms to pay for more of the fame raw ma- 
terials, that is may undergo, a fimilar procefs through the induftry of 
Britith manufactures, and, by their exertions become an addition to 
the public revenue. By thefe criteria, by this flandard, we are to 
eftimate the comparative merit of all the different fpecies of com- 
merce. Whatever kind of trade tends moft to promote the 
manufacture of the ftaples of the mother country, and, next to the 
manufadture of thefe, that of colonial produce, or the produce of 
other dependencies, is the trade to be deemed of the greatet import~ 
ance, and ought to be moft encouraged. This is a trade which can 

: never, 


M 
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never be carried too far, while there remain hands to be employed, 
and wants, both private and public, to be fatisfied: fo Jong as it 
cannot be aid either that the State is too populous, individnala too 
happy, or the government too powerful. On the other hand, if 
you with to render the people poor and comfortlets, to depopulate 
and impoverifh a fate or Kingdom, you have only to fall upon ways 
and means to pive a check to ‘manufactures and aguculture, and to 
aake the people idle. Want of employment furnifies a ready 
tpology even for irregularity and a prapentity to vice,  Idlenes, 
irregularity, and vice, cnervate and corrupt a nation, and that nation 
cannot long flourith when it wants both induftry and martial virtue, 
nor can it maintain its political dependance. It is on every account, 
therefore, the duty of lugitflators to encournge and give free and un« 
bounded feope to agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, as the 
fureft means of prevenging idlenefs, maintaining habits of indufry 
and laudable adtivity, and rendering a nation populous, powerful, and 
profperous. But, as has alrendy been obferved, for the fake of 
avoiding all conyulfion, and huazard of convulfion, by too rapid 
revolution, it is expedient to change the mode of trading to India 
only by degrees, It therefore becomes an object of folicitude to 
devite the mofl prudent and ellicacious means for raifing the greatest 
mafs and fermentation of induflry by the veuiprocal action of exported 
manafadlures and imported materials only, as may confift with thofe 
regards, which, in the grand hinge on which every meafure in a 
‘dive government ought to turn, as wellas in found policy we mutt 
“pay to the prefent Haft India Company. In other words, it will be~ 
come the grand aim of the circumfpedt politician, to reconcile as much 
as poflible the public good and the interefls of the great conmercial 
bodies in thefe kingdoms, with the exiflence and contiderable advan 
tages too, of the exifting Mall India Company, by granting to thofe 
comunercial bodies fach a participation in the Malt India Wade, as ought 

3 in 
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in all reafon to fatisfy them; and at the fame time, by an increafed 
and increafing outlet to manjifaétures, yield an increafed and increaf- 
ing revenue to the public. Yt is in this manner alone; it is by pro~ 
greflive induftry, Ss pnisea ene confequent and gradual depre- 
ciation in the value of money, that™wur national debt is to be fuftained 
and in the end virtually diminifhed, 

In forming fuch arrangements as may be conducive to the accom~ 
plithment of this grand but complicated objeG, it fhould be held as 
a.fundamental and previous maxim, that no partial preference is to be 
thewn to our fettlements in the Weft over our fettleménts in the 
Haft, India, placed in the fame degree of relationthip to this coun- 
try as our poffeffions acrofs the Atlantic, and promifing more 
plentiful returns, ought at leaft to be favoured with equal prote@tion 
and privileges. Nay; we might go farther, and contend, that in ftead 
of cramping our aft India commerce by any partial reftriGtions; the 
diftance of India from Great Britain, added tothe great freight and 
infurance, entitle that branch of trade to peculiar indulgence and 


protection. 


. 


In.order to prove, that it is pofftble to convert the raw ftaples of 
India into the greateft advantages to this country ; it may be obferved, 
as has been already hinted, that in many grofs and bulky articles, thofe 
beft promoters of fhipping and naval exertion, the profit would be 
great, even without taking into the account the increafe of manu- 
factures, by refining and warking up the imported materials, which 
would afterwards be re-exported with a certain affurance of an ad- 
vance on the laft price. For inftance, in the article of fugar, a veffel 
of soo tons burthen is employed to bring home a cargo of foft fugars 
of Bengal. 


Ma Five 
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Five hundred tons of foft fugare of Bengal, ae £.20 
fterling per ton allowing for fhipping, charges, cofts, 


&e. = 7 ‘* a ey ar « £110,000 
Infitrance out of Bengal river, at 8 percent. ” “ 800 
oie rene Yt tet 
: f £10,800 

Brice of five hundred tons of Bengal fugar at the home 
market, at £4. per wt. - ee “ 40,000 
. 7  cmemaenmeslememeenonm] 
£29,200 


From this calculation there remains £.29,200 to anfwer for 
freight and duties, Out of this Government would receive upwards 
of £.15,000, at the rate of £.37, 16 per cent; £.6000 would 
remain for freight at £.12 per tons and the fum of £.8200 to antwer 
profit and all contingencies of wattage, brokerage, dc. &c. 

The importation of hemp, cotton, hides, fkins, falt petre, and. 
many other articles, the produce of Indin would in like manner 
tend to encourage many of our manufactures. Befides the ad~ 
vantages to be derived from this commerce, it is to be fuppofed, 
that there is not any veflel that would fail from England entirely in 
ballaft, The vefitls deftined for India would furely export fome part 
of the manufactures of this kingdom. Nay, the legiflature might 
ftipulate that any veflel clearing from the Cuftom Houfe with a view 
to perform an India voyage, fhould be obliged to export a certain 
quantity of Britifh manufactures, in proportion to the tonnage of the 
veflel to be employed. It will readily occur, that in the navigation 
of the Hoogley, which is extremely dangerous and diflicult of accefs, 
efpecially to fhips of large burthen, a preference should be given to 
fuch as do not exceed soo tons burthen, As vefluls of this fize . 

‘may take in their cargo at Calcutta, and thereby fave the ritk 
and 







‘and expence whicli: is conlmonly incurred, by loading fee down 
the river. f : 

As the profit to be derived Sxgm the importation of foft fugar ftom. 
Bengal is very great, and that the’e is no want of that article *, a 
queftion naturally arifes, bah this trade has been fo long overlooked 
and neglected. 


The Eat India Company, till of late years, did not turn their 
thoughts to the exploration of new channels of trade 5 what has been, 
difcovered has been’ found out by individual and by foreign traders, 
But it was impoflible that fuch individual traders could turn the 
fugar trade to any: account, as, previoufly to the renewal of the 
Charter, ‘they could only carry it on in the Company’s fhipping at 
an enormous freightage, and that only when the Company pleated. 
The Company, when, for want of homeward bound inveftments of their, 
own, they fold their extra tonhage to individuals, charged them, in-+ 
fread of feven or eight, at the’rate of £.28 ‘per ton,’ . Befides this, the 
private adventurer, on the arrival of his fugars in England, has to pay 
no lefs than £37. 16s. 3d. per cent. when the Weft India merchant, . 
for the fame commodity, of the fame quality, is charged by govern. - 
ment no'more than £.1§ per ton, or.at the recent rate of Weit India. : 
“Mufcavado fugars .£.4. per owt. LB 15s, per cent. A glaring in~ 
ftance of preference given to the Weft India Merchants, In the 
atticle of fugar we are liable to be underfold at every foreign market ; 
and an Englithman has to pay at 4 much higher rate for the pias 


* Me, Law, whofe-authority will not be doubted, obferves, asa proof how fit that one 
is for the produdion of the fugar cane, that in the courfe of his travels he had {een above’ 
0,000 acres of fugar plantations, ‘The foil of the province of Oude'is particularly favourable: ” 
to the growth of fugar, and may be employed in the cultivation of that article to any extent, 


duce. 
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duce of our colonies and dependencies than tlie greatelt alietie, 
‘Che freight from Jamaica on fugar, in tine of peace, is a. per owt. 
of cralb, or £.4 per ton, while that /rom all the other iflands. 
compoling our Weltern Colonies is nly 3s. Gd. The infirance 
out of Bengal river is from 7 to 8 fer cea, while that of a Wet India: 
voyage isonly £4. ‘Chede difeouragements would effectually prevent 
every effort towards the culture of fugar in Bengal, if they were not: 
counteracted by the low price of labour in that country, avifing from: 
cheapnefs of provifion and the benignity of the climate, which re« 
quires only a few and flight clothes, 


In this flatement T have omitted the drawback allowed on the: 
exportation of fugars, which, on Weft India fugar is equal to the 
duty, or f.tg per tons but which, on Hail India fugar is 1. 19s, 
lefs than the duty, and that after a great lots has been fuflained by 


waftage in the long voyage. 


Theft confiderations evince the propriety of lowering the duties on: 
Bengal fugar, and allowing every fubject of the Britith Mmpire to: 
import it freely and without reftri¢tion, What has been obferved, 
on the article of {agar is equally applicable to that of indigo. "here 
are not alt prefeat any means by which an Hnglith planter in India 
ean forward this valuable commodity to Britain, that are not futtered 
by fuch impofls as amount almoil to a prohibition. Now to whofe 
benefit do thofe difcouragements, which prefs fo hard on the Bengal 
planter, tend? Plainly to the benefie of foreizners. The Vrench,, 
the Spaniards, as producers of the article; the Americans, the 
Swedes, the Danes, the Dutch, as importers and carriers, All thefe, 
and other nations, have an interefl in oppefing the culture of indigo 
in Bengal, ‘The French, the Spaniards, and the Americans ufed to 
export their indigo duty frees while the indigo manufaclured in Bengal 
is liable to a duty of § per cea belides 2 per cent, for warchoule rent. 

"Vhis. 
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This is bad enough; but v4 at is till worfe, the Fatt India Company 
hhaye the fole management jof this article-of trade, from the time of 
its being fhipped in Bengal\to that of its fale in England, For an 
indigo planter in Bengal hago other means of bringing his atticle 
into the circulation of commerce,than the mode eftablithed by the 
late Act of Parliament for the renewal of the Charter, and which has 
by no means given the fatisfaction expected from it. 


To the burthens we have mentioned is to be added infurance at - 
7 or 8 per cent. with the lofs of intereft for the time neceffary to be 
employed in remitting the curtailed balance to Calcutta, 


In Bengal all poffible encouragement fhould be fhewn to the culti- 
vation of indigo, particularly in the province of Oude, whofe foil and 
climate are admirably fuited to the production of that article. ‘Take 
off the prefent unprofitable duties, and liberally grant a premium on 
Bengal indigo at 6d, per pound, being the fame that is given to indigo 
produced in our Wet India fettlements: above all, let it be imported 
to Great Britain ; and by that means deliver the fair trader and the 
people at large, from all idea of coercion or reftriGion. 


Let it be free to the merchants and to every trading body in‘Great 
Britain, to export, on payment of the eftablithed duties, whatever 
manufadtures they fhall think: proper, or whatever may be the pro- 
duce of thefe kingdoms, As returning cargoes allow the importation 
of fugar, indigo, rice, wheat, cotton, hides, tobacco, arrack, rum, 
faltpetre, drugs, gums, caffia, blue goods -for the Weft India and 
African market, coarfe cloths, black wood, {kins of various kinds, 
hemp, pearls, diamonds, India coffee, cocoa, Caramanian wool, in 
short, every article or commodity that may be decmed marketable. 


Excepting fuch as may be jidged neceffary for the exclufive trade to be 
pre- 
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H , 
preferved to the Fat India Company, qr fuch in general as may be 
prohibited by the laws of England. 


Candid and enlightened minds, of which no doubt there are many,, 
who have an interefl in the profferity of the Bat Tndia Company, 
when they view and fally comprehend the general fylem, of which 
it is propofed that thofe regulations refpecling private trade to India 
fhall form a part, will allow that, if the common interefts of the 
empire have been principally confulted, thofe of the prefent Com. 
pany have not been forgotten, And it will be found,, that the 
fyflem in contemplation has a natural and direct tendency to unite 
the particular and private advantage of the proprietors of [att India: 
Stock with public utility and national profperity and grandeur, — Le is 
not by any means propofed, as has been already again and again de« 
clired, to injure the interefls of the Wal India Company, but to 
continue their trade, under certain conditions and reflriGions, 
which they themfelves fhall approve, a meafire which will tend to, 
ptolong the exiflence of the Company. 


We now, therefore, come to that part of the plan in contemplation 
which is abfolutely neceffary in order to put the Matt India Company 
in a tain for conducting their aMurs with advantage to themfelves, 
ag well as benefit to the public, 


‘The Company to poflefs folely the exclufive right to the trade with 
China in teas, raw filk, and nankecn s which, as is clearly demonttra- 
ble from the Company’s books, is the only trade beyond the Cape that 
has been for many yeara a fource of actual profit to them, and that 
particularly in the article of tea; or the diflUrence between the price 
of tea in China and that paid at the Company's fales in London. 


‘Lhe 
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“The Company to have afcontraét for all the opium produced in 
“Bengal and our other provilaccs in India, after leaving what may be 
‘demanded by the internal c\afumption of the country, at a fair price. 


The Company, in like manner, and under the like reftriGion, to 
have the exclufive right of fupplying Great Britain with coffee from 
Mocha. 


The Company to poffefs, as far as is in the power of Government 
to grant them, and the means will be pointed out by and by, an exclufive 
monopoly (under the above-mentioned limitation in the articles of 
opium, tea, and coffee) of pepper, cardamoms, and fandal wood, 
on the coaft of Malabar and elfewhere in India, under the protection 
or influence of the Britifh Government. 


The Company to poffefs an exclufive right of tranfpor ting in their 
fhips light woolléns for clothing the native troops in our fervice, 
broad cloth for the Europeans and the native officers, hats, 8c. for 
which they fhould be paid at the advanced price of £.50 per cent. on 
the original invoice. 


Arms, accoutrements, guns, cordage, flores, and provifiong for 
the ufe of his Majefly’s navy and army, to be tranfported on Com- 
pany’s fhips at the freight of £.12 per ton; recruits, or drafts for the 
Luropean regiments, to be paid for at a reafonable rate, hereafter to 
'be fixed. on 


And, as a very particular encouragement, the Company thould 
‘continue to enjoy the profitable privilege of being the medium for re~ 
mitting the annual furplus reyenue of India, 


When the queftion is put, as matters now fland, What becomes 
of the {urplus revenue of India? it is anfwered, that it makes its way, 
N and 
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and enriches the eountry, by enriching individuals, It is feattered;. 
it is fiid, like a refrething flream, divided into a thoufand rills 
throughout the empire, and exhaled by fhe aglion of Government in 
the farm of taxes, to be employed fogdhe fecurity of the flate, and 
its farther advancement in the career of national wealth and great. 
nets. ‘his circuitous made of applying the wealth of India to the 
exigencics of Britain by political evaporation is, bowever, not to he 
compared with its direct influx into the teafury of the Company, 
"Vhus it would find its way, with the greateft facility, into the ge- 
noral mals of induflry. Let the nourithment, agreeably to the pros 
cufs of nature, be circulated, by means of the head, throughout the 
whole body; let the genial fhowers fall onvearth from Heaven, 


r 


In order to bring about thia good and great end, the Taft India 
Company fhould appropriate whatever monies they may reccive out 
of the treafury in India to the purchafe of certain ftaple commodities 
of that conntry, the moft ficand proper for the enéouragement of the 
manufacturing part of this kingdom. 


After this manner is the whole amount of every faving and furplus 
of revenue, after payment of the neceflary expences, to be remitted to 
the actual pofleflion of the country. Nor is the file and pert remit. 
tances of the furplus revenue of India, nor the increafe of manuface 
tures, the only advantages to be derived from the importation of raw 
materials from that country, ‘The Company and their commercial 
conduel would thereby be brdéught immediately under the cye of the 
Board of Controul, and afterwards by Parliament. ‘hus, too, there 
is a greater check on the management of our governments in India 
than could be had’ in the mode of remittance by private hills, where 
no fuch interference, cither on the part of the Bourd of Controul, or 
of Parliament, can be applied with fleck. 


We 
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“We thall now proceed t ftate the reafons thet juttify a monopoly 


“in the hands of a great couporate a of the feveral articles above- 


» 


mentioned, 


Opium.—A trade in this article is to be carried on with national 
advantage as a monopoly only, and that in the hands of a great com~ 
mercial body; becaufe, if the trade in that valuable article thould be 
frittered away among private merchants, the benefit thereof would be 
loft, through the privilege they poffefs, and would naturally occafion 
the underfelling each other at all Eaftern markets. It may be afferted 
that opium in China is contraband; but the teftimony of every com- 
mander of a hip in the China trade will evince, that opium is now 
publicly landed in the Chinefe ports at noon day, without interrup- 
tion. A commercial treaty, however, could it be effected, would at 
once bring this matter to a certain iflue, 


With regard to Pepper, Sandal Wood, and Cardamoms, on the coaft 
of Malabar, the trade in thofe articles was, before the late war, for 
the moft part, ‘in the hands of the French at Mahé, and fome other 


_ places, and renegado Englith and Irifhmen, and other fimugglers, 


On the return of peace, it is probable that forcign factories may be 
again eftablifhed, when the fame thing will happen anew. On this 
ground we eftablith the propriety of granting to the Eaft India Com~ 
pany a monopoly of the trade on the coaft of Malabar in pepper, care 
damoms, and fandal wood. There were formerly on the Malabar 
coatt feveral foreign factories, reforted to by the lowcft order of 


nennle who affime the charatter of merchants hut aha in fadt 


t 
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tion of a foreign flag, to enter the harbourg, rivers, and roads of ‘Tjppoo, 
and the re-purchafe, at a low rate, every article of trade, but particularly 
the Sirew rice *, and that ata time whee! it was daily expeed that 
our wellern army was on the point of nfoving, in order to fecure the 
granaries of the enemy. ‘The fufpicion of this movement made the 
inhabitants double their diligence ; and fo effectually did they, with 
the afliftance of foreign fhips, glean the harveft, that not an ounce of, 
rice, pepper, or any other commodity, was left on the coall, fram, 
Tellicherry to Goa. 


By confolidating this trade in the hands of the Company, a flop 
will be put to the intrigues of REAL ILLICIT TRADERS, as well as to 
tmuggling, whofe object is to undermine and deftroy the Company, 
anda fource will be opened to that body of great commercial advantage, 
On the other hand, there would be plenty Jeft for the enterprize and 
induflry of the rau TRADER, whofe interefl it would be to aflift 
and fupport the Malt India Company, Regarding the advantages ta 
be derived (rom. the Malabar trade, we fhall here make a few obferm 
vations.—Che homeward inveflinents from China cof the prefent 
Company a very confiderable fam which fam is principally made ap 
in cath from Bengal, bullion from Wurope, and bills drawn at a high. 
exchange on the Court of Directors, and a very {inall proportion of 
the manufactures of Great Britains carcely deferving of notice. 'Thig 
drain of cath has confiderably reduced the current {pecie of India, and 
ina few years mull aflect it fill more fenfibly. It would, therefore, 
be gaining a confiderable advantage, i) by means of a commercial 
treaty this evil could be averted, and it fhould be the aim of any peiton 
employed in forming a commercial treaty with China, to have regular 
dutics eftablithed on the different at ticles of trade in place of the prefent 


mode of aflefling hips in the bulk, which opens a dvor for various, 


* Lhe uibute pid in kind, by the hufbandmen to their princes, or the grain purcdiued 


Yor the uly of Govqanment, : 
artifices 


; f ror) 
5 artificggand malverfation ; oi in the ordinary’ courfe of trade, an an-~ 
nual exportation of cath could be faved to the nation, by an agreement 
on the part of the Chinefe, imexchange for their teas and other com- 
modities and manufaaures, to receive in return, at leaft to a certain 
extent, the ftaplés of India, Now pepper, fandal wood, and carda- 
moms, are articles in great requeft in China ; and with thefe the Eaft 
Tndian Company, by means of the Malabar monopoly, could furnith 
that’ country to a very large amount. 


Having thus touched on the expediency of fupporting and affifting 
the Eaft India Company, but at the fame time encouraging free 
trade to a very confiderable extent with the. Britith fettlements in 
that country ;-—having pointed out the privileges to which the mono- 
poly might be confined, with reafons for .granting thofe privileges 
rather than others, we proceed to make fome farther obfervations, that 
may ferve not only to juftify the fyftem we have laid down, but alfo 
enable us to enter on meafures for carrying it into execution, 


It is univerfally known that opium, {rom its quality, is an indif= 
penfible luxury in the Eaft, and particularly in the countries to the 
eaftward of India. A treaty of commerce refpe@ing opium might 
therefore be attempted in the firft inftance, and improved into the 
comprehention of other articles afterwards. Opium and ‘cottoa,, 
with fome of our Englith manufactures, might doubtle( form the 
bafis of a commercial treaty with the Chinefe, and be the means of 
preventing heavy drains of fpecie, both from Britain and India, I 
cannot exactly fay what may be the annual produce in opium of 
the provinces, inclufive of Oude ; fomething, we fhould fuppofe, 
near 6,000 chefls; of which China will require 2,000: but, by ex- 
tending proper encouragement to the Ryots *, for the cultivation of 
poppy, the annual amount of that valuable article may be confiderably 
more. 


% Hutbandmen or farmerss 
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The value of 6,000 chefs, at g60 currént cupecs per chett, dy cqual 
to 3,360,000 rupecs, 


The annual confimption or demand for opium, belides a large 
quantity confumed at home, is as follows: 


Malacea,. o~ «= ~ - 1,200 
China, “ ” “ ” 2,000 \ 
Batavia, * “ ~ “ 1,800 


“Welt Coal, + 4 bas oat 600 





5600 Chefts, 


We are not bound by any tics to afford the people of thofe parts fo 
valuable an article without ample compenfation, | But fuppofing the 
‘Company to charge only the medium price of 60 per cené, an advance 
which every private trader has hitherto exacted, and perhaps more, 
the profit to be gained will amount to no lefé a fam than 2,016,000 
current rupees. What commeice in the world cin furpats this? 
What more produélive, or more proper for laying the foundation of 
a great monopoly? And when we confider that our India colonies 
afford opium, cotton, cafia, thark’s fins, birds’ nefts, and many other 
conunodilies, we may prefume that the Company would have but 
little trouble in procuring a homeward inveflment, 


A commercial treaty, as already obferved, would tend very con« 
fiderably to enereafe the demand for our manufacures of woollen 
cloth, jewellery, hardware, and tin. Now the Company would 
fhare in this encreafing trade equally with individual (raders. In this 
point of view, their profpects would be unbounded, and their com- 
mercial fuecefs would be in proportion to the propricty of their com- 
mercial economy. Vhe manufactures of Great Beitain and Ireland 


might be diffufed over the val continent of Malacea, the ilands of 
Sumatra, 
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Sumatra, Borneo, and Java, and even as far as the latitude of Japan. 
“he trade of the Baft India (Company has never been carried to this: 
extent, nor have individuals been able to overcome certain difficulties 
which difcourage this extenfive traffic. Thefe difficulties being over- 
come by the fuperior capitals and faculties of the Company, private: 
traders might come'in, on paying a certain allowance for expences in- 
curred by the Company, for'a thare ih that trade afterwards. A very’ 
confiderable advantage would accrue to the Company, povided that 
they fhould be careful to maintain punctuality and good faith, by the 
fums annually remitted, not only by the fervants of the Eatt India 
Company, but by others not immediately concerned in trade; many 
of whom would willingly pay in their money to the Company’s 
treafury at a very moderate exchange, in order to have a certainty of 
being reimburfed in Great Britain, without being fubjeed to the 
various fluctuations and uncertainties of commerce. So great 
facrifices being made by the nation to the Eaft India Company, 
it would: become the intereft of the Company to cultivate thofe 
exclufive privileges to the utmoft of their power, and particu- 
larly by all praGicable means to encourage the manufactures of their 
country. A chartered Company, with a monopoly, fhould, in order 
to make that monopoly a ratiqnal advantage, fell articles of expor- 
tation cheaper than individual adventurers can afford to fell them, 
which would be a ftimulus to our home manufadturers, while means 
may be devifed for reconciling the prolonged exiftence of the Com- 
pany, with the intereft of the country at large. 
A certain portion of the Eaft India commerce conceded to the 
public, with the public advantages to be derived from a great Joint 
Stock Company, will compenfate the facrifice that is made of indi- 
vidual claims to the privileges of immenfe monopoly. It is on this 

general ground that we procecd in the whole of thefe obfervations. 


The 
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The commerce between Great Gritain and Afia may be ‘augmented 
ad infinitum: and it is only to be contined by impolitic regulations, 
and particularly, impolitic prohibitions, It is entirely the fault of 
the Legiflature, and not any want of enterprize ia the people, that 
one trade with the Mafl has not by this ime been more than doubled ; 
for it is certain that the inhabitants of that part of the world would 
be inclined to deal largely in the produce and manufactures of Great 
Britain; and where cath is wanting they have abundance of valuable 
Aaples to barter for our commoditics. If the mereantile genius of 
the nation had full fcope, what commerce might not be carricd on 
in the exports of flighe woollens, hardware, guns, efpeciully tho 
ofa finall calibre, mufkets, military flores, and ammunition, anchors 
of different fizes, &c. &c. &e. and the imports of raw filk, indigo, 
Bengal fugar, filtpetre, &e. &e. “Lhe exclufive Charter which pre» 
vents Britifh adventurers from trading in thofe and other articles to 
the eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope, is of infinite hurt to the 
Britifh manufacturers as well as traders. It is of hurt alo to Jand. 
proprictors, whofe property rifes or falls wich flourithing or fading 
commerce, Intlead of the Britifh manufaclarer being able to offer 
his commodities at the fir market, by embarking them atan Englith 
port direUy for their place of deftination, the private trader of 
India is to purchafe them of’ the India Company ata certain ad 
yance on their price; which advance cannot be a finall one. And, 
Ail farther, this wader has afterwards to make a confiderable profit 
himfelf from the commodity, 


T have above alluded to certain difficulties which difcourage the 
Britifh trade in certain parts of Afias ‘The principal of thele are, the 
uncertainty of commerce to the ealward of Achcen; the craclty and 
artifice of the natives; and the policy of the Dutch in their endeas 
vour to retain in their own hands the excluive property of all the 
{pice and other valuable productions of thole parts, by infilling into” 

3 the 
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att minds of the natives, prejudices againft all other nations, It 
might not be improper that a frigate fhould be continually ftationed 
in the ftraits of Malacca, for the purpofe of cruizing to the eaftward 
of China: while a man of experience, abilities, and addrefs, fhould 
he employed in conciliating the minds of the people, and opening'a ” 
trade between them and the fubjedts,of Great Britain. 


The monopoly of spinm, as already obferved, would give the Eaft 
India Company fuperior advantages to thofe of private adventurers 
in regard to other articles of commerce. In the profecution of this 
cammerce it is to be confidered, how far the trade in the Eaftern 
Seas, or the feas to the eaftward of Acheen, might with advantage 
be conduted, a-part, or as a difing branch, or rather ftage, df com~ 
merce from that to the weftward, by means of fmall veffels, fitted 
out from fome convenient port fituated in the ftraits of Malacca. Thefe 
fmall veilels could receive on board the opium and other articles of 
merchandife brought from India on the Company’s large chartered 
fhips, in their way to China, They would al receive the manu- 
factures of Great Britain carried by fhips diredly from thence, and 
in return for thofe articles of Britith and India commerce, colle& 
vations flaples and other commodities either for the China or home 
market. Many advantageous fituations might be found where a 
fetlement might be formed in the Straits of Malacca, or towards 
the empire of China, The Prince of Tringanny would be happy to 
receive an Englith refident, and to afford all aid in his power for the 
promotion of onr commerce. The river there is commodious for 
fhipping, and the fituation in all refpeéts eligible. Two thoufand 
candies of pepper could be annually exchanged in the Tringanny 
couniry alone, for the manufactures and produce of India and Great 
Britain, 
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“Vbo iflind of Penang, on aa it is now named, the Prince of 
Wales's Hland, granted from the King of Quida, a confiderab'e cons 
tinental power, has been for fome time occupied by a detachment of 
troops from Bengal ‘Lhe purpofe to be anfivered by this (ctdlement 
avag to providea harhour of fafety for our fhipping, where they might 
procure water and refrefhments, and repair any damage fiflained in 
the neighbourhood of the Straits of Malacca. It was farther intended 
as a depdt, or emporium for the commerce ‘of the Straits, and 
much benefit was expected to arife from this ¢fMablifhment to the 
* Jal India Company. As it is unyuelionably pelleted of the preatelt 
natucaladmintages, it has rifen to bea plice of confiderable trade 5 but 
this wade is confined to individual merchants, and the Company dew 
rive not any particular benedit rom it, although they are at the ex. 
pence of the garrifon. , But, furely, Prince's Bland, if che original 
objedls for which it was taken pollellion of were kept fMeadily in 
view, might be turned to good account to the Matt India Company, 
as well as private traders, In the pregene fituativn and circum flances 
of this litte ifland, we have a lively example of dhe alacrity with 
which individuals concerned in trule feige and inprove advantages, 

“It is alfo to be obferved, chat the Prince of Wales’s Hland is almofl 
entiely covered with excellent timber, and that the contiguous thores 
yield abundance of teak * for thip-building. It would be a fpecula 
tion worthy of our Government in India, and of £o great a body as 
the Juul India Company, to erect faw mills on the reams that ins 
torfedt this ifland, which would furnifh, at a cheap rate, timber of 
all kinds, both for his Majefly’s and the Company's thips, aad chafé 


% “Thiv thmber is faperiar to oak for he porpafes of the docksyard. "Chere are nacy Latances 
in Undia of thipy comfliaded sith toate Elling forty years and upwands, Phe healt whiel atten- 
tion and cue may conllandy cufire co the Sritith Navy in this refpedt, fram the conquetl of 
“Hippoo Suluuis dominions, ars very grant, and anght tobe minutely attended tue 

aff 
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~alfe of individusts*, The plans of thefe mills, and ‘fton materials for 
erecting them (as they are to the Weft India Iflands), mutt be.fent 
from this country, under the direétion of expert mechanics, provided 
with a fufficient number of good workmen, 

Taking hold then.of the advantages of tle country, and endea» 
vouring to profit the moft that we can froma the prefent circumftances, 
as wellas the permanent nature of things, we are inclined to propofe, 
that the trade to India fhould be fhared with the Britith free trader 
on principles fomewhrat’ like thofe that follow. 


Having. already confidered the rae TRADE, both as it relates to 
the interefis of the country av large, and thofe of the India Company; 
and having infifted much upon the neceflity, at allevents, of putting 
Britifh fubjects on the fame footing with the fubje@ts of friendly or 
neutral powers, it may naturally be expected, that the regulations or 
privileges to which we allude fhould be {pecifically pointed out. ; 


It is impoffible for thofe wlio are not actually concerned: in the 
trade, to enter into all the minutia or details of the bufinefs, and we 
do not profefs to do fo; but rather to obtain general conclufions from. 
the general outline and nature of things.. 

We have already proved, that a very large portion of capital will 
leave this kingdoin, and be employed on the continent, unlefs Britis - 
fubjects, Briti/> thips, and Britib capital, are put at leaft shoe 
equal footing with thofe of neutral nations in trading to India, * We 
have likewife pioved,. that the Company itfelf would derive benefit 
from fuch a regulation ; but. not to go over that ground again, we 
are fapported in the argument by the generally received axiom,“ shaé. 


p individual traders would tend to conciliate and harmonize the 
thofe of the fice trader. . 
O2 : qebatever, 
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aohutever is wath doing at all, is worth doing well ;" from whence it 
follows, thatas it has been found expedient to admit of rane TRADE 
toa certain e.tent, and under certiin conditions, that extent and 
thofe conditions fhauld be fettled fo as to make that trade as advanty. 
geous as may be; and perhaps the following regulations would nearly 
accomplifh the purpol: : 

Individual houfes in our different fettlements and their dependencies 
dhould be permitted to fend home their own cargoes in’ their awn 
fhips, giving leave for thofe fhips to return'to India cither with a 
carpo belonging to the fame owners, or on Ireight, and to put into 
the intermediate ports for whatever ALLOWED ARTICLES they choo 
to carry with them, [noglifh houfes, or individual merchants eftas 
blifhed in this country, to be allowed to have a concern, cither as 
principals or agents, in all fuch trading tranfactions *; piving leave 
alfo to the Englifh trader to ule thips built in the country when they 
find it expedient, the fame as foreigners may do, Otherwitt, in cales 
where Britifh-built fhips cannot be bad, forcignera along could thip 
goods for Europe, which is both an unfair and an impolitic advans 
tage, 

Leis alfa extremely neceflary that fuch Britith fibjeds, whether 
merchants or manufacturers, as choafe to fond goods to lndia from 
this country, fhould be permitted to carry them from the original 
port in India for which they were deftined to any other port in India, 


* Te clucidate this, and at the fame time to prove the neceflity of the meafare, if England 
aloes not mean co banifh commerce, we fhall late a fadl, 
The whole quuntity of wines thipped from the intermediate ports of Maleria for India during 


a7g7y wid wine months af rzg8, wits “ - . - yao} pipes 
Shipped by Danes and Americans, “ 99593 
Jive by Butith comoy thips, ” - Wayor 
eas 588 uy 
Pipea carried by Company's hips 1! ° . ” ” 


where 
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where a better market may be found; becaufe individuals a@ing 
without concert, and at fuch a diftance, may glut one market, and 
leave another deflitute*. It would be abfurd to enlarge on the expe- 
diency of fo evidently advantageous an arrangement; and it is diffi- 
cult to comprehend how or wherefore it is as yet a queftion, whether 


fuch tranfactions are fair or not. 


The India Company referves to itfelf the exclufive commerce, in cer« 
tain articles}; therefore, though the Company fhould be rigoroufly {e~ 
veré in preventing others from trading in fuch articles, every -facility 
poflible thould be given to thofe who trade in other branches, as all the 
inconveniences, that the merchant is liable to fall ultimately on ‘the 
confumer, that is to fay, on the publicat large; therefore, in the cafe 
of the trade with, China, it would be expedient to permit a cerfain 
number of free traders to refide during the whole of the year, a pri- 
vilege how only enjoyed by the fervants of the Company. Let every 
poflible means be taken to prevent the free trader from meddling 
with the articles referved for tle Company, but allow him to carry on 


his own trade with all the advantages that are poffible. 


Tn general terms, but in thofe we muft {peak with conviction, 
Britith fubjects fhould be put on the fame footing with the fubjets of 
neutral powers; and all thofe who trade to India fhould be freed from 
every reftraint that is not in itfelf effentially neceflary, for the reafon 
we have given, that any difadvantage falls ultimately on the Public. 


* 'To illuftrate this by a familiar example, let us confider how it would be if thofe pes fons 
who cannot get admittance al one of our theaties were not allowed to go to the other for that 
evening. As they arrive without having concerted the matter, one would often be crowded, 
and the other nearly empty. ; 

} Tea, China saw filk, and nankeens, are the articles referved exclufively for the Company, 
by the late regulations of Lord Mornington, 
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CHAP. IX, 
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OF VIN SHIPPING INTEREST—CAPE OF GOOD HOPE-~GOMPARI™. 
SON BETWEEN .THE VALUE’ OF TERRITORY IN INDIA AND. 
COMMERCE TO IT—-RECAPITULATION“-“AND CONCLUSION, 

ITEN a queflion is very intricate, and involves a great variety of 
different interefts, the moft unercing cule in attaining a jut 
conclufion is, to take a general view, and be guided by fome leading 
circumfances which are not of a dubious nature, and fuch as appear: 
of faflicient importance to overbalance thote that are. 


The queflion between the Old Shipping Interei and the New fs 
onvof this fort, It would be eafy to write a volume in favour of 
gither, and fupport either with good plaufible argument. Indecd 
this has adlually been done, both ins pamphlets and {peeches: but 
the queflion is not the nearer a decifion on that aecount, 


The old hhipping intereft has in £4, however, only two argu» 
ments in favour of its cliims, "The firfl is, that the Company are 
likely to be better ferved by them at high prices than by other build- 
ers at acheaper rate. “Che next is, that they have expended great: 
fums to cfablifh the bufinefs on a refpectable and proper footing. 


The firft of thefo reafons hag the mofl weight; and, indecd, it 


would be a little extraordinary if men fo vealous lor the interefls of 
thy 
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‘the Company, and who have expended fuch fums to accommodate 
it, could not, at a dizd price, build better fhips than other builders 
ata/ow one. It will not, therefore, be néceflary to difpute their 
ability to do it, but their will may admit of fome little queftion; be- 
caufe men difpofed to do their beft, and who have got fuperior pre~ 
parations and conveniences for fhip-building, need not be afraid of 
competition, which can only be dangerous to fuch perfons, in fo far 
as their profits are above the common ftandard; for the Company 
never propofed to take fhips that had not been examined and ap- 
ptoved of by furveyors of their own appointment. Unlefs we fup- 
pofe the new thip owners to be extremely generous or imprudent, 
they will not give better fhips than they can affordat the price agreed 
for; and indeed if they fhould be fo generous, it would be fo expen~ 
five an experiment, that it would not laft long; and the old prudent, 
honeft owners would foon be employed again as ufual, 


The cafe is in this as in almoft every thing elfe, that where there 
is no rivalfhip there is neither chegpnefs nor perfection; and the 
wifcft way for the Company to do, would be to encourage competi- 
tion; but in fo doing, rather to prefer the goodnefs of fhips to cheap~ 
nefs of price. As tp not admitting any participation, it would be ab- 
furd in the extreme, it would be opening a door for very great impo- 
fition; and, what is ftill more, would not be fair: for there is no. 
article of Charter that gives the Direétors, or Stockholders, a right 
to fill the pockets of any one fet of men at the expence of the Pro- 
prietors, or of the Wation; on the contrary, they are very ftri@ly 
bound to adminifer the affairs committed to their care with economy 
and fidelity, and withoit favour or affection. 


The zeal of the old thip owners and their friends would re- 
quire great ingenuity to fupport the opinion, that competition 


prevents people from being well ferved ; becaufe in every cale 
thofe 
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“thofe are bell ferved who encourage competition, taking at the fame 
time menfures not to be impofed upon in the quality of the thing to 
be purchafed, and taking care alfo not to Jet avarice get the better 
of wifdom, by pufhing the rivalihip to too great a length. 


The argument of gratitude is of all others the moft abfurd. Men, 
who have been all their days wallowing in riches obtained by this 
branch of bufinefs, who have realized great fortunes by it, exclaim 
againft the Company, for allowing others to compete with them, with. 
out once confidering, that if what they affert is truc, viz. that they 
have laid out much money in order to build the fhips well and con« 
veniently, they may cafily, in confequence of that circumftance, 
have the preference, if they will be contented with the ¢ommon 
profits of bufincfs. 

Another thing that makes it abfurd to put in this plea is, that the 

. Company has been long efablifhed, it was not formed yeferday ; and 
the mot ingenious men of the age, whatever invention they may 
produce, are confidered us fufliciently rewarded "by an exclutive 
privilege for a limited time, founded upon the belief, that if in 
fourteen years a man cannot be rewarded for kis outlay of expital, 


and trouble, he never will be rewarded at all; and indeed there is’ 


nothing more certain, than that the hip builders have been doubly 
and trebly rewarded for the money they have laid ont long ago. All 
that the old fhip owners can demand is, that others fhall have no 
preference over them ; but this modeft demand they never will need 
tomake, for it would be abfurd to think that the DireQors could 
do fo unfair a thing, ‘ 


The rights, as they are termed, of the old fhip owners, are then 
fupported but by very flender arguments; but their opponents have a 
better ground to ga upon, for, in common with all his Majefty’s 

tubjedls, 
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fubjects, they may claim a right upon equal terms of having a thare 
of the bufincfs of any public company. In common with all their 
fellow-fubjecis, they may likewife fay, that the Company has no 
right, by paying an exorbitant price (and every price is exorbitant 
that is more than is neccflary) to any {ct of men, to diminifh the ad- 
vantages that would be derived to the country from that branch of 
commerce for which it was eftablithed. 


Tt is the bounden duty of the Company to fupply this Country with 
Atfiatic produce at a reafonable rate; and whatever profits arife from 
the trade are either to be employed in paying the dividends of Stock~ 
holders, or the debts of the Company, or paying the £.s00,000 to 
the Nation. Were all the debts paid (including ‘that annual one to 
the Country), fill the Company would not have a right to pay dearer 
for any article than the price at which it can fairly be obtained; but, 
as the cafe now tant it is Qill more clear, and every unneceflary 
expence is injurious to the Public, inafmuch as it ought to par. 
ticipate in the gain arifing from the Commerce with India, ’ 


‘The beft way, then, for the Proprietors of India Stock, relative 
to this point, is to gctermine for the future to hear no long argu6 
ments on the fubject, but let thofe who can ferve the Company on 
the beft termshave the preference ; only with proper precautions taken 
as to the quality and goodnefs of the fhips, for if twenty years were 
employed in debating the fubject, to this {mall compafs muft the quef-- 
tion come at laft. 


Amongtt the important difcuffions that await the Afuirs of India, 
that relative to the Cape of Good Ilope is of the firft importance ; 
but there would be an impropriety in faying at this time all that 
anight be faid on the fubject, 

P Tnto 


( m4 ) 
Into whofe pofleffion it is to go, or whether to remain in ours, is 
a queftion which does not come within. the limits of this Work, for 
it is evidently a matter that will depend upon the general fituation of 
Europe at the peace, and not on the will of any one nation: befides, 
much will naturally depend on the ftate in which the Government of 
Holland thall be at that time. It is not, however, of fo much im« 
portance to whom that half-way ftation between Europe and Afia is 
to belong, as the ule to be made of it, 


It would evidently be for the advantage of the Eaft India Com-~ 
pany, to have it made a free port for the thips of all nations, becaufe 
then thofe jealoufies that threaten our trade would be allayed, the 
Englith would have almoft the whole of the trade from Indin to the 
Cape, while the fhips of ather nations would feldom go beyond that 
ftation, provided the warehoufes there were kept properly flocked. 


The reafons for thinking that the Englifh would enjoy the prin- 
cipal commerce ate many, In the firft place, we have it at prefent, 
and therefore have an advantage over all others. Qur territory and 
prefent eftablifhments in Afia, our fuperior capital, and in general 
thofe other citcumftances which make commerce flourith fo highly 
amongft us, would lerve us in this great and diftant trade. Nations 
with‘lefs capital will always find it convenient to avoid competition 
ina branch of trade that requires a long voyage and a flow return 3. 
therefore, if by having warchoufes well ftocked at the Cape we 
could fupply foreigners reafonably, there woukl be no doubt that 
they would readily embrace that occafion of fhortening their voyages., 


We mutt repeat here, and with fome degree of regret, that there 
are {trong reafons for not touching upon fome parts of this fubjedty. 
and therefore we fhall,confine ourfelves merely to ob{erving, that if 

the 
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ithe Cape remains to us, the beft ufe we can make of it, will be to eret 
‘it into a free port, as we fhall thereby deftroy the envy and jealoufy 
‘of other nations ; and if it does not remain in our hands, it is fill of 
more importance for us to have it free and neutral. 


The deftiny of the Cape will not be in the hands of our nation 
alone; but if we are to keep it without making it, free, it will be one 
of the moft fertile fields for producing war that has yet been known; 
and we may alfeady fay, Enough at home, enough abroad, bas Eng 
land bled }—~In thefe times, moft nations may apply the fame forrow~ 
ful words to themfelves; and it is to be hoped that great attention 
will be paid by thofe to whofe conduét the deftiny of nations are en~ 
‘trufted, to provide, as far as may be, againft a repetition of thofe 
evils which avarice and ambition have fo repeatedly brought upon 
the human race. ' We therefore fhall'be glad to fee the queftion 
-of the future deftiny of the Cape of Good Hope difcuffed on that 
sgreat principle that has the general repofe and happinefs of mankind 
sin view, and not the confined policy of mercantile men. 


Amongft the many books that are written on the Affairs of India, 
‘there is one that, both on account of -the matter it contains, and the 
high quatter from which it is fuppofed to come, merits notice, 
particularly as it holds out the very miftaken and .abdurd notion, that 
our territorial pofleffions are of more importance than the trade to 
India itfelf. 


We fhould be glad, in the firft place, to know whether thefe pol- 
{eftions do not depend upon the commerce, and whether that affer- 
tion is not fomething like the honeft Hibernian, who {aid that the 
roof of the houfe was of more ufc than the walls? However, 

waving the impoflibility of the cafe, let us fuppofe that we had all 
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the Rertories in India, but 1 no: trade to it; and let us; on the other 
hand,, fappofe we had the commerce without the territory, and feo 
vitiieh fituation would, be the. better of the two. In the firft place,. 
the trade to Afia has, as we have already, obferved, enriched every naw 
tion that ever was in poffeffion of it, even from the carlief periods s, 
Lif it,does not enrich us it is our fault, for never did any nation pone, 
it fo. folly. and completely as we'do at thia times. 

The permanence of an advantage enjoyed is in general confidered 
as conftituting a.very material. part of its value. Now the fact is, thas 
the commerce with Afia is in its nature as permanent: as the wants 
of mankind: it-hag often changed-its direGtion,. and fometimes been 
interrupted; but fo great has the necefiity or defire of the weftern 

- inhabitants of the world to enjoy the luxurics of the Haft, that no 
obftacle, however great, could long prevent them from being brought 
from thence, © It is lefs likely now than.ever sand therefore we may 
very properly confider the commerce as. an inheritance entailed upon 
us,, while we have. the {enf and.good conduct to keep it: but as to 
the territorial pofteffions, they are but recently acqdireds nor have: 
we any:examplé of a nation’ holding: fich: diftant and‘exclufive pot 
feffions for a great length of time *; fo thatto fay no more of it, thé 
permanence of thofe. poffeftions is fi ar from being equal to that of tho 
trade to thofe countries, _ One very fingular advantage of thofe terri« 
tories is, that: they have occafioned feveral wars,. produced a-great 
load of debt, and have only produced good to thofe individuals 
who have seturned from thence with {plendid fortunes to celipt 
the ancient nobility. of this. country: It would be pofible, ine. 


* Adam Smith, whofe fagacity wagnot much inferior to his commercial knowledg’, told the 
Author of this Work; in the year 1795, that he did not think, upon the whole, thut the pofy 
deftions in India were a benefit to-the Country's he dreaded the wealth brought j in by individuals, 
Spoke of the quarrels these. poffetions Yrought upon ue; and finithed by fusing hls opinion Wiss , 
‘that we fhould not poflefs them fifty yoaro longer 


deed, 
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‘deed, to namea feore of individuals; who have: brouglit home; for 
their own private account, more money than the India Company 
was ever worth. at one time; but it is not by this {pecies of cri« 
terion that. we fhould:choofe to.eftimate: the profperity of a countrys 
How far fuch fortunes do good or evil is a point not yet afcertained’s , 
we know what effec a fimilar influx'of wealth: produced on Spain. - 

‘but it had: not operated fully in the firtt half century ; and if our pof- 
feffions are kept on fifty years to come, thofe-who are then. alive will. 
be REUSE able to form an opinion, ; 


The: advantages eifine from the Indian’ trade; and’ the number af 
failors employed, are to a maritirne nation beyond all price : they are 
permanent, if we can manage: well. The other boafted advantage 
of territory is not yet afcertained,. neither is their any rule:by which: 
we can eftimate its permanence, for there: is not any example that’: 
can be {aid to be very applicable ; and'thofe: that are the moft fo;. are 
all of them rather more-againft than in favour of the ftability or ad. 
vantage af fiuch teeltoriok as.we have i ‘in: India. 


We have, itis true, ‘liad’ secatien: to tien’ that the gai siting tg to 
the Company is very fall; but we diftinguith between the adyan~ 
tages-to the Nation and to: the Company's: and: we will'nothefitate ‘to: 
maintain,.that, were the commerce with India loft, the i importance: of 
this nation. would foon be diminithed ;- therefore let 'us-not be led-into: 
_ the fatal error, that our commerce with India.is of ier iO nS: 
* , than. our pofleffions anetee a ne 


Having now. erideavoured to: review and.examine the different'in.: 
terefts and affairs: ini India, in that general way. which is in our’ 
gpinion the. moft ufeful,.a fhort recapitulation is all that remains’ 
necefiiry to. complete the. plan on-which.we.at firf, {ct. outs. 
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Tt never was the intention to ainh at laying down a complete 
fyftem for the Affairs of Indias but obferving that confiderable 
changes muft foon be made, to make fach obfervations, and give 
{uch hints as may be probably of fome ufe, when thefe points come 
toa public difcuffion. 


We have had occafion to obferve, that the trade to India is the 
mofl lucrative on the face of the earth, that it always has becn fo, 
and that to obtain pofleffion of it, or at leaft to participate in it, has 
been the Ambition of every people who had the means of attempting 
it. Great envy has accompanied the pofleffion of fo lucrative a 
purfuit, and confiderable has been the confequence; but when it has 
been wrefled from thofe who poffefed it, their own indolence, ras 
ther than the cnergy of their rivals, has been the caufe, 


When any branch of commerce is in the hands of individual mer~ 
chants, it has many chances in its favour, which it would not havo 
if in the hands of a Company; confequently we find that in Spain, 
in Holland, and France, the public companies {dll off to decay 
through mifinanagement, when private adventurers went on well, 


Individual energy and intelligence produce eflucts that are not to 
be cftimated s and from thefe advantages large companies are cut off 
but the neareft thing that can be {ubftituted in the cafe of a company 
is new modifications, according to times and circunflances. In 
{peaking of reform and amelioration in the India Company, Ict thofe 
terms not be taken as they are when appli¢d to governments, of which 
the cafe is totally different. ‘The fundamental principles of good go- 
vernment are eternal; to adopt them to circumstances is all that is 
wanted; but in trade and commerce every thing depends on circum~ 
ftances, and therefore what was originally good, without being 


changed in ittelf, may become intolerably and completely bad ; and 
; it 
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it fo happens, that moft large companies have a {pecies of the an- 
tique, or old fathion, about them, that require attention and redrefs, 


The acquifition of fich great territories as our Company has, pro~ 
duced the neceflity of the Government of the Country interfering; 
and we find the Board of Controul eftablithed very properly for that 
purpofe ; and confequently we find that part of the conflitution of 
the Company’ more adapted to the prefent fate of:things than the 
commercial part, which is got 0 prodigioufly in arrear, that great 
part of the bufincfs done, affords little or no profit, and fome of it is 
attended with lofs, while individuals of other nations carry on trade 
in the fame articles with great advantage, though they are very 
heavily thackled, and labour under many inconveniencies. 


The greatoft, however, of all the evils, is, that the capital of the 
Company is totally inadequate to carrying on the trade that is required 
to be carried on between this country and Indias, and that the terri. 
torial affaire engrofé the principalattention, fo that the commence is 
nepledtcd, and not near fo extenfive as it might be. Order in the 
finances, a fair and proper participation with free traders, are the. 
remedics pointed out; and we have no doubt that, as the cvil in« 
creates, the cure mutt foon be refogted to. 


+ 
‘ 


It is impoffible to feparate the affairs of fo greata Company from 
the general profperity of the nation: what is very important to keep 
in mind is, that a commercial nation cannot fupport a retrograde 
motion like onc that lives by agriculture. THalf the devaftation that 
has been in Poland, or even in Pruffia, within the laR fifty years, 
would ruin this country for ever, We {hall fce Flanders and Brabant 
flourith, butwe cannotexpect ever to {ec thrive Holland; fromall which 
we may conclude, that when a nation is once well advanced, as this is,, 
in a career of commercial wealth, there is an abfolute nece flity of 

3 keeping 
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keeping up the ball; and to avoid falling back, it is necefliry to make 
efforts perpetually to advance. Fortunately for this kingdom, we 
have got greater and greater by the induftry, invention, and inte» 
grity of its inhabitants. But the trade to India does not keep pace 
with the reft. Let us take care that it does not fome any retrograde, 
and fo bring the whale into a perilous fituation. 


Too much attention cannot be paid to this; and it is with a view 
to prevent it, that we have enlarged on the neceffity of encouraging 
Englifh houfes to carry on fuch branches of the trade as they can 
with advantage, in place of leaving to foreigners that fuperiority 
‘which will drive that portion into their hands, and capital out of this 
country. 


As to the Company embracing the whole of the trade, it is not 
poffible, and if it were poflible, it would not be wife, It is therefore | 
to be hoped that the bufinefs will meet with a candid, an enlightened, 
and difintercfted inveftigation. Not forgetting for a moment, that 
the intereft of the nation at large, which is conneéted with tho bufi~ 
nels, ought to be attended to firft; and the {pirit of monopoly, that 
‘has on fome occafions been rather too vifible, counteracted, by thofe 
liberal views of commerce which have of late fo widely diffafed them~ 
felves, both in the political and mercantile world. 
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NOTE [A], 


TIE firft commerce with the Eaftern world was undoubtedly 
confined to two channels. The one by the Arabian Gulph, now 

the Red Sea; and from the eafternmott branch of that fea, through 
Arabia Retrea to Rhinocolura, and from thence to Tyre; from whence | 
the merchandifes were diftributed, and fold to thofe who ‘tetailed or 
confumed tliem. Another road was from the Perfian Gulph, over 
that defert which (¢parates it from the Mediterranean; in which 
waé Babylon, neatly at one extremity on the Euphrates, Tyre at 


the other, and Palmyra in a fertile plain fituated near the middle of 
the defert, 


Alexander the Great deftroyed Tyre, and built Alexandria on the 
coaft of Egypt, not quite fo far diftant from the weftern extremity 
of the Red Scaas Rhinocolura was from the eaftern extremity; with 
this farther advantage, that inftead of travelling through: a ftoney 
defert, the route Jay through Egypt over the Delta, or defcending 
the Nile, all which formerly was fo famous a country, and towards 
which, the attention of the world has been very recently drawn by 
the mad expedition of Buonaparte. This, though a better route than 
that over the ftoney defert, to which it put an ends did not deftroy 
the commerce carried on through Syria, for it continued till the 
_time of the Emperor Aurelian, 


So long as the Egyptians carried on their commerce by navigating 
clofe to the eaftern coaft of Arabia, they were at a confiderable dif. 


a advantage 
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advantage ; for, after a long and tedious voyage, they were fill but 
at the mouth of the Perfian Gulph, which their rivals atthined by a 
much nearer route. But Egypt had not been a century under the 
Roman yoke, when an enterprifing captain of a {hip (Ilippalus), fa. 
voured by the periodical wind, now called a Monfoon, ventured to 
fteer flraight, and almoft due caft from the Streights of Bab«cl» 
Mandel to the Malabar Céaft, ‘This, next to the paflage by the Cape 
of Good Flope, thirteen aerituries afterward, was the greateft dif. 
covety and abbreviation of the courfe by which Indian commodities 
have been brought to Europe. Pliny gives the cxact diftances of 
this route, which allowed the voyage to. he completed to and from 


India in about twelve months, 


But this commerce fecins to have been cternally doomed to change 3 
its vourfe was again altered, in a great degree, by the fixing one of 
the capitals of the Roman Empire at ‘Coniftantinaple. This gave 
fome preference to the route by Syria over that by Alexandria, But: 
the deftruction of the Parthian Empire by the Perfians, and a change 
in the Perfian mode of thinking, or of their politics, which made 
thein lefs averfe than formerly to a commercial intercourfe with 
ftrangers, induced them to open the navigation of their rivers, and . 
in particular the Euphrates, which gave great facilitics, and fhortened, 
by more than two-thirds, the land.carriage fiom the Perfian Gulph 
acrofs to the Mediterranean Sea, ‘his trade was thus kept alive, 
when, about the middle of the {eventh century, the Mahomedan Re» 
ligion gave a warlike and enthufiattic vigour to its followers. Epypt 
was coitquered; and, in a fhort time, one religion eftablithed from 
the Atlantic to the confines of China. Nothing in the hiftory of the 
world is equal to the rapidity, fuccels, or extent of this new changes 
which, as to its commercial effects, tended greatly to reduce Alex= 

“andria, and was the caufe of raifing Buflora as a rival to it, at the 
confluence of the Euphrates and the Tigvis; and, as is generally the 
cale, 


. 


APPENDIX: . 4° 


i} 
cafe, the new rival ies Sens fuperior, and isat this day a confiderable 
depot for the Indian trade, while Alexandria’ is little other than the 
sped of poverty and wretchednefs, 


1 ‘ 


The cflv&s on this commerce which the new religion produced’ 
were fingular, and at different times cyery various; for though at fir 
the means of trading feemed to be facilitated, the antipathies between 
the Chriftians and Mahomedans put almoft a total top for feveral 
centuries to the fupplying of Europe with the productions of Afia, 
Caravans, which had been formerly known and employed for the 
purpofes of trade, were now employed by religious zeal for the pur~ 
pofes of devotion’; and Jerufilem and Mecca were both vifited upon 
fimilar principles by the followers of Chrift and of Mahomet, It has 
often been found on other occafions that religious zeal does not alto- 
gether banith a regard for the interefts of this world: and it isa 
curious fact, that agreat part of the trade to Afia was carried on by 
the votaries of religiOn, who met together in order to exchange their 
articles of traftic,* which they had brought from their own countries, 
or acquired durihg the long journies, 


Anew channel for this varying branch of commerce was dif- 
covered, ot rather reforted to on account of ,the feanty fupply which 
‘could be obtained through the Mahomedan countries of Syria and 
Egypt. Goods wore tranfported, partly by rivers and partly by land 
carriage, both from China and from Indoflan, to the Cafpian Sea, 
arriving at the fouth-caft corner of it, near Efterhabad; from whence 
they were conveyed by fhips to the northern extremity of that fea; 
and from thence to the Black Sea, by the Don and the Wolga, which 
nearly meet at one place. Conftantinople then became, for a time, 
the emporium of trade, and was the richeft and moft brilliant city 
in Lurope, 
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It is only wfeful for us to trace the variations of this trade in the 
prefent Work, on account of the amazing viciflitudes it has undere 
gone, as they prove beyond a doubt the neceffity of obtaining for 
Europe thofe produétions, and the jealoufies which the wealth their 
barter produces has given birth Unto. 


Venice and Genoa, lying not’ very diflant cither from Alexandria 
in Egypt, the coaft of Syria, or from Conftantinople, rivalled each 
other in obtaining Afiatic commodities from all of thefe parts to fup~ 
ply Europe as extenfively as they could. ‘This rivalthip was firmly 
eftablithed, when the Holy War, carried on by all the nations in 
Europe, conducted moft of its princes and nobles to Venice and Con« 
ftantinople. By various caufis, which it is not or bufinefs to ex 
amine, the Crufaders and Venetians were induced to turn their arma 
againft Conftantinople, the fovereignty of which ‘was divided:into 
four parts, one of which fell to the lot of the Venétians; and for 
little more than half a century they engrofled alsioft the whole of it 
during this time. Venice could fearcely confider Genoa as a rivals. 
but by 4 new revolution, fupported by the wealth of the Genocfe, tho 
Imperial family at Conftantinople was reinflated, and the Venctians 
loft all their footing in that country. The Genoefe obtained, in re~ 
compenfe for the aid tffey had given the Greeks, Pera, one of the 
chief fubuibs of that city, which they fortified, and in their turn had 
the advantage over the Venetians. ‘The State of Venice, on the lofs 
of Confantinople, was obliged again to have recourfe to the original, 
depots at Alexandria and in Syria, 


During thefe alternate viciffitudes of thofe two citics, Florence 
rofe up a formidable rival to both; and’ the North of Europe wag 
daily becoming more civilized: the confequence of which was, that 
ademand for Afiatic produdions augmented, and it was neceflary to 
eftablifh a general depot for this purpoft. This was done firft at 

Bruges, 
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Bruges, and then at Antwerp; which two cities for a time enjoyed 
all that wealth and importance this fingularly lucrative branch 
of commerce has given to thofe, through whofe hands it has ever 
pafled; and, perhaps, had the Flemings pofleffed the taft8 or the {kill 
of former ages, the ugly and inelggant city of Bruges might have ex- 
hibited thofe remains of ancient greatnefs which,are yet to be traced 
on the deferts of Syria, But the honeft Flemings, in the times of 
‘Gothic barbarifm, never thought of ere@ting a city Tike Palmyra: to 
eat and drink, or to expend their riches on gorgeous raiment, were, 
they thought, more real, though certainly a more tranfitory manner 
of enjoying them, 


While Venice, Génoa, and Florence, were thus’ rivalling each 
other, a new revolution at Conftantinople, which placed Mahomet 
the Second onthe throne, deftroyed the profperity of Genoa; and 
fubjeded the trade from India to C&HAantinople, now become a 
Mahomedan' city, to’ all the fictitious: inconveniences which com~ 
merce laboured undér by the former channels of Egypt and Syria, 
fuperadded to the natural difficulties, which, owing to a long car- 
riage by land, were Still greater. 


"Venice then obtained a preponderance, which it did not lofe until, 
by the difcovery of the paflage by the Cape of Good Hope, a new, 
a more certain, and a much lefs expenfive channel was opened; by 
which Europeans have ever fince been chicfly fupplied with the pro- 
ductions of Afia, 


Such were the viciffitudes which this moft extenfive and inap- 
preciable trade underweng in former times; mofl of which may be 
traced to the wealth and arrogance which it produced, or to the envy 
it excited; and it is even believed, that the vaft wealth of Venice, 
giving umbrage and flimulating the avarice of the Genoefe, thefe 

latter 
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latter fir attempted to obtain the ‘fame privileges the Venetians had 
obtained in Egypt; and failing in that, encouraged thofe. attempts 
by which a new world was difcovered, and the commerce between 
the extremities of the ancient one fotally changed and altered. 

Even this new and certain channel has not given either a folid or 
permanent pofleffion of that capricious trade to any nation. The 
Portugucfe pofleffed it firft: they have nearly loft it altogether. The’ 
Dutch poffeffed it, and followed it up long with great advantage, 
Other nations have had their thare ; but England, which came alinoft 

. the Jatt, has obtained pofeffion of nearly the whole. ; 
It remains to be {een whether better conduct, more liberality, wif- 
‘ dom, and equanimity, on the part of this Nation, will fix the place 
of this wandering but brilliant metcor; which has firft illuminated, 
_and then confumed all thofe nations through which, it has hitherto 
pafled, 


Ks 


In confidering the’various changes in this commerce fo minutely, 
we have only had in view to thew, that the tafk of fixing it to one 
place is arduous, ant that prefent pofleflidn is no guarantee for 
future enjoyment, 
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NOTE [B}. 


Secteteree 





HE purpofe of this Appendix beirlg to thew clearly and concifély, 

in what manner, and by what degrees, the Eaft India Company 

- obtained, poffeflion of fo very confiderable an extent of territory, as 

‘they now hold under the Crown of Britain—it is judged moft cligible 

to divide the fubje&t under the three great divifions of their power, 

viz. Bengal, Madras, and Bombay ; beginning with Madras, as being 

confidered, at that period from which the territorial aggrandifement 

of the Company commenced, the chief eftablithment Belonging to 
the Englith in the Haft Indics *. 


piu ais or FORT St. GEORGE. 


The Prefidengy fof Fort St. Gcorge, previous to the war which 
commenced in Europe in 1756, enjoyed, under,the Nabob of Arcot, 
Mahomed Ally, the following diftridss, as a finall jaghire, for fervices 
already performed both’ to his father and himfelf: " 





Vance Ravens, No, of| No. of 
\ : Pagodas. Amas Chuerams. | Ditts | Villages, 
Madras, cufloms included, - « 1,200 1 1 
St, Thome’s diftriG, cuflomsincluded, 6,346 15 1 9 
Ponamalee diftriG, cuftoms included, 34,840 of 1) 231 
Trevendapoor, &e. ~ - = wm 26,250) 1} 28 
eset Nice a fa | eas 
Total, 42,386 154% 26,250! 4! 267 

rae 


; ' 
A fum fearcely exceeding £.20,000 per anni 


. 
¥ Previoufly to this, Bombay was the principal fettlement, and to whieh all the others were 
fubordinate. ‘The Chief Oflices or Governor was at Bombay denominated the General, and at 
Madras 
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But the French power being overthrown in India, as we have al- 
ready fhewn, and the Einglifh having eftablifhed themfelves in their 
‘room, the , under-mentioned requefls were made by Colonel Torde, 
commanding the King’s and Company's troops in the Carnatic, to 
Salabat Jung, Soubahdar of the Decan: 


*: That the whole of the Sircar of Mazilipatam, with cight diftrias, 
as well as the Sircar of Nizampatam, and the diftriéts of Condavir and 
Wacalmanner, thould, be given to the Englifh Company, as an Enam 
(or free gift); and the Suanuds granted to them in the fame manner 
as was done to the French. 


“ The Nabob Salabat Jung fhould oblige the French troops, which 
‘were in his country, to pafs the River Ganges within fifteen days, or 
fend them to Pondicherry, or to any other place out of the Decan; 
in future he fhould not fuffer them to have a fettlement in his country 
on any account whatever, wor Reep them in bis@trvice, nor affift them, 
nor call then: to bis affiftances 


The Nabop thould not demand, or call Gauzepetty Rauze to an 
account for what he has colleéted out of the Sircars belonging to 
the French; nor for the computation of the revenues of his own 
country in the prefent year, but Ict him remain peaceable in it in 
future; and according to the computation of the revenues of his 
country before the time of the French, agrecable to the cuftom of . 
his grandfather and father, and as was then paid to the Sircar, fo he 
fhould now aé and pay accordingly to the Sircar; and if he (the Rajah) 
did not agree to it, then the Nabob might do what he pleafed. In 
all cafes the Nabob is not to aflift the enemies of the Englifh, nor 
give them protection. 


Madras the Lieutenant-General, Madras fuceeeded to Bombay, bet Calcutta has now become 
the feat of Supreme Governments fo much for the changes which time ocenfons. 


I The 


\ 
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The Englith Company, on their part, will not affift the Nabob’s 
enemies, nor give them protedtion. 


“© Dated Moon Ramadan, the 16th Elegira 1172, which is the 
r4th of May 1759.” 


To thef propofitions the Salabat Jyng confented. in the following 
words written by himfelf : 


« T fwear by God and his Prophet, and upon the Holy Alcoran, 
that I with pleafure agree to the requefts {pecified in this paper, and 
_ dhall not deviate from it an hair’s breadth.” 


Thefe concefions from Salabat Jung to the Eaft India Company 
were at this period * very confiderably increafed by the Nabob of Arcot. 
That Prince affigned to the Company a Jaghire, Situated in the 
Payen Gaut, confifting of twenty diftriéts, and containing 1759 
villages, by the rea Sunnud: 


* Be it known to/ ‘he Deefmokces, Declpondecs, Muccuddems, 
hufbandmen, and“others, inhabitants of the faid Magans, that, in 
confideration of the great fervices rendered to my affairs by the 
Englifh Eaft India Company, their firm friendfhip for me, and the 
dependance I have of their always remaining, in future in alliance 
with, and fupporting myfelf and fons, I have given and made over 
to them, in Jaghire, as hercunder-mentioned, computed value there» 
of being exclufive of the Jaghiredars, Shoterumdars, Pollygars, 
Ruffoomdars, Rozcencdars, and Enamdars; you ardtherefore here» 
by ftrictly ordered to live in due obedience to the faid Englifh Eatt 
India Company, to pay them the money due at the fixed and flated 
times, and in every refpect to look upon them as myfelf. 


* 16th Oober, 1763. 


b it 


/ 


/ 


f 
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"Tt would appear that the above Sunaud was not complete, for we 
find from the Serifhtadar's letter to the Nabob, informing him of the 
Sunnud’s having been made out for the Englifh Maft India Company 
the 16th of O&ober 1763, that out of the feveral countries from which 
that Jaghire arofe, there were many villages, to the value of pagodas 
349430 4% and chucrams 403g (as cntered in the, Mogul’s book), 
excepted; he requefted therefore the Nabob’s orders, whether a new 
Sunnud for the whole (which he particularizes in the fame manner 
as it is in the Sunnud) fhould be made out or not? ‘To which the 
Nabob anfweted, in his own hand-writing, in the following terms: 
“ In confideration of the true friendfbip of the Englifh Haft India Coma 
pany, and their remaining always in alliance with me, let a Suanud for 
the whole faghire, without any exception, be madgygut,” 


Regiftered in the Dewan’s own office the 21{ of the Moon Rabbi 
ul Sauni, in the year of Hegira 1177, equal to the agth of O&ober 
1763, and in the Nabob’s own office the fame iy. 


The Company’s revenue in the Carnatic was how eflimated as 


follows + : 
Page Ann Chie, | Din | Vilh 
By the old grants, - ~- = ~- 42,386 15% 26,250] 4 | 4267 


By thofe of 16th OQober 1763, 366,064, 2,000 | 20 | 1789 
By the prefent grants, - = = 34,430 4% 45033 175 





Pagodas, 442,881 34 32,283 | 24. | 220% 
Amounting in all to the yearly fum of {200,000 fterling. 


We have now traced the Prefidency of Madras or Fort St. George 
from the fituation of a village *, for fo it is termed in the firfl prants 


* From an obfcure village Madias is becbme a city with 300,00 inhabitants, abounding in 
commeice and wealth, 
from 


APPENDIX. tr 
from the Nabob, with a computed revenue of only £.20,000 per an. 
to a very confiderable military eftablifiment, and an extenfive teri- 


tory, producing to the Company an annual fum of £200,000, befides 
the duties on trade to a confiderable amount. 


The Eaft India Company, by thefe grants, had now acquired a 
great afcendency in the {cale of politics in the Decan, and no means 
were left untried by their fervants, or opportunities loft, to confirm, 
confolidate, and extend thcir territorial dominion. 


‘For effecting this important defign, a very fortunate event took 
place #, The empire of the Mogul, had long been tottering, but was 
now reduced to iMMpwett ebb. ‘The Emperor wasa prifoner in the 
camp of his Vizier, the Nabob of Oude, and nothing was left him 
but the p/ume of royalty. It was, however, political for the party 
who had the control over this unfortunate Monarch, to preferve the 
thadow of his former power, and to make his Firmaun equally 
conclufive and—eflicient, as if he abfolutely fwayed the Imperial 
{ecptre. 


The Mogul, difgufted with the bad treatment which he received 
from the Vizier, and relying on the fucceffes of the Englith, fled 
to the Britifh camp, From this moment the affairs of the Eatt 
India Company became daily more and more flourifhing., Amongfl 
other ufes made of this circumfance, fo favourable to the interefts of 
the Company, was the obtaining the following Firmauns, conveying 
in fee, all the poffeflions in the Carnatic, as wellas the five Sircars, 
which had been granted, as has already been obferved, to the Haft 
India Company by Salabat Jung. 


* 1760. 


bg FIRMAUN 
* 
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Tirmaun from the Mocur for the Northern Sircars,. 


In thefe happy times, our Firmaun, full of {plendor and worthy of” 
obedience, is defcended, purporting, that whereas Salabut Jung 
Behauder, Subahdar of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Siccacole, 
&c. on the French Company, and that in confequence of its not 
being confirmed by us, either by Iirmaun or otherwife, the high, 
mighty, glorious chiefs of the Khans, chofen of the Omrahs, Seapoy 
Surdars, truly faithful, worthy of recciying favours and obligations, 
our i invariable and never-fi wiling friends and well.qgithers, the Englith 
‘Company (having fent a large foree for that purpofe) did expel the 
French thereftom ; we therefore, in confideration of the fidelity and 
good wifhes of the above high, mighty, &c. &ec, _Englifh Company, 
have, from our throne, the bafis of the world, given them the afore~ 
mentioned Sircars, by way of Enam or free gift'¢ (without the leat 
participation ofany perfon whatever in the fame), from the beginning 
of the Fuffal of Tuccaucooul, in the year of Phaefley 1172, equal 
to the month of April, 1762; it is incumbent therefore on you our 
fons, Omrahs, Viziers, Governors, Muttafleddees, for the affaira of 
our Dewanthip, Mootecophils, for thofe of our kingdom, Jaghiredars 
and Karorees, both now and hereafter, for ever and ever, to ule your 
endeavours in the ftrengthening and carrying into execution this our 
moft high command, and to cede and give up to the above-mentioned 
Englifh Company, their heirs and deftendants, for ever and ever, the 
aforcfaid Sirears; and ctecming them likewife free, exempt, and fafe 
from all difplacing or removal, by no means whatever, either molet 
or trouble them, on account of the demands of the Dewan’s oflice, or 
thofe of our Imperial Coust. 


Looking 
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Looking upon this high Firmaun as an abfolute and pofitive order, 
obey it implicitly. 


Dated the 24th of the moon Sophar, in the fixth year of our reign,, 
equal to the rath of Auguft, 1765. 


Forms made ufe of on the Back of the Firmaun. 


From the fecretary, {etting forth, that his-Majefty had been pleafed ~ 
to fign a petition (fuppofed to be from the Company) of the fame date 
as the Firmaun, directing, that whereas Salabat Jung Behauder, 
Subahder of the Weean, conferred the Sircar of Siccacole, &c. on the 
French Company ; and that, in confequence of its not being cons 
firmed by his Majefty, either by Firmaun or otherwife, the high, 
mighty, &c. &e. Englith Company (having fent a large force for 
that purpofe) did cxpel the faid' French therefrom; his Majefty 
therefore, in—donfideration of the fidelity of the aforefaid Englifh 
Company, has given them (without the participation of any perfon 
whatever in the fame) the above-mentioned Sircars,, by way of Enam. 
or free gift. 


Then followed two orders.from the Mogul,.the firfl fuppofed to be 
in his own hand, addreffed to his fon Mirza Mahomed Akbur Shak 
Behauder, telling him to comply with the contents of this Firmaun ;, 
the other direéting that the Englifh Company, be under his fon's 
command, of in his Reffaula, 


FirnmMaun 
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Tirmaun from the Mocur, deing a Confirmation of the Nabol’s 
Grants tothe Company, in the Carnatic. 


In thefe happy times, our Firmaun, full of fplendor and worthy of 
obedience in all, is defended, purporting, that whatever formerly 
has been given by preceding Moguls, or lately by Serajah Dowla 
Mahomed Ally Khan, from the Sircar of the Carnatic, in the parts 
above Madras, &c. to the * high, mighty, 8c. &c. Englifh Company : 
We, in confideration of their great, pains and {ervices, have, from our 
throne, the bafis of the world, conferred upon or caufirmed to them, 
by way of Enam or free gift, without allowing any perfon whatevar 
any part or fhare therein. You therefore our fons, Omrahs, Viziers, 
Governors, Mutafleddees, for the affairs of the-Dewanthip, Moote-~ 
cophils for thofe of our kingdom, Jaghiredars and Karorees, both 
now and hereafter, for ever and ever, exert yourfelves in the flrength. 
ening and carrying into execution this our moft highscgmmand, and 
‘cede.and give up to the above-mentioned Britith Company, their 
heirs and defcendants, for ever and ever, the aforefaid Sircar, and 
efteeming them likewife as entirely exempt, free and fafe from all dif. 
placing or removal; by no means whatever molefl or trouble them, 
either on account of the demands of the Dewan’s office, or thole of 


our Imperial Court. 


Looking upon this high Firmaun as un abfolute and pofitive order, 
obey it implicitly. 


Dated the 24th of the moon Sophar, in the 6th year of our reign, 
equal to the rath of Auguft, 1765. 


* The fame titles as thofe mentioned in the Cirmaun for the Northern Sircarse 
4G 
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The forms made wfe of, on the back of this Firmaiin, correfpond 
almoft entirely with thofe on the batk of that fdr the Northern 
Sircars. 


It would be cncumbering the fubjeg}rt6o much to notice-all the 
treaties of honour, favour, alliance, anf attachment, entered into be~ 
tween the Englith Eaft India Company, the Soubah of the Decan, 
and the Nabob of Arcot *, It is however to be obforved that in all 
of them the interefl of the Englifh was particularly attended to +s, 
and that alfo by their means the dominions of the Mahomed Ally, 
Nabob of Arcot, were by Sunnuds, from the Soubah of the.Decan 
very confiderably increafed {. It may however be confidered ag 
worthy of remark, that the Soubahdar of the Decan, ina Sunnud of 
the rath of March 1768, denounces Hyder Ally, the father of 
Tippoo Sultaun, to the Englith asa ‘rebel and ufurper, that be had 
deprived him ofall bis honour and dignities, and they (the Englifh) 
were by no meansTo pay any attention to bis Deputies or Vacheels, but 
to flop all correfpondence either with him or them.” Such was the efti- 
mation in which this family was held; but the imbecility of the 
Subahdar could only do by words what the Englith were attemptin 
by force of arms |]. ‘ 


From this period to the year r778, the Government of Madras ° 
were involved in continual difputes with the Nabob of Arcot and 
the Rajah of Tanjore. The war with France once more flimulated: 


* aath November, 1766, 23 February, 1768, 
+ 12th March, 1768, 
t rzthand r4th November, 1766, 11th March, 1768, 


\| There is no doubt but that the above article in the Sunnud was exagted by the Englifh, 
who were then anally engaged ina war with Hyder Ally, which had commenced in 1767. 
Reace was concluded with little advantage to cither fide the 3d of Apiil 1769, 


exertion 
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exertion, and the fall of Pondicherry # fecond time*, proved fatal to 
' the French eftavlifhments in’ the Carnatic. ‘The adtive genius of 
Hyder Ally, alive asall times to his own intereft, or his ambition, 
willing to benefit by the gloomy afpect of the times, entered the 
Carnatic at the head of a nun.erous army, and appeared in the neigh. 
bourhood of Fort St. George before it was hardly known that he had 
defcended the Gants}. The expences of this war were confuming 
the vitals of the Company, when Lord M‘Cartney was nominated to 
the Government of Madras, It was no longer poflible for that 
Prefidency, affifted by the refources of Bengal, to furnifh the fup- 
plies: for although the obje& of the war was avowedly to fupport 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, his revenues were mifapplicd and dim. 
pated. Lord M‘Cartney {aw it was now the time to make the grand 
coup de main, This was nothing lefs than an exclufive affignment of 
the Nabob’s revenues in the Carnatic to fupport the expences of an 
unpromifing war. After fome hefitation,, the demand was complied 
with in its fulleft extent, and a Sunnud was granted in favour of the 
Eaft India Company}, permitting them to appoint the renters of the 
Carnatic, and, in fhort, to poffefs the fole controul from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. By this negociation, upwards of £.1,200,000 was 
added to the territorial revenues of the Company |}. 


The gradual and well directed efforts of the Company were not 
deftincd to flop here. ‘The inordinate ambition of Tippoo Sultaun 
paved the way for further aggrandizement, and frefh conqueft. An 

* September, 1778. 

‘t The paffes in the mountains which feparate the Carnatic from the dominions of Myfore. 

t December, 1781. 


I Qn the denth of Hyder Ally, in 1982, the wax was continued ty his fon, ‘Tippoo Saltaun, 
“an enemy to the Englifhy more implacable than his futher was, Peace was conelitded before 
Mangalore in Maich 1783, on the ground of the flatus quo anie dellumn ‘Ihe tyrant ie now nO 
more | 


tnju- 
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injudicious And wnjutt attack on our ally the Rajah of "T'ravencore *, 
called forth the ready affiftance of the Englith, and bémanity became 
intcrefted in the event. 


Powerful as Tippoo was now become, a repofe of feven years 
from the expences of war; the alarmiy$ combination} excited by his 
violation of every right, aided by the gallantry and difcipline of the 
Britith army, with the judgment and integrity of the Marquis Corn- 
wallis, obliged the imperious tyrant to purchafe a peace‘{ at the ex~ 
pence of half his dominions, dnd the payment of a {um of money, 
upwards of £1.3,000,000 fterling. 


By the partition treaty ||, one-third came to the fhare of the Com 
pany, amounting to £.1,000,000 in fterling money, with an ad- 
dition of territorial revenue of £.700,000 per annutt. 


The ranklings of revenge, in a vindictive mind, are not eafily to 
be eradicated ; an@ this modern Vandal appears not to have forgotten 
his antipathy té the Englith. Defirous to benefit by the rapid fuc+ 
ceffes and rapacious atrocitics of the French, and above all by the 
{plendid but abfurd and abortive attempt made by the Hero of Italy §, 


* Igo 

} rahe Mhavattns, the Nizam of the Deean, and the Rajah of Travencore, 

t 1792. 

|] ‘The partition treaty was executed at Poona, on the firf of June 1790, by the Mharattas ; 
and at Paungul by the Nizam on the fourth of July following. 

§ The failure of Buonaparte’s Expedition to Egypt was, even before Lord Nelfon's bril- 
Niant vitory, foretold in a publication, entitled, Travels from England to India, written by 
Major T'axton, belonging to the Company’s Military Service at Bombay. The French - 
themfelves forefnw the refult would be fatal and difgraceful; and they accordingly furnithed 
their darling General with an epitaph : 

Cy git Caf-Col gui fe eroivait un grand houmey 
Tl a commencé fort bien, mais a finit tres mal, 
41 a pris Manton, Malta, et Milan 
Mais il off allé & Memphis pour finir fur un Pal. 
Sig RansiT oLoR1A MUNDI! 
Cc to 
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and Oriffa, withgut paying any duties or fees of any kind whatfoever . 
and that the ani Chokeydars, Guzerbauns, &c. offer them 
no kind of moleftatioh upon this.account. 


«That reflitution be madi the Company, of their factories and. 
fettlements, at Calcutta, Cofirhbuzar, Dacea, &c. which have heen 


taken from them. 


«That al money and effects,‘ taken from the Englith Company, 
their factors and dependents, at the feveral fettlements and Aurungs, 
be reftored in the fame condition : That an equivalent, .in money, be 
given for fuch goods as are damaged, plundered or loft, which fhall 
be left to the apes to determine. 


.“ That the Company he allowed to fortify Calcutta, in fach manner 


_ as they fhall efteem proper for their defence, without any hindrance 


or ¢ obftruction, 


‘That fiecas i coined at Allenagur (Calcutta) in the fame manner 
ag at, Moorthedabad, and that the money, ftruck in Caloutta, be of 
equal weight and finenefs with. that of Moorfhedabad, ‘There thall 
be no demand made for a dedu@ion of Batta. 


_© That thefe propofals be ratified in the ftrongeft manner, in the 


_ prefence of God and his Prophet, and figned and fealed to, by the 


Nabob, and sg of his principal people, 


‘And Admiral Charles Watfon and Col, Clive promife, in bebalf of 
the Lingh/h Nation, and of the Englith Company, that from hence- 


forthall hofilities hall ceafe, in Bengal, and the Englith will always 
‘remain, in peace and friend(hip with the Nabob, as long as thefe 


articles are kept in force, and continue unviolated. 
Tho 


APPENDIX, © ax 
The treaty was figned and fealed by all the par tyes, and formally: 
tatified and confirmed, agreeably * to. the Oriedital cuftom i in fuch 
cafes*, 


The Nabob Serajah-ul-Dowlah hed fearcely recovered the blow, 
when he meditated revenge, and wis again preparing to attack the 

Englith: The plot was difcovered, and a fecret treaty was entered 
"into between the Englith and Meer. Jaftier Ally Khan, to the follow~ 
ing effect i , 


Treaty with Jarrinmg Avty Kuane' 


© Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of ‘peace with 
the Nabob,.. Serajah, Dowlah Monfoor ul Malck Shah Kuly Khan 
Behauder, Hybut Jung, to ftand confirmed. 


“ The enenjits of the Englith to be the enemies of Jaffier Ally 
Khan, whether I Indians or Europeans. 


« All the effects and factories, belonging to the French in the 
province of Bengal, and Bahar and Oriffa to remain in the poffeffion 
of the Englith, nor the Frencly be allowed any more 'to fettle in the 
three provinces. 


“ Tn confideration of the loffes, which. the Englith ctdiainy had 
fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and 
the charges occafioned by the maintenance of the forces, one crore of 

_Tupees, or £115200,000 to.be paid to the Company: 


“ For the effedts plundered from the Englith ishabiten of Calcutta, 
fifty lacks of rupees; or £.600,0008 => 


* February 1.7575 se Te Sk May 1754. ae 
: For 


2 APPENDIX 


‘ 
“ For the Seas plundered from the Gentoos, Mufiimen, and 
other fhbjects of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees, or £.140,000, 


« For effects plunderet{com the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, 
the fam of feven lacks of rupees, or £.56,000. The diftribution of 
the fums, alloted to the natives, Englifh inhabitants, Gentoos, and Mut. 
fulmen, to be left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive, and the reft of the 
Council, to be difpofed of by them to whom they fhall think proper, 


“ Within the ditch, which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, are 
tras of land, belonging to feveral Zemindars; befides this, the 
Englith Company to poflefs fx hundred yards without the ditch, 


“ All the land lying to the South of Calcutte, as far as Culpee, 
to be under the Zemindary of the Englifth Company; and all the 
officers of thofe parts to be under their jurifdiction. ‘The revenues 
to be paid by them (the Company) in the fame mlaner with other 
Zemindars. 


“‘ Whenever the Englith affiftance is-demanded, Meer Jaflier to he 


at the charge of the maintenance of them, — 


“ No new fortifications below Hughley near the River Ganges to 
be erected by Meer Jaffier.” 


The above articles were ratified by Meer Jaftier Ally Khan, in the 
moft folemn manner; and the Eaft India Company pledged them~ 
felyes by the following article: 


“ On condition that Meer fafier Khan Bebauder foall folemnly ratify, 
confirm by oath, and execute all the above articles, which the unders 
i qwritten 


APPENDIX 23 


written, of bebalf of the Honourable Eaft India Company do, declaring 
on the Holy Gofpels, and before God, that we will. aff? Meer Safer 
Khan Bebauder with all our force, to obtain the Soubabjbip of’ the 
province of Bengal, Babar, and Oriffa ; and further, that we will afift 
bin to the utmoft, againft all bis enemits’whatever, as foon as be calls” 
upon us for that end ; provided that be, on bis mans to be Nabob, foall 
Jubll the aforefaid articles. 


The battle of Plafley * decided the fate of Serajah-ul-Dowlah, and 
placed Meer Jaftier on the Mufnud of Bengal +. 


This Prince and the Company continued on a friendly footing till 
the year 1760, when his fon in Jaw Coffim Ally Khan, from mifma- 
nagement on the part of the Nabob, was appointed to condué the 
affairs of government; but previous to this, Meer Jaftier was not un- 
grateful for the favours conferred on him by the Eaft India Company ; 
for he ceded to xyhem twenty-four diftriéts of confiderable value t, and 
fhortly after added three more, conftituting, according to the- Oriental 
cuftom, the Eaft India Company Zemindars, or proprietors of the foil. 


Perwannan for the granted Lands, 


“Ye Zemindars, Chowdrahs, Talookdars, Muccuddems, Recayahs, 
Morfawreans, Mootawettawahs of the Chuckla of Hughley, and 
others, fituated in Bengal, the terreftrial paradife: Know, that the 
Zermindarry, Chowdrahy, and Talookdarry, of the countries in the 
fubjoined lift, hath been given, by treaty, to the moft illuftrious and 
moft magnificent, the Englifh Company, the glory and ornament of 
trade: The faid Company will be careful to govern according to 


* agd June, 1757. 4 goth Juue, 1757.  aoth December, 1757. 
eftablithed 
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eftablifhed cuftom and ufige, without any gradual deviation, and 
watch for the profperity of the people; Your duty is to give no caute 
of complaint to the Recayahs of the Company, who on their part are 
to govern with fuch Kindnefs, that hutbandry may reccive a daily 
encreafe; that all diforders may be fuppreffed, drankennefs and other 
illicit practices prevented, and the Imperial tributes be {ent in due 
time: Such part of the abovefaid country as may be fituated to the 
Welt of Calcutta, on the other fide of the Ganges, does not apper« 
tain to'the Company: Know then, ye Zemindars, &c. that ye are 
dependents of the Company, and that ye muft fubmit to fuch treatment 
as they give you, whether good or bad, and this is my exprefs injunc~ 
tion,” 


‘The Eaft India Company, in confequence of this new dignity, 
became bound -to pay a Pifhcafh of rupees, 20,101, or £.2,264 
fterling ; and for which they received in return a revenue of £.25,000 
per annum, ze 
\ 

The. obligations impofed on and acceded to, by ae Company, were 
as follow : 


’ 


“ We, the Inglith Company, do declare, that whereas the office 
of the Zemindarry of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c, of the 
Sircar Sautgaum, éc. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Sou. 
bah of Bengal, in confideration of the fum of twenty thoufind one 
hundred and one rupees Pithcath, &c. to the Imperial Sircar, from 
the month Poofs, in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four of the 
Bengal Aira, has beeu conferred on us, to the end that we attend to 
the rites and cuftoms thereof, as is fitting, nor in the leaf circume 
ftance negle& or withhold the vigilance and care due thereto. That 

-we deliver into the treafury, in the proper times, the due rents of 
the Sircar. That we behave in fuch manner to the inhabitants and 
lower {ort of people, that by our good management the faid Purgun~ 

nahe 
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nahs may flourifh and increafe. "That we faffer no robbers nor houle~ 
breakers to remain within our diftriéts, and take fuch care of the King’s 
highways, that the travellers and paffengers may pafé and repafs without 
fear or moleftation. That (which God forbid) if the effects of any 
perfon be plundered or ftolen, we difcover and produce the robbers 
or thieves, together with the goods, and deliver the goods to the 
owners, and the criminals to condign punifhment, or elfe that we 
ourfelves be refponfible for the faid goods. That we take {pecial 
care that no one be guilty of any crime, or drunkennefs, within the 
limits of our Zemindarry, That, after, the expiration of the year, 
we take a difcharge according to cuftom, and that we deliver the 
accounts of our Zemindarry, agreeably to the ftated forms every year, 
into the Duftercana of the Sircar, and that we refrain from demand. 
ing the articles forbidden by the Imperial Court (the afylum of thé 
world.)” 


The liberality of Jaflier Ally Khan, on the requeft of the Company, 
granted a Sunnud for the free tenure of the town of Calcutta* ; the 
pretexts were, “ That the factory of the nobleft of merchants, the 
Englifh Company, for carrying on their trade in the Purgunnah of ' 
Calcutta, lying near the fea, and being liable to continual alarms, 
and interruptions from the enemy, they had, for their defence, made 
a Tank of water round their factory, and left an Efplanade on all 
fides, at the diflance of acannon fhot; and that as the Mowza of 
Govindpoor, &c, in the diftrits of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, 8c. 
of the Sircar Sautgaum, belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the 
Soubah of Bengal, dependent on the Khalfa Shercefa, and Jaghire of 
the Sircar, adjoin thereto ; they therefore requefted a Sunnud, ex 
empting them from the payment of the rents thereof.” 


We now come to the period when Mahomed Coffim Khan wag 
pitched on by the Company to fuccced his father-in-law Meer Jaftier, 


* December 1758, 
d whom 
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whom they refolved to deprive of all authority—cruclty,’ oppreftive 
conduct towards his fubjects, and irrefolution, were the grounds on 
which it was determined that this change fhould take place *. Ac. 
cordingly, a treaty ++ was entered into between the aft India Coin- 
pany and the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan, as follows: 


« The Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaflier Khan Behauder, fhall con. 
tinue in poffeffion of his dignities, and all affairs be tranfadcted in his 
name, anda fuitable income fhall be allowed for his expences. 


“The Neabut of the Soubahdarry of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, &e, 
fhall be conferred by his Excellency, the NAbob, on Meer Mahomed 
Coffim Khan Behauder; he thall be invefted with the adminiftration 
of all affairs of the provinces, and after his Excellency he fhall fuc- 
ceed to the.Government. 


** Betwixt the Company and Mecr Mahomed Coflim ‘Khan 
Behaudar a firm friendfhip and union is eftablifhed, Nais enemies are 
their cnemics, and bis friends are their friends, 


‘© The Europeans and Telingas of the Englith army fhall be ready 
to aflift the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Coffin Khan Behaudet, in the 
management of all affiirs ; and in all affairs dependent on him, they 
fhall exert thensfelves to the utmoft of their abilities, 


“* For all charges of the Company and of the faid army, and pro- 
vifions for the field, &c. the lands of Burdwan, Midnapore, and 
Chittagong, thall be affigned, and Sunnuds for that purpofe fhall be 
written and granted, he Company is to ftand to all loffes, and 


* 29th September, 1760, 

f Te was at this jundture the fathion to decorate Europeans with Oriental dues, Lord Clive 
wns termed Sabut Jung Behander, and had the title of * Lower of the Empire; Delender of 
the Country; ‘The Brave; Firmin War’? Governor Vanfittart was called the Nabob shum’s 
6 Dowluh, and fo on, 

receive 
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receive all die profits of thefe three countrics, and they will demand, 
no more than the three affignments aforcfaid. 


* One half of the Chunam, produced at Silhet for three years, {hall 
be purchafed by the Gomaflahs of the Company, for the peaple of 
the Government, at the cuftomary rate of that place. The tenants 
and inhabitants of thofe diftriéts thall receive no injury. 


«Te balance of the former Tuncaw fhall be paid according to the 
Kiftbundee, agreed upon with the Royroyan. ‘The jewels, which 
have been pledged, fhall.be received back again, : 


« The Company will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle in 
their lands; neither fhall the tenants of the Company be allowed to 
fettle in the lands of the Sircar. 


“ We will give no protection to the dependents of the Sircar in the 
lands, or in the factories of the Company ; neither thall any protec~ 
tion be given to the dependants of the Company in the Jands of the 
Sircar ; and whofoever shall fly for refuge to cither party thall be de- 


livered up. 


“The meafures for war and peace with the Shahzada*, and 
raifing fupplies of money, fhall be weighed in the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient fhall be put in execution; and it 
thall be ‘fo contrived by the joint councils, that he be removed from 
this country, nor fuffered to get any footing in it. Whether there 
be peace with the Shahzada or not, our’ agreement with Meer 
Mahomed Coflim Khan Behauder, we will (by the grace of God) 
inviolably obferve, as long as the Englith Company’s factories con- 
tinue in the country.” 

* The cldeft fon of the Mogul. 
da By 
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By this treaty, the Company acquired the lands of Burdwan, Med. 
napore, and Chittagony *; and two years after the Nubob iffued a 
Sunnud in their favour for the Zemindarry of the Rajah Tilluckchund, 
in the Soubah of Bengal. The condition on the part of the Company 
was, That they fhould fupport soo European horfe, 2,000 European 
foot, and 8,000 Scpoys, for the protedlion of the Royal Dominions, 


The Government of Meer Mahomed Coffim Ally Khan was very 
foon difapproved by the Englith. The connection which he formed 
with Sujah-nl~Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude, and Vizier to the Mogul, 
gave great caufe of offence; added to which, he had, wirdout 
permifion, increafed his army, and even began to difcipline his 
men after the European manner. It was therefore judged expe- 
dient to re-eftablifh the Nabob Jaffer Ally Khan, for which pura 
pofe a formal agrecment was entered into between the Company 
and him +. 


* The Company, on their part, agreed to re-inftate the Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jaflier Khan Behauder, in the Soubahdarry of the pro« 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Ori@a, by the depofal of Meer Maho- 
med Coffim Khan; and the effects, treafure, and jewels, &c. be- 
longing to Mcer Mahomed Coflin. Khan, which fhould fall into their 
hands, were to be delivered up to the Nabob, 


On the part of the Nabob, it was agreed, “ That the treaty which 
he formerly concluded with the Company upon his acceflion to the 
Nizamvt, engaging to regard the honour and reputation of the 
Company, their Governor and Council, as his own, granting Per- 
wannahs far the currency of the Company’s bufine(s, thould be cone 
firmed, 


* 76a "4p 1963. 
«To 
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To grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying the exe 
pences of their troops, the Chucklas of Burdwan, Midnapore, and 
Chittagong, which were before ceded for the fame purpofe, 


‘*To ratify, and confirm to the Englith, the privilege granted them 
by their Firmaund, and feyeral Hufbulhookums, of carrying on their 
trade, by means of their own Duftick, free from all duties, taxes, or 
impofitions, inall parts of the country, excepting the article of Salt, 
on which a duty of 23 per cent. fhould be levied on the Rowana, or 
Hughley market price. 


“To give to the Company half ‘the Saltpetre, produced in the 
country of Purnea, which their Gomaftahs fhall fend to Calcutta, 
The other-half to be collected by the Fouzdar, for the ufe of the 
Wabob’s offices; and no other perfon to make purchafes of this article 
in that country. . 


“That in the Chuckla of Silhet, for the {pace of fiye yeara, com- 
mencing with the Bengal year 1170, the Nabob’s Fouzhar, and the 
Company’s Gomaftah, fhould jointly prepare Chunam, of which cach 
thould defray half the expences, and half the Chunam, fo made, 
thould be given to the Company, and the other half to be for his ufe, 


“The Nabob to maintain 12,000 horfe and 12,000 foot, in the 
three provinces. If there thould be o¢cafion for any more, the 
number to be encreafed by confent of the Governor and Council, 
proportionably to the emergency: befides thefe, the forces of the 
Englifh Company always to attend him when wanted. 


« Wherever he thould fix his court, cither at Moorfhcdabad or elfe~ 
where, to advife the Governor and Council; what number of Eng- 


lith forces he might have occafion for in the management of his affairs 
x to. 
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so demand them, and they fhall he allowed ; andan Englifh gentleman 
fhould refide with him, to tranfact all affairs between him and the 
Company, and a perfon alfo to refide on his part at Calcutta, to ne- 
gociate with the Governor and Council, * 
«x 

» @ The late Perwannahs, iffued by Coflim Ally Khan, granting to 
all merchants the exemption of all duties, for the {pace of two years, 
fhall be reverfed and called in, and the duties collected as before. 


« Rupecs, coined in Calcutta, to pals in every refpcét equal to the 
Siceas of Moorfhedabad, without any dedudion of Batta, 


“ To give thirty lacks of rupees, to defray all the expences and lof 
accruing to the Company, from the war and ftoppage of their inveft~ 
ment; and to reimburfe, to all private perfons, the amount of fuch 
loffes, ‘proved before the Governor and Council, as they may fuftain 
in their trade in the country: if the Nabob fhould not be able to 
difcharge this in ready money, aflignments of land to be given for the 
amount, : 


“ To confirm and renew the treaty which he formerly made with 
the Dutch. 


“ Tf the French foould come into the country, he would not allow them 
to erectany fortifications, maintain forces, hold lands, Zemindarries, 
‘ &c. but by paying tribute, to carry on their trade as in former times, 


“ Some regulations to be heréafter fettled, for deciding all difputes, 
which may arife between the Englifh Agents and Gomaftahs, in the 
different parts of the country, and his oflicers.”’ 


The 
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The Company had but little trouble in effecting the purpofe of the. 
treaty, Meer Coflim Ally Khan was depofed, and Jaffier Ally re~ 
fumed the Mufnud of the provinces. Meur Coffim Ally, after having 
perpetrated feveral maflacres on the unfortunate Englithmcen in his 
power, fled to his friend Sujah-ul-Dowlah, with whom, as we have 
already faid, the Mogul refided. Inclination was not wanting, on the 
part of Sujah-ul-Dowlah, who was a man of great ambition, and 
very confiderable refources, to commence hoftilities againft the Eng~ 
lih. To aflift in fupporting the expences of this war, Jatlier Ally 
Khan, the new made Nabob*, ftipulated to pay the Company a 
* monthly fum of five lacks of rupees >, to commencedfrom the 31ft 


of July, 1764. 


It would appear at this period, that the Britith difcipline furmounted 
every obftacle. Superiority of numbers in the enemy feemed only to 
infpire frefh energy in the breafts of the Englith troops. At the 
battle of Buxar {, Sujah-ul-Dowlah was completely defeated by 
Major Munro ||. The Mogul, perceiving that Sujah-ul-Dowlah was 
no longer ina fituation to refift the Company’s forces, fought the 
protection of the Britith Camp. The Nabob Vizier kept the 
field for fome months, when peace was concluded, 


The feelings of the unhappy: Mogul will be beft conveyed in his 
own emphatic words, : 


Propofals made by the King Suan Aauom, and enclofed in a Letter, 
Jrom Major Wucror Munro ¢o the Prefident and Council, at Ben~ 
gal, dated from the Camp, at Benares, tbe 22d of November, 1764. 


“Tf this country is to be kept, put me in poffeffion of it, and leave 
“a finall detachment of the troops with me, to thew that I am pro- 


* Soptember 16, 1764. + Sixty thoufand pounds ferling. 
1 Ottober, 1764. I] Now Sir Hedlor Munro, and a General Officer. . 
4 : tected 
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« qeded by the Kuglith, and they thall be at my oxpence; if any 
« ehemy come at any time againft me, I will make fuch connections 
“in the country, thut, with my own troops, and the afore-men~ 
« tioned fmall detachment, I will defend thegcountry, without any 
« farther afiQance from the Englith, and I will pay them out of the 
& revenues of the country, what fum they fhall demand yearly. If 
« the Englith will, contrary to their intere(l, make peace with the 
« Vizier, I will go to Delhi, for J cannot think of returning again 
« into the hands of a man who has ufed me fo ill: I have no friends 
“ JT depend on more than the Englifh; their former behaviour to me 
« will make me ever refpe&i and regard them ; now is their time to 
be in poffeffion of a country abounding with riches and treafure; I 
« fall be fatisfied with whatever flare they pleafe of it, The Rohillas 
«were always enemics to the imperious Vizier: they are all my 
« friends. 


The opening, which the arrival of the Mogul in the Company's 
Camp, afforded the Government of Bengal, for the further promo« 
tion of territorial aggrandizement, could not be overlooked : We ac« 
cordingly find that the following articles to be executed by the King, 
were enclofed in a letter, from the Prefident and Council, at Bengal, 
to Major Hedor Munro, Commander in Chief of the Army +. 


In confideration of the affiNanceand fidelity of the Englifh Comy 
pany, which has freed us from the inconveniences we laboured under, 
and ftrengthened the foundations of the empire, which God has given 
us, we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant to the Englifh Com- 
pany our royal favours, according to the following articles, which 
fhall remain firm, both in prefent and in future, 


“ As the Englith Company have been put to great expencé, and 

their affairs expofed to danger, by the war, which the Nabob Shujah- 
* Decembor 6, 1764. 

ul-Dowlah 
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ul-Dowlah tnjuftly, and contrary to our royal pleafure, waged againtt 
them; we have therefore afligned to them the country of Gauzepoor, 
and the reft of the Zemindarry of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the 
Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah- ul-Dowlah; and the regulation, and 
government thereof, we have given to their difpofal, in the fame man- 
ner as it was in the Nabob Shujah-ul-Dowlah’s ; the aforefaid Rajah, 
having fettled term’ with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is ac- 
cording thereto to pay the revenues to the Company; and the 
amount fhall not belong to the books of the Royal Revenue, but fhall 
be expunged from them, 


“The army of the Englith Company, having joined our flandatd, 
fhall put us in poffeffion of Mliabad, and the reft of the countries, be~ 
longing to the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah-vl-Dowlah; and the - 
revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant’s Zcmindarry, fhall be 
in our entive management and difpofal, 


* As the Englith Company will be at a further expence in putting 
us in poffeffion of Iiabad, and the refk of the Nizamut of the Nabob 
Shujah-ul-Dowla, we will therefore, as we get poffeffion, grant to 
them, out of our treafury, fuch a proportion of the revenues as the 
exigencies of our affairs will admit of; and when we are put in full 
poffeffion, we will reimburfe the whole expences of the Company in 
this bufinefs, from the time of their joining our Royal Standard.” 


The Mogul, in the defperate fituation of his affairs, was eager to 
ratify thefe conditions *, Orders were immediately iffued for a royal 
Firmaun, granting to the Company every thing they had defired, 


The thief of power, infatiable in itfelf, was by no means, as yet, 
fully fatisfied; and the death of the old Nabob of Bengal, Jaflier 


* December 29, 1764. 
e Ally 
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Ally Khan *, ‘was another cireumflance extremely favourable to the 
views of the Company. 

Agreeably to Oriental cuflom, it was neceflary to fupport the 
pageantry of a prince, however much he might in other re{pedts be 
fubordinate to that power by whole fuperior authority and influence 
he was fupported -. The fon of. the late Nabob was called to the 
Mufnud, bute under reftritions extremely beneficial to the Com- 


pany. 


The newly created Nabob, Nubjum-ul-Dowla, engaged the Com- 
pany fo {ecure to him, by treaty t{, “the Soubahdarry of the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa; and to fupport him therein with the 
Company’s forces againft all his enemies. Alf, at all times to keep 
up fuch force as might be neceflary effectually to aflift and fupport 
him, in the defence of the provinces; and as the Englifh troops 
would be more to be depended on than the Nabob’s, and lefs expen- 
five to him, he was thercfore to entertain none but fuch as were re~ 
quifite for the fupport of the Civil Officers of his.Government, and 
the bufine(s of his collections through the different diftricts, 


It was farther agreed, “ That in confideration of the Nabob 
continuing to affift in defraying the extraordinary expences of the 
wat, carrying on againft Shujah-ul-Dowla, with five lacks of rupees 
(or £.62,500) per month, agreed to by his father; that whatever fums 
might be hereafter received of the King, on account of our aflitt. 
ance afforded him in the war, fhould be repaid to the Nabob,” 


January 14, 1768, 

| ‘This farce is fill carried on—-Both Hyder Ally aud his fon, ‘Tippoo Sultaun, thought 
proper to preferve the King of Myfoie, and to thew him once n yen to his faijectss ‘Ihe 
Mharattas do the fame thing with the Rham Rajah, at sattarale 

} February 20, 17653 


On 
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On the part of the Nabob it was agreed, “ That in confideration 
of the afliftance of the Governor and Council, in fecuring to him the 
fucceflion in the Soubahdarry of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, hereto- 
fore held by his father the late Nabob Meer Jaftier Ally Khan, and 

 fupporting him init, againft all his enemies, he fhould regard, as his 
own, the treaty, which his father formerly concluded with the Com-~ 
pany, upon his firft acceffion to the Nizamut, engaging to regard the 
honour and reputation of the Company, and of their Governor and 
Council, and granting Perwannahs for the currency of the Company's 
trade, 


* That confidering the weighty charge of government, and how 
effential it was for him, for the welfare of the country, and for the 
Company's bufinefs, that he fhould have a perfon, who has had experi- 
ence therein, to advife and affift him, it was agreed to have one fixed 
with him, with the advice of the Governor and Council, in the 
flation of Naib Soubah, who fhould accordingly have immediately 
under him the chief management of all affairs, 


« That the bufinefs of the colleétions of the revenues fhould be 
under the Naib Soubah, be divided into two or more branches, as 
might appear proper; and as the Nabob profeffed the fulleft depen. 
dence and confidence on the attachment of the Englith, and their 
regard to his intereft and dignity, and being defirous of giving them 
every teflimony thereof, he further confented that the appointment 
and difmiffion of the Muttafeddees of thofe branches, and the allot- 
ment of their feveral diftricts, hall be with the approbation of the 
Governor and Council; and confidering how much men of rank and 
ftation, are obliged to truft to the eyes and recommendations of the 
fervants about them, and how liable to be deceived, it was his fur~ 
ther will, that the Governor and Council fhould be’ at liberty to 

€ 2 object, 
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objea, and point out, when improper people are cntrufted, or where 
his officers and fubjects were oppreffed. 


“ To confirm to the Company, as a fixed refource for defraying 
the ordinary expences of their troops, the Chucklas of Burdwan, 
Midnapore, and Chittagong, in as fulla manner as they had been 
ceded to the Company by his father, and alfo fo long as might be 
required and neceflary, to continue the payment of the five lacks of 
rupees per month; and as he confidered the Company’s troops en+ 
” tirely equal to the defence of the provinces, he was only to maintain, 
fuch as were immediately neceffary for the dignity of his perfon and 
government, and for collecting the revenues, 


“ Although he fhould occafionally remove to other places in tle prow 
vinces, that the books of the Sircar fhould always be kept, and 
* the bufinefs conducted at Moorthedabad, and that fhould as hereto- 
fore be the feat of his Government: that an Tnglith gentleman 
thould refide with him, to tranfact all affairs between him and the 
Company, and that a porfon of high rank fhould alfo refide on his part 
at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council. 


“ The rupees, coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every refpect equal to. 
the Siccas of Moorfhedabad, without any dedu@ion of Batta; and 
whofoever fhould demand-Batta fhall be punifhed. 


“ No Europeans whatever to be entertained in his fervice, and if 
there already was any, they thould be immediately difmiffed. 


“ To confirm the Treaty, which his father formerly mude with 
. the Dutch, 


ts if 
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9 
“(If the French came into the country, not to allow them to ereét any 
Sortifications, maintain forces, or bold lands, Zemindarries, Ge, but to 
pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former times,” 


The above conditions fettered the young Nabob, and placed in the 
hands of the.Company nearly the fole {way over the fertile province of 
Bengal. But it was referved for the fuccefsful adminiftration of Lord 
Clive to gain the climax of territorial foverejgnty and wealth. 

_Amongft the firft public aéts of his Lordthip as Governor of Ben= 
gal, for he had only arrived at Calcutta the beginning of the year *, 
was one, which the declining power of Shujah-ul-Dowlah ,ren- 
dered practicable. This prince, during the war, had been worfted 
in almoft every engagement. His Lordthip littened to overtures of 
accommodation ; and, by one grand coup, acquired to the Company 
and the Nation the DewANNEE oF Beneat, Baar, AND Orissa, 
a circumftance which, for brilliancy and effeé, is unexampled, and 
which can never be forgotten in the annals of our hiflory, or fail to 
demand the gratitude and applanfe of Great Britain, 


Firmaund from the King Suan Aawom, granting the Dewannee of 
Bengal, Bahar, avd Orifla, zo the Company, 


“ At this happy time our royal Firmaund, indifpenfibly requiring 
obedience, is iffted; that whereas, in confideration of the attach 
ment and fervices of the high and mighty, the nobleft of cxalted 
nobles, the chief of illuflrious warriors, our faithful fervants, and 
fincere well-withers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englith Com- 
pany, we have granted them the Dewannec of the provinces of Ben- 
~ gal, Bahar, and Ori@fa, from the beginning of the Fuail Rubby of 
the Bengal yoar 1172, a8 a’free gift and Ultumgau, without’ the affo- 


* 17650 
P Clation. 
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ciation of any other perfon, and with an exemption from the payment 
of the cuftomns of the Dewannce, which ufed to be paid by the court, 
It is requifite, that the faid Company engage to be fecurity for the 
fun of twenty-fix lacks of rupees (or £325,000) a year, for our royal 
Revenue, which fim has been appointed from the Nabob Nuadjum-ul- 
Dowla Behander, and regularly remit the fame to the royal Sircar; and 
in this cafe, as the fid Company are obliged to keep up a large army, | 
for the proteélion of the provinces of Bengal, &c. we have granted 
to them whatfoever may remain out of the revenues of the faid pro- 
vinces, after remitting the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the 
royal Sircars and providing for the expences of the Nizamut, It is 
requifite that our royal defecndants> the Viziers, the beflowers of dig- 
nity: the Omrahs, high in rank; the great officers, the Muttafed. 
dees of the Dewannec, the managers of the bufinefs of the Sultanut, 
the Jaghiredars and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, being 
their conftant endeavours for the eftablifhment of this our royal com- 
mand, leave the faid ofliee in poffeflion of the faid Compuny, from 
generation to generation, for ever and ever: Looking upon them to 
be infured from difimiflion or removal, they mufl on no account what- 
foever give them any interruption, and they muft regard them as ex- 
cufed and exempted from the payment of all the cuftoms of the De~ 
wannee, and royal demands: Knowing our orders on the fubject to 
be moft ftriét and pofitive, let them not deviate therefrom. 
« Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of 
the Jaloos, the rath of Auguft, 1765." 


Contents of the Zimmun. 


« Agreeably to the paper, which has received our Sign Manual, 
our royal commands are iffued, that, in confideration of the attach 
ment and fervices of the high and mighty, the nobleft of exalted no- 

bles, 
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bles, the chicf of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants, and fin» 
ccre well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englith Com- 
pany, we have granted them the Dewannee of the provinces of Ben= 
gal, Bahar, and Onifla, from the beginning of the Fuffal Rubby of 
the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift and Ultumgau, without the affo- 
ciation of any other perfon, and with an exemption from the cuftoms 
of the Dewannee, which ufed to be paid to the court, on condition 
of their being fecurity for the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, 
for our royal Revenue; which fum has been appointed from the 
Nabob Nudjum-ul-Dowla Behauder ; and after remitting the royal 
Revenue, and providing for the expences of the Nizamut, whatto~ 
ever may remain we have granted to the faid Company. 

“ The Dewannee of the Province of Bengal, 

“ The Dewannee of the Province of Babar. 

“ The Dewannee of the Province of Orifia.” 


Befides the above general Firmaund and Zummin, there was a pare 
ticular one for each of the provinces, and alfo a Firmaund and Zim. 
mun for the departments of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, 
with the twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta; conceflions made 
to the Eat India Company in the time of the Nabobs Jaftier. 
Ally Khan and Meer Coflim, but not before confirmed by the 
Mogul. 


In confequence of thefe arrangements, the following articles of 
agreemcnt between the King Shah Aalum and the Company were 
entered into: : 


“The Nabob Nudjum-ul-Dowla agrees to pay his Majefly, out of 
the revenucs of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, the fam of twenty-fix lacks 
of rupees (or £.925,000) a year, withoutany deduction tor Batta, on bills 
of exchange, by regularly monthly payments, amounting to rupees, 

4 216666,10.9 
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216666.10.9 (or {7.27,083) per month; the firfl payment to commence 
from the firft of September, of the prefedt year 5 and the Fnglifh Com~ 
pany, in confideration of his Majefly’s having been gracioufly pleafed 
to grant them the Dewannce of Bengal, &c, do engage themfelves to 
be fecurity for the regular payment of the fame: It fhall be paid month 
by month from the fiory at Patna to’Rajah Shitabroy, or whomfo» 
ever his Majefly may think propcr to nominate, that it may be for- 
warded by him to the court: But in cafe the territorics of the aforce 
faid Nabob fhould be invaded by any foreign enemy, a deduction is 
then to be made out of the Ripulated revenues, proportionable to the 
damage that may be fuftained, 


Tn confideration of Nudjuf Khan’s having joined the Englith forces, 
aud acted in his Majefty's fervice in the late war; his Majehy will be 
gracioufly pleafed to allow him the fum of two lacks of rupees a year, 
to be paid by equal monthly payments, the firft payment to com- 
mence from the firft of September of the prefent year; and in default 
thereof, the Englifh Company, who are guarantees for the fame, 
will make it good out of the revenues allotted to his Majefty, from 
the territories of Bengal: If the territories of Bengal thould at any 
time be invaded, and on that account a deduction be made ont of the 
royal revenue; in fuch a cafea proportionable dedudion thal alfo 
be made out of Nudjuf Khan’s allowance. 
“ Dated the 19th of Auguft, 1765. 
“Tort William, Sept. 30, 1764,” 


As the new agreement with the Mogul in a great meafire fupers 
feded the authority of the Nabob of Bengal, it became neceflary to 
have a clear underftanding with him, and to fitisfy his claims in re« 
gard to the provinces now in the adlual pofleflion of the Company. 
We accordingly find an agreement between the Nabob Nudjum-ul- 
Dowla and the Company to the following purport: 

3 « The 
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“ The King, having been gracioufly pleafed to grant to the Eng-' 
lifh Company the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, with 
the revenues thereof, asa free gift, for ever, on certain conditions, 
whereof one is, that there fhall be a fuflicient allowance out of the 
faid revenues for fupporting the expences of the Nizamut: Be it 
Known to all whom it may concern, that I do agrce to accept of the 
annual fum of ficca rupees 5386131.9, (or £.673,266) as an adc- 
quate allowance for the fupport of the Nizamut, which is to be 
regularly paid as follows, viz. the fum of rupees 1778854.1, (or 
£222,331) for all my houfehold expences, fervants, &c. and the 
remaining fum of rupecs 3607277.8, (or £480,909) for the main- 
tenance of fuch horfe, Scpoys, Peons, Bercundaftes, dc. as may be 
thought neceflary for my Sewaury, and the fupport of my dignity only, 
fhould fuch an expence hereafter be found neceflary to be kept up, but 
on no account ever to exceed that amount: And having a perfect re~ 
liance on Macen-ul-Dowla, I defire he may have the difburfing of the’ 
above fum of rupees 3607277.8, for the purpofes before~mentioned. 
This agreement (by the blefling of God) I hope will be inviolably ob- 
ferved, as longas the Englifh Company’s fa@tories continue in Bengal, 

“Fort William, Sept. 30, 1765.” 


We have already mentioned that Lord Clive was the principal means 
of fo large an acceffion of revenue flowing into the treafury of the 
Company, and that too fupported by the moft legal and valid inftru- 
ments procurable in Hindooftan, viz. 2he authority and fonction of the 
Mogul. Neither were the feryices of Lord Clive neglected by that 
enfeebled and dependent Monarch. His Lordfhip was graced with 
the Oriental rank of Munfub, a dignity ofa military defcription, con- 
ferring the command of 6,000 infantry and 5,000 cavalry under the 
Empire or Hrnpoosran, The titles conferred were confonant to 
the fonorous and high founding language of the Perfians, which at 


Dhely was ‘the language of the court, Nor were thefe titles all the 
f reward 
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due to the merit of Lord Clive; a Jaghire of £27,000 erable was 
afligned to him to fupport his new dignity, the perpetuity whereof 
was confirmed to the Company, 


~ About this time *, the Nahob of Bengal, Nudjum-ul-Dowla, died, 
and was fuccceded in the Mufnud by his brother, Syef-ul-Dowla, 
On his fucceffion, the Governor and Council of Calcutta engaged to 
fecure to him the Soubahdarry of the provinces of Bengal; Bahar, 
and Oriffa, and to fupport him therein, with the Company’s forces, 
againft all his enemies. 


. The Nabob, on his part, agreed to abide by, and‘confirm the treaty 
which his father and brother had formerly concluded with the Com- 
pany, upon their firft acceflion to the Nizamut, engaging to regard 
the honour and reputation of the Company, and of the Governor and 
Council, as his own, , 


. © That the King having been gracioufly pleafed to grant unto the 
Englith Baft. India Company, the Dewanneefhip of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifla, asa free gift for evers and having an entire confidence in 
them, and in their fervants, fettled in Bengal, that nothing whatever _ 
might be propofed, or carried into execution by them, derogating 
from his honour, dignity, and intereft, and the good of the country, 
the Nabob agreed, for the better conduding the affairs of the Soubah- 
darry, and promoting his honour and intereft, and that of the Com. 
pany, in.the beft manner, that the protecting the provinces of Ben~ 
gal, Babar, and Oriffa, and the force fuilicient for that pur ‘pofe fhould. 
be entirely left to their difcretion and good management, in confider~. 
ation.of their paying the King Shah Aalum, by monthly payments, 
as by. treaty agrecd on, the fum of rupees, 21666610.9 (or £127,083) 

and to himiclf, Syef-ul-Dowla, the annual ftipend of rupecs 4.1861 31.9 


* 1966. 
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(or £. 23284)3 viz. the fum of rupees r778854.1, (or £.222,331) 
for houfe, fervants, and other expences indifpenfably neceffary ; aiid 
the remaining {um of 2407277,8, (or £.300,909) forthe fupport of 
fuch Sepoys, Peons, and Bercundafies, as might be thought proper for 
his Affwarry only ; but on no account ever to exceed that amount. pee 


** The Nabob Minauh Dowla, who was, at the inftance of the Go-- 
vernor and Gentlemen of the Council, appointed Naib of the pro« 
vinces, and invefted with the management of affairs, in conjuriétion 
with Mah Rajah Doolubram, and Juggat Seat, fhould continue ia 
the fame poft, and with the fame authority ; and having a perfect 
confidence in him, he moreover agreed to let -him have the difburt.' 
ing of the above fum of 2407277.8, for the Parpeiss apOvenaN 
tioned,” 

Dated the igth of May, 1766. 


It appears that the government of Bengal had become jealous of 
the Nabob Vizier, and perhaps too alarmed at the increafing ftate of 
his army; for, on the agth day of November, the following treaty 
or agreement between the Company and the Vizier Shujah-ul. Dowla 
was concluded at Benares, 


ff Whereas unbecoming rumours have been propagated abroad, which 
tend to the interruption of the firm friendfhip, union, and confidence, 
formerly eftablithed between his Highnefs, the Nabob Shujah-ul- 
Dowla, Vizier of the E Empire, on the one part ; and-the Right Ho- 
nourable Robert, Lord Clive, and General John Carnac, in behalf 
of the deceafed Nabob Nudjum-ul-Dowla, late Soubahdar of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Qriffa, and the Englifh Company, on the other part; 
Harry Verelft, Efq, Prefident and Governor of Fort William, and 
the Council thereof, with a view to the removal of all caufes of jea~ 
loufy and difagreement, and the confirmation of a good difpofition on 
both fides, have deputed John Cartier, Colonel Richard Smith, and 
fa » Claud 
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Ruflel, three Members of the Council, from Calcutta, perfonally ta. 
confer with his Highnefs; and whereas the aforefaid John Cartier, 
Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Rufel, after efledting an intere 
view with his Lighnefs, have reafon to be fatisfied with his tteady 
attachment to the Englifh; they therefore, in behalf of his Excel 
lency, the Nabob Syef-ul~Dowla, Soubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, and the Englifh Company, renew and confirm the former 
treaty, letter by Ietter, and arti¢le by article ; and his Highnels, the 
Nabob Shujah-ul-Dowla, doth likewife renew and confirm the fid 
treaty; and moreover, out of a pure defire effectually to eradicate all 
doubts and jealoufies, to eftablith the prefent harmony on the moft 
durable bafis, and to confirm the former treaty, doth confent and 
agree, that the following words fhall be inferted as an explanatory 
claufe in the faid treaty: It is, by the advice and confent of the Pra 
fident and Council, agreed, that his Highnefs fhall not entertain a 
number of forces, excecding 35,000 men, whether Sepoys, Cavalry, 
Peons, Artillery Men, Rocket Men, or troops of any denomination 
whatever; of this number 10,000 are to be cavalry, ten battalions of 
Sepoys, including Soubahdars, Jomidars, LTavildays, and all ranks 
of officers, not.to exceed ro,ogo men: ‘The .Nujib regiment, con~ 
fifting of ¢,000 men, with matchlocks, to remain always in its pres 
fent eftablifhment, soo men for the artillery, and chat number never 
to be exceeded; the remaining 9,500 men are to be irregulars, neither 
to he clothed, armed, or difciplined, after the manner of the Englith 
Sepoys, or Nujib regiment; and his Ilighnefs alfo. engages to arm 
none of his forces, befides the 10,000 men mentioned in this treaty, 
after the Englith manner, nor to train them in the difcipline of the 
Englith troops; in confideration thereof, the faid John Cartiery Co- 
lonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruftcl, engage, in, behalf of his 
Excellency, the Nabob Syef-ul-Dowla, and the Englith Company, 
that whilit his Highnefs, Shuyjah-ul-Dowla, and his fucceflors, fall 
abide by the articles of this treaty, neither the prefent Council. of 

Fort 
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Fort William, not any future Council, thall hereafter introduce any 

new matter relative hereto, befides what has been formerly agreed to, 

and is now concluded upon ; and both parties thall confider this agree~ 

ment as firm and binding: His Highnefs aforcfaid Mall fwear upon 

the Koran, John'Cartier, Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruffel, 

upon the Gofpel, never to infringe the minuteft part or meaning 

hereof, and to maintain’ it themfelves, and to tranfmit it inviolable to’ 
their pofterity.” 


To thefe conditions, the Vizier confented in the following terms; 
sey promife to difband all the troops which I now entertain, exceed- 
ing the number of 35,000 horfe and foot, and to comply with all the 
articles ftipulated in the treaty, within the fpace of three months.” 


The beginning of this year*, the Nabob Syef-ul-Dowla dicd at 
Moorfhedabad, and was fucceeded by his brother, Mebarek-ul- 
Dowla, third fon of the old Nabob Jaflier Ally Khan, The requi- 
fite forms of a treaty were entered into between the Company and 
Mebarek-ul-Dowla, by whieh he ratified and confirmed all former . 
treaties and grants in the fame manner as his father and brothers had 
done before him, The eftablifhments allowed his predeceffor were 
confirmed to him, and he entered on the Mufnud with the complete 
approbation of the Englifh Eaft India Company. 

Let us here paufe, and contemplate the fituation of the Company’s - 
government in Bengal.—By grants from the Mogul, as has already 
been thewn, it was at this period in the full poffeffion and undifturbed 
enjoyment of the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, together 
with the diftri&s of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong. The 
Nabob of Beigal was entirely under its authority. The Nabob- 


* 1770 + March 21, 14700 
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of Oude, with a yearly revenue of three millions anda half, fab. 
mitling to the ignominious terms impofed by the Fnglith; and 
the Mocuy uimsrir a penfioned dependent. To fuch a pitch had 
the fervants of the Company eftablifhed the luftre and power of that 
commercial body. 


The Mogul, who had Allahabad allotted him for his Imperial refi. 
dence, perhaps from difguft at his degraded fituation, left the pro- 
tection of the Englifh *, and went to Dheli, of which the Mharattas 
had pofleffed themfelves. By this ftep the Mogul forfeited the ftipu- 
lated penfion ,which now ccafed to be paid +>. 


The approach of the victorious Mharattas towards the province of 
Oude filled Shujah-ul-Dowla with apprehenfions for the fafety of the 
country. Circumfcribed in the number of his troops '{; he eagerly 
fought the afliftance of the Inglih, whofe intereft it was to defend 
his dominions, as the barrier of their own territory. A brigade of 
the Company’s forces obliged the Mharattas to retire towards Dheli, 
where the unfortunate Mogul, in his own capital, was little better 
than a prifongr of late, 


Thedeath of Shujah-ul-Dowla, and the acceffion of his fon, Aufaph~ 
ul-Dowla, placed the Nabob of Oude ina fituation nearly fimilar to the 
Nabob of Bengal. His revenues are appropriated to the payment of’ 
a Britith force for the prote@ion of the province; and he regards at 
the prefent moment the lnglith as the certain guarantee for his con~ 
tinuance in the exalted, though circumferibed circle in which he is 
allowed to move. 


Since this period, the ambition of conqueft on the fide of Bengal 
has becn lulled to reft; and we are hopeful that the wife and lenient 


* March, 3771, 4 February, 17725 | Vide page 44, Appendix. 
: menlures 
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meafures difeCted by the Britifh Parliament, particularly the intro~ 
duétion of the High Court of Judicature, aided by the able admini- 
ftration of Mr. Haftings and his fucceffors, has not only confiderably 
leficned the miferies of the inhabitants. of thefe fertile provinces, but 
even meliorated their condition, and affuaged the recolleCtion of the 
fudden and unexpected tranfition of fovereignty from the native 
princes of the country to a diftant people. 


BOMBAY. 


We have already taken notice of Bombay, as being « fmall ifland 
on the coaft of Malabar, or, more properly fpeaking, “ the Coaft of 
** Conkan," which was ceded by Charles the Second to the Eaft 
India Company. Its value, in point of territory, was trifling ; its 
dimenfions {carcely exceeded twenty miles in circumference: betides 
cocoa nuts, anda little rice, it is only remarkable for its horticultural 
productions. ‘The bay and harbour is noble and {pacious, It is not 
to be equalled in all India for its docks for fhipping, for its marinc- 
yard, and excellent artificers, as well as for the materials for req 
pairing and building of fhips, brought from Europe, and different 
pee of that extenfive continent, © = © 


Bombay, from thefe confiderations, becomes of great importance 
and utility to the Britith interefts in India, Befides the advantages 
which have been already enumerated, Bombay may be confidered,— 


- xft, As the centre of our trade from the more northern parts of 
India, the Mharatta country, the Gulph of Perfia, and the Red Sea, 


adly, Asa valuable dock-yard for our fhips of war, Indiamen, and. 


country trade, 
3 adly, As 
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adly, As a commodious and convenient harbour for refrefhments 
and water for the ufe of the thips that protect our trade in the Indian 
Seas, and a healthy eflablifhment for the fick and convalefcent. 


athly, Asa garrifon of great refpectability and ftrength on the weft. 
ern fide of India, and as a rallying point in cafes of emergency, where 
pofleffion is at beft precarious and uncertain, 


The ifland of Bombay, for many years after it came into the pof. 
feffion of the Englifh Eaft India Company, was reckoned extremely 
unhealthy; but, notwithftanding this circumflance, fo unfavourable 
to the firtt fettlers, its fituation, centrical for commerce, and eli-~ 
gible in the other refpects which we have already enumerated, was 
for a length of time cfleemed the chief Britifh fettlement in the Eaft. 
That Bombay was entitled to this diftindtion is very obvious, ‘I'he 
ifland was held by the Company in fee fimple under the crown of 
Britain, by which means the Company became the abfolute pro- 
ptietors of the foil, and this pofleffion was regarded by them as an 
unalicnable freehold, derived from a fource fair and unequivocal, 
From thefe confiderations, as well as from the tenure itfelf, the Go- 
vernors appointed by the Company were, generally {peaking, men of 
confideration, Their title was that of General; while that of Licu~ 
tenant-General was beflowed on the Governor of Madras, at this pe: 
riod, fubject to the orders of the ‘Council of Bombay. Thefe cir~ 
cumftances, without remarking too far, plainly thew the great defire 
the Company poffefled from the beginning of their eftablifhments 
in the Eaftein hemifphere, of rearing a regular military government 
in thofe parts; a defire founded on the advantages which Eaftern 
eflablifiments alone could give. 


Bonibay, for a very confiderable period, was too circum{cribed to 
admit of any material warlike achievements: it could only be noticed 


by 
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\ 
by its interference and partial bickerings with the piratical chiefs, 
with whom the coaft of Malabar and the northern provinces on 
that fide of India particularly abound, Its naval force made it always 
refpectable; and we find it on all occafions of confiderable confe- 
quence in the defultory procecdings of thefe depredators, in which 
they were fometimes principals, but more frequently the umpire and 
judge. Bombay, in this refpedl, may, with great jufice, be com~ 
pared to the ancient tepublic of AMaxri, where all the commercial 
nations which furrounded the Mediterranean Sea, and even the Im~ 
perial city of Conftantinople itfelf, reforted for equitable and com- 
petent decifions in maritime difputes. 


We can difcover but little inclination, or indced ability, to form 
any thing like a continental poffeffion on this fide of India till the 
year 1756. At this period, highly interefting to Bombay, Admiral 
Watfon, who commanded his Majefty’s {quadron in India, reduced 
the pirate AnGria, and difpotiefied him of his Rronghold on the 
coafl of MALABAR. ‘The Mharattas were pleafed to get rid of an 
unruly dependent, who, in fa, had thrown off his allegiance, and 
who, from the flrength of his fort, and his naval pre-cminence, had 
become extremely obnoxious to that government, 

The country immediately in the vicinity of Gheriah, the port of 
Angria, is very unfruitful. In confequence of this circumflance, it 
was by no means a defirable acquifition for the fall ifland of Bom~- 
bay, which had been frequently much ftraitened for provifions, and 
‘was at all times dependent on the Mharattas for a fupply, and liable 
to the greatehl diflrefs by their refufal. 


The neecflity, therefore, of a (rtile dikria& in the neighbourhood 
of Bombay, where in particular, cattle was procurable, became to 
Government a material object, A finall fort, about 7a miles to the 
fduthward of Bombay, and which cominanded a large navigable river, 

g prefented 
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prefented itfelf as the moft eligible fituation that could be tecelved in 
exchange for the fort of Angria, A negociation, which had been 
previoully concerted with the Mharatta government, was now con« 
cluded, and which rendered Bombay move independent of the native 
powers, and enabled the ifland to draw fupplies from its own fources, 
Mr. Byfield and Mr, Spencer, two civil fervants of long Qanding on 
the Bombay efablifhment, were empowered to ratify and confirm a 
treaty between. the Eaft India Company and the Mbaratta govern» 
ment at Poona *, to the following purport : 


‘¢'That the Mharatta Government will never permit the Dutch to 
fettle, or come into their dominions; but, on the contrary, iffue 
exprefs orders to prevent their carrying on any trade therein, 


‘© As an article, regarding Mahim river, was included in the 
treaty, made in the time of the deceafed Badjerow, and it having been 
reprefented that the Bundorah Coolics have of late begun to fet up 
new fifhing ftakes, which they ought not to have done in that river,. 
the Mharatia Government do hereby oblige themfelves not to permit 
thercof in future. 


: 


“ As Bancoote and Hemigur have been delivered to the Honour~ 
able Company, the Mharattas give them the following villages, to- 
- wards defraying the expences thereof, and which are to remain the 
faid Honourable Company’s property for ever, and of which they are 
to be put in poffeffion without further delay, viz. 

Volas Bag, Manly, Vefwee, Chepolee, Coodook, Pundarree, Panam, 
Dafgom, and Comela. 


“It having been’ a cuftom, during the governments of Angria, 
and the Mharattas at Bancoote, that the Sciddees received a chout, 


* Odober 12, 1756 
or 
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of quarter part of the cuftoms, the Mharattas engage to fatisfy the 
Sciddce in this particular, and that the Honourable Company do not 
mect with any cmbarraflment concerning it, nor concerning the royalty 
of the river of Bancoote, which is hereby given and made over to 
them for ever: in cafe the Sciddee fhould difpute complying with 
the foregoing, the Englith declare it fhall not retard the compliance 
with what may be mentioned in thefe articles, concerning the de« 
livery of Gheriah. 


“Cuftoms are to be levied, by the Mharattas, on goods which 
pats up the river of Bancoote, only at Gorgom and Marr, and not 
any let or impediment in any of the intervening places, in the {aid 
rlver of Bancoote, 


«* As Dafgom is a pals for the Verjarrahs, or country merchants, 
the Mharattas engage that fuch goods as are carried’ that way to 
Marr, either by the river or by land, fhall not pay any dutics there, 
but only the ufval Nickolla. 4 


* All fuch fubjeéts and inhabitants of Bancoote, Hematgur, and 
its dependencies, as, on account of the difpute with Angria, retired 
to the Mharatta territories, thall, if thay are content fo to do, be al- 
lowed to return to the Englith, without any impediment from the 
Mbharatta Governments and others, that in future may leave the 
Englith, are to be permitted to return again, if agreeable to them, 
in the manner above-mentioned: And fuch fubjedts as hall leave the 
Mharatta Government, and retire to Bancoote, fhall have liberty to 
return to the Mharattas again, on their agreeing with them, and in 
fuch cafe the Englith will not impede them. 


“ The Mharattas may export, from the-river of Bencoote annually, 


for the ufe of their fouthern forts, &c. grain of all kinds, to the 
g4 value 
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value of forty thoufind (40,000) rupees, and it fhall Le fice from 
cufloms at Bancoote; they fhall alfo have liberty to export, euf- 
tom free, fach falt, rafters, finall timbers, &c, as they may want 
for the ule of their Sircar or Government: And in contideration 
thercof, the [onourable Company’s goods, to the amount of one 
hundred and fifty thoufand (150,000) rupees, fhall annually, in like 
manner, be free from all cufloms, as far as Poonah, upon Dateaas, 
or certificates, being produced on both fides, 


No additional inland duties whatever to be levied on the Englith 
goods, by the Mharatta Government, but only the Rhaderage cuf- 


tonis, 


The Dutch goods will not be permitted to be landed at Rajahpore, 
nor their trade fuffered to be carried on there, concerning which tho 
Mharattas will give proper oiders; And the people, under the Mha+ 
ratta Government, are not to trade at Rajahpore, but if difputes arife 
with the Sciddee, this is to be no obflacle to the delivery of Gheriah, 
as will be mentioned in a fubf{equent article, ; 


« The Bramins, inhabitants at Hurry Hurrafecar, and others that 
will pafs to and from thence on pilgrimage, are to he free from pay~ 
ing cufloms, in regard to the necellarics that they may have for their 
own ufe, or to perform their ceremonies ; but this docs not extend 


to merchandize. 


“The Mahar Government to carry grain of all kinds, timber, 
wood, &c. according to the cuflom formerly obferved; but as to the 
power of the river, it is to be carried on agreeable to the articles of 
this Treaty, 


« The 
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The Fart of Efwant Gur is to be entirely demolithed, and the 
Englith on their parts are not to make any forts, or fortifications, ° 
within the nine villages, nor by the river: In like manner, the 
Mharatta Government are not to make any by the river of Bancoote, 
or in the villages belonging to them, This article, however, is not 
to exempt the Englith from building {uch houfes and warehoufes as 
they think proper, in the villages belonging to them. 


“ Asall the royalty of Bancoote and Hematgur is with the Englith, 
they are to take care, as much as in their power lies, to prevent the 
enemy prejudicing the Mharattas through that river. 


“ Gheriah Fort to be delivered within twenty-four days after the 
departure of the Englith gentlemen from Poonuh, together with fuch 
guns, balls, ftores, &c. cither of the fort or flect, that the captors 
left for the fervice of the gartifon or otherwife, or did not themfelves 
fell; but the ftores, ammunition, &c. that properly belong to the 
Honourable Company, they are to carry away with them. The 
oflicers of Tioolajee are to go where they pleafe, and if his family 
(wife and children) fhould be defirous of returning to him, the Eng- 
lith will not impede it, but grant them free liberty fo to do: And 
the Mharatta Government engages, that Toolajee Angria thall have 
no place given him, nor any power below the Gaut;: Ballajec, Bad- 
jerow, Pundit, Purdhaun, is to fend an officer of credit with the 
Englith gentlemen, who is to proceed with one of the Council from 
Bombay to Gheriah, which perfon, belonging to the Mbaratta Go- 
vernment, js to have in his pofleflion the proper Sunnuds and orders, 
regarding the delivery of Bancoote, and its villages; and when the 
Mharatta people and colours are got into Gheriah, and the Englith 
ready to go out, he is to deliver directly the faid Sunnuds and orders, 
for Fort Vidoria (or Bancoote) and its feveral villages, to the Englifh 

Coun- 
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Counfellor, and then return with that gentleman to Bancoote diredlly, 
to {ec Nannah’s orders are effetually executed, in regard to the villages, 


“ Thefe Articles being concluded and agreed upon by both Parties, 
they are to act conformable thereto, in confequence of which all dit. 
putes are to fubfide, and no claims are to be made by the Mharatta 
Government on the Honourable Company, 


“ All Treaties hitherto made, between the Mharatta Government 
and the Englith, are to be obferved and maintained inviolable by 
both parties, agreeable to the tenour of them,” 


From this time forward Bombay began to extend its connection on 
all fides, but it was more in the way of commercial arrangement, 
than territorial aggrandizement, 


The war with France, which was rekindled in Europe in 1756, 
gave ferious caufe for alarin to ‘the government of Bombay, not on 
_ account of any apprehenfions ‘they entertained for the falety of the 

ifland, which by this time was regularly and flrongly fortified, but 
for their factories on the coaft of Malabar, and particularly that of 
Tillicherry, the principal feat of commerce belonging to the Coma 
pany in that quarter. 


Tillicherry was itfelf incapable of defence again an European 
force, and’ its lofs would have deprived the Eaft India Company 
of a very valuable branch of trade in pepper, cardamums, and fandal 
wood, 


« 
The French, repulfed in the Carnatic in the preceding wars, where 
the power and influence of the Englith were proportionally ftrength- 


ched, they had probably but little hopes of fuccef in that part s 
1 confe. 
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confequently an attack on the weakett and moft vulnerable poffeffions * 
of the Company, became the moft,probablé. The government of 
Bombay, viewing in this light the fituation of public affairs, formed 
an alliance offenfive and defenfive with the Prince of Cherrika, It 
was ftipulated *, « That if the I'vench, or any other power, fhould 
come againft the Englifh Company, in any part of the dominions of 
the King of Colaftria, which extends from Canharottu north to the 
river of Cotta fouth, the Prince of Cherrika is to affift the Com- 
pany with all his people and arms, and to ufe his influence to get 
fuccours likewife from the other powers. 

“ Immediately on the appearance of a French fleet, the Prince of 
Cherrika thould fend fifteen hundred mufqueteers, to the affiftance of 
the Company, with fuch others after them as he could procure: And 
in cafe a large Englith force came to Tellicherry, and the Chief of Tel- 
licherry requefted the Prince of Cherrika to afford his affiftance to 
expel the French, who were already fettled, from the country, he 
was readily to give it to the beft of his ability, on its being previoufly 
fettled what part of the gain he (the Prince) is to have, fhould the 
Englith prove fuccefsful. 


“ Ifthe French or any other power, came againft the Prince of 
Cherrika, the Englith Company were to affift him with armed people, 
balls, powder, and loans of money.” 


Fortunately, there was no caufe for apprehenfion ; for the French,, 
fully occupied in the Carnatic, had not a fuflicient force to enable 
them to make any attempt on the Coalt of Malabar, 


Commercial policy was at this period-+ better fuited to the 
fituation and refources of Bombay, than martial purfuits ; and we 


* 1756, t 1758 
accords 
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accordingly find very great attention paid by that government to 
commercial treaties with the nagive powers. 


This year the Rajah of Bringah gave the Company leave to build 
warchoufes without any fecs or ground rents,’ to maintain Sepoys, 
and to mount finall cannon on the walls for the protcétion of the 
Company’s property. In the like manner commercial treatics were 
entered into between the government of Bombay and Golam Shaw 
Abafie Prince of Scindy, by which the Company were permitted to 
enjoy factories at Tattah or Aurunga Bunder, together with certain 
privileges in repard to trade *, 


The once famous city of Surat, which lies to the northward of 
Bombay, ina rich and plentiful country, was at this period the great 
mart of Afiatic commerce. It had long been the rival and envy of 
Bombay. Frequent intercourfe between the two places, anda know 
ledge of the inhabitants, acquired by the gentlemen of the Englith 
factory long eflablifhed in the city of Surat, led to a propofition very 
gratifying to the ambition of the Company’s fervants. 


The trade of Surat was fuppoled to be proteéted by a Acct, nomi- 
nally the Moguis. The admiral of this fleet, originally appointed 
by Aurungzebe, befides the cufloms received on all merchandize, 
had a falary allotted him out of the revenues of Surat, for defraying 
the expences of the marine cfablifhment. 


In the reign of Mahomed Shaw, the office of Admiral of the flect 
was placed in the hands of Sciddce Jacoob Khan, an enterprizing 
and expert feaman, who was Kellcdaur of a fmall fort, named Dunda 


" Rajabpore, on the Coaft of Malabar. This place was a little inde~ 


* aad September, 1798, and tith and 18th December, 1759 
pendent 
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pendent piratical ftate, But fach was the imbecility of the Magul 
‘Empire, that the high office of Admiral of his Flcet was filled by a 
public depredator, with an allowance annexed, of two lacks of rupecs 
(£25,000) per annum. 


The Sciddes, whofe difpofition was naturally overbearing, affumed 
to himfelfa confiderable degree of power over the caftle and city of 
Surat. The Nabob and principal inhabitants looked to the Company 
for proteQion againft the arbitrary conduct of the Sciddee, ‘The re~ 
fult of which is detailed in a reprefentation made to the Mogul, by 
~ Mr. Spencer, in behalf of the Haft India Company, wherein it was 
flated, “ That, by virtue of Royal Firmaunds from his Majetty’s 
predecefiors, the Englith hitherto enjoyed favour at Surat, and car- 
ried on their bufinefs in a reputable manner, till in thefe days'that the 
Sciddee, ufurping an undue authority in the town, ufed it to the 
ruin of the City in general, the lives and propertics of his Majefty’s 
{ubjects being made light of by them, and they even proceeded fo far 
ag to take away the lives of our people, in dire& breach of his 
Majeity’s Firmaund; and in fhort, inflead of being the protectors of 
the place, became the oppreffors of it, to fuch a degree, that the jut 
orders of the Mogul were no ways regarded in this City; and things 
were come to this pats, that though, in confideration of the Tanka, 
the Sciddee was to protect the bar, yet fo far was he from doing fo, 
that, for many months paft, a large fleet of Sancrajee Punt’s, Balla- 
jec Row's Naib, had entirely fhut up the bar, as did a large 
force by land, to the infinite detriment of the place and inhabitants — 
in general, without the Sciddee’s interfering therein; and there wag 
the greatet rcafon to believe, that unlefs fome {peedy and vigorous 
meafures had foon been purfued, his Majefly’s famous City of Surat, 
the only port of good Muffulmen, to the tomb of your Prophet, 
would have been brought to fhame: In fuch circumftances, the eyes 
of the whole town were caft on the Company, as the only peifons of 

h force 
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force fuflicient to fave the City from the calamities that it ‘then felt, 


and was fill threatened with ; and in confequence of their folicitations - 


to Mr. Spencer, though the Company's bufinefs in thofe parts of the 
world was only trade and merchandize, and that they were not de- 


firous of taking, or governing citics.or countries, yet as all the inha~ ' 


bitants of this place, vere earneftly defirous of it, and he faw it was 
. for the good of the place he wrote to the General of Bombay on-the 
fabjedt, in-fuch manner, that, at an immenfé expence, he fent hither, 
on our King’s (hips, a great force of good and experienced men, with 
a large quantity of artillery and other warlike flores of all forts, with 
which Mr. Spencer had the happinefs to procure fafety to the City, 
‘and eafe to the inhabitants, and procured an entire currency to his 
Majefly’s orders, in ‘the place.” 


“The neces further tated, * That his Majefly’a authority, 
would by means of the Englifh be preferved inthe place, as it ufed 
“to be; and that his Majefty might confider the Englith as defirous of 
receiving his orders, fuch being the intention of the Governor of 
Bombay, whofe whole power fhould be ufed to maintain the caftle 
’ which the Englith had poffeffed themfelves of, for his Majefty ; and 
to preferve the bar and fea open, againft all oppofers, on his behalf. 
neither fhould the Tanka, granted for this’ pur pofe, be given to 
others, as had hitherto been the cafe; and fince they having done 
this, the enemics that furrounded the place, both by fea and land,. to 
ts great prejudice, had been removed,” 


The reprefentation concluded by an affurance on the part of the 
Company, “ That they thould be always ready for the fafety of the 
Caftle and City, with its inhabitants, and therefore hope for his 

_ Majefty's favour, in behalf of the Honourable Englifh Company, for, 
whofe good fervices on this occafion, Mr. Spencer referred his-Ma- 
jefty to the reprefentation of the inhabitants of the place.” 

Bases aa In 
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In confeduence of thee well-timed exeations, the Mogul granted 
to the Company the office of Killedaur of the Caftle and Bunder of 
Surat, and alfo the office of Admiral of the Fleet, together with the 


Tanka, or allowance of x 125,000 per annum, to {apport the expences ‘ 
of the flect, befides the cuftomary duties, 


Notwithftanding thefe advantages, the Settlement of Bombay 
was {till in its infancy. It is however very eafily to be perceived, 
that no opportunities were loft to advance the commercial, profperity 
of that Prefidency, nor was there any neglect on the part of its’ 
government, to ftrengthen its fituation by alliances with native 
Princes of the country. 


The principal efforts made in this way.may be fhortly compre= 
hended under the feveral Treatics, Grants and Agreements, which,. 
with the exception of the Khan of Perfia, and the ufurper Hyder 
Ally, were moftly entered into with Piratical Chiefs of the Coaft of 
‘Conkan and the Rajahs of Malabar, who, previous to'the invafion of 
Hyder, were independent fovereigns over the weftern fhores of the 
peninfula from Cape Comorin to nearly the environs of Goa, 


Amongft others we find, Articles of Agreement with the King of 
Cotiote, a Malabar power, in 1759, refpecting commerce, and affift- 
ance againft his enemies, 


Firmaund from the Rajah of Sowndah, a province a little diftance . 
' to the fouthward of Goa, for ane purchafe of pepper for one year, 
granted in 1760, — . 


Grant from the King of Colaftria, on the Malabar Coaft, for the 
purchafe of peppers and other matters: Alfo, his Majefty’s obliga~ 
tion i for paying feveral outftanding debts ; both dated in 1760. 

ha A Privi- 
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A Privilege granted hy the King of Baddacalamcur, Regent of 
Colaflria, in 1760, for colle@ing cufloms in his country, 


Articles of Agreement with the Sciddee Hillol, Fouzdaur of 
Jaffarabad, in the Gulf of Cambay, in 1761, relative to trade, 


Articles of Agreement with Govind Seuram Punt Tatia, for ad- 
jutting differences, {ubfitting between the Government of Poonah and 
the Sciddee of Gingerah, otherwife Dunda Rajahpore, dated in 1761, 


Three Perwannahs from the Prince’of Scindy, on the River Indus, 
in 1761, regarding trade, 


Articles of Agreement with the King of Cartenad, a Malabar 
Prince, in 1761, as to purchafing pepper, and other matters. 


Atticles of Agreement with Shaik Saddoon, at Bufhire, in the 
Gulf of Perfia, dated in 1763, for eftablifhing a Factory there, 


Tirmaund from the Nabob Ilyder Ally Khan, of the Myfore, in 
1763, relating to the eflablifhment ofa factory at Onore, and regard. 
ing commerce, 


Royal Grant from Carem Khan, King of Perfia, with refpect to the 
trading at Bufhire, and other places in his dominions, dated in 1763. 


Articles of Agreement with the Bouncello, a Mharatta Chief, for 
ceding to him the Fort of Raree, taken from the Malwans, for 
eftablifhing a fa@ory within his dominions, with certain privileges of 
trade, and a Grant of revenucs thercin, dated in 1765. 


It is here neceflary to be obferved, that the Malwans pofteffed a 
confiderable number of armed veficls, Thefe were fitted out from 
Raree and other ports belonging to that people, for the purpofe of ~ 
committing depredations on cvery veflel of inferior force: their 

atrocitics 
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atrocitics alid difputes with the Bouncello, a Mharatta Chief in their 
vicinity, rendered it neceffary to abandon a fmall eftablifhment formed 
by the Government of Bombay at Vingorla, An expedition was fit- 
ted out from Bombay againfl the pirates of Malwans, which terminat- 
ed in the reduction of Rarce and other fea-ports on their coaft, The 
treaty now alluded to, was intended to induce the Bouncello to be« 
come friends to the Englifh; to guarantee to them the Fort of Sun- 
derdoo, named by them Fort Auguftus, together with the territory 
adjacent, By difmembering the power of the Malwans the Company 
thought to fecure a fair and open trade with the interior country, 
which acknowledged the Bouncello as their Sovereign. But it does 
not appear that their expectations were either well-founded, or that 
they cver were realized: for we find in the year following every 
thing that remained in the poffeftion of the Company was delivered up 
to the Rannie or Queen, for the fum ftipulated ina treaty entered into 
between the Company and her, dated the rath January, 1766, 


Agreement with the Prince Regent of Cherrika, for the Com- 
pany’s enjoying the rents and revenues of the province of Ran- 
doterrah: Alfo, Declaration made by the Chief of Tellicherry, on 
that occafion ; both dated 1765. 


Articles of Agreement with the Rannie, Queen of the Malwans, a 
piratical ftate to the fouthward of Goa, concluded at Fort Auguflus, 
in 1766, in regard to trade, and for the furrender of that Fert to her 


on payment of £.93,750., 


.Grant from the Nabob Ilyder Ally Khan, confirming former 
Grants from other Malabar Powers, dated in 1766. 


Treaty of Peace and I'riendfhip, between the Governor and Council 
“of Bombay and the Nabob IJyder Ally Khan, dated the 8th of 


Augult, 1770. 
The 
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‘Vhe increaflig powcr and military talents of Tlyder Ally, pres 
vented the Company from attempting any conqucfts in the neigh. 
bourhood of T'ellicherry, the principal Settlement to the fouthward 
of Bombay, on the Coaft of Malabar y and it was judged more expe~ 
dient to commence hoitilities nearer to the Prefidency, The fall of 
Broach, a confiderable city, with a finall but rich territory, fitaated 
on the River Nerbuddah, forty miles to the northward of Surat, 
conftituted the firfl military enterprize of any confequence under the 
Government of Bombay. But diflentions amongf the Mharatta 
Chiefs opened a door for interference on the part of the Company, 
of which the acquifition of the ifland of Salfette was the only fruit. 
Tannah, the principal fort, was attacked by the Bombay troops under 
the command of Biigadicr Genetal Gordon, and carried by aftaule, 
The ifland itfelf is only divided from that of Bombay by a narrow 
arm of the fea, and is extremely fertile, Bombay, on the contrary, 
rocky and barren, derived great advantages from the acquifition ; it 
was no longer dependent for provifions on the Mharatia Government; 
Bancoot, to the fouthward, afforded abundance of live cattle, whilit 
Salfette fupplicd all the other neceffaries of life in the greateft plenty, 


Itis unneceflary to our purpofe to enter into the various detail of 
the Mharatta wars ¥, fuflice it to fay, that the Englif efpouted the 
caufe of Ragonath Row, in oppofition to an infant fon of his nephew 
Narain Row. In this contefl Ragonath Row met with nothing but 
misfortune, and the Englifh little more than difappointment and dif. 
grace. ‘To appeafe the Mhazattas, and to detach them from the for- 
midable combination formed by the Nizam Ally Khan and [Iyder 
Ally again(t the Britifh power in India +. The Governor General, 
by the mediation of Mhadaja Scindia, concluded a treaty with the 
Government of Poonah, and yielded up to Scindia the fruitful prom 
vinces of Broach, as the reward of his interference. 


* Vide The Analyfis of India, by Mr, Sullivan. 1 1,80 
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The Eftablithment of Bombay was now evidently on the decline ; 
for by the treaty with Tippoo Sultaun in 1784, every thing taken by 
the arms of that Prefidency was reftored, and it was bereft of Broach, 
as we have already fhewn, . 


In the fuccceding war with Tippoo Sultaun, Bombay was more 
fortunate *:; on peace being concluded, a large extent of fea coatt 
was annexed to the Eflablifhment, yielding, in the time of the Nabob, 
a revenue upwards af £.30,000 per annum +. The fall of the power of 
Tippoo; of which we are living witnefies t, will add {till more to the 
profperity of Bombay, and cnable that Prefidency to enjoy an extent 
of fea coalt from Cape Ramas, in the neighbourhood of Goa, to the 
north, to Cape Comorin and the ifland of Ceylon towards the fouth : 
but we cannot help recommending equity and moderation in the {et- 
tlement, of the country, and due regard to the intercfls of the former 
Princes of the Myfore, a race, amongft many others, degraded and 
ruined by the ufurpation of Hyder Ally, 


The means by which dominion is acquired, are not the fame by 
which it can fecurely be maintaindd ; the vigour and promptitude 
neceffary in the onc, mufl be ameliorated and harmonized in the 
other, by a love of juftice, attention to the fair claims of individuals ; 
and in general by that fecurity and benevolence, which alone can 
demand the gratitude, or enfure the allegiance and affection of a con- 
quered people, neither dead to fevling, nor immerged in barbarifin, 


Before taking leave of this fhort enquiry into the rife and progrefs 
of the Eaft fndia Company in togard to their territorial poffeflions in 
India, we think it candid to obferve, that the Company, in the early 
ftages of their power, were entirely indebted to their civil and mijitary 

» fervants abroad, for the exalted pre-cminence which they now cn- 


“argh. b 179% 1 1799 
joy 


64 APPENDIX 


joy as delegated Sovereigns of Britifh Hindooftan, Aad we fhall 
conclude this part of the work by bringing under one view the re» 
fources and outgoings of that extenfive, populous, and valuable country. 


REVENUE or BRITISH INDIA, wirn rue EXPENCES 
ATTENDING THE POSSESSION. 





Revenue of BENGAL, - “ £+5:703,906 
Charges of poffeftion, ~ ~ = 3,862,942 
Net Revenue, ~ = =~ = £2.1,840,964 
Revenuc of Manras, ~ - £.1,996,328 
Charges of poffeflion, ~ ~ 2,408,492 
Charges more than Revenue, - = f4ta,164 
Revenue of BomBay, - “ £:315:937 
Charges of pofleftion, “os “ 841,825 
Charges more than Revenue, ~ = £.525,888 
Total Revenue of Britith India, = - e £.85016,195 
Charges, . + = - “ ” " JI 39259 
£904,912, 


Ny, B, It appears from the above (tatement for the year 1796~7 that neither Madras nor 
Bombay as yet pay their own expences, although the territories attached to thofe Presi 
pencres, independently of the lace conquett of Mysorg, are and have been ina progrefive 
ftate of increafing revenue ever fince the peace with ‘Cippoo Sultaun in 179a In pare 
ticular the Malabar Coatt, ceded to the Company by that Prince, which was expedted to 
yield thirty lacks of rupees a-year (£.37 5,000), has hitherto not exceeded NAIF that amount, 
Manras has had fimilar difappointments to contend with, The conclufion therefore isy 
that Bengal, after difcharging the extra expences of Mannas and Bomnay, which amount 
to £.938,052, leaves a net revenue of £.902,9%2 per annus out of which the fupplics to 
Bencoolen, Penang, &c. ate to be dedudted, and which may annually amount to nearly 
f-100,000. But the overthrow of Tippoo, together-with prudent management, mult 
give freth refources, and add confiderably to the revenues of the Companys 
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NOTE [Cl]. 





Abftraét of an A&t for continuing in the Eat India Company, for a further Term, the Pofifion 
of the Britifh 'Cervitories in India, together with their exclufive Trade, under certain Limita. 
tions; for eflablithing further Regulations for the Government of the faid Territories, and the 
better Adminiftration of Juitice within the fame ; for approps iuting to certain Ufes the Reve 
nues and Profits of the fiid Company ; and for making Provifion for the good Order and 
Government of the Towns of Gakutta, Madras, and Bombay, 


[ruth Zune 2793,} 


WwW HEREAS it is expediont that the exclufivo trade of the United Company of Merchants of 
Kngland trading to the Hatt Indies, with the limits of their Charter, which, by an ad, 
made in the twenty-firfl year of his Majelty’s reign, for cflabliMing an agreement with the faid 
Company, and other purpofes, was continued to them fora term thereby limited, thould be fare 
ther continued to chem and their fuccefors, under certain Jimitations and reftuidtions, for a tern 
of twenty years, to be computed fiom the 1ft of March 1791) liable to be difcontinued at or 
after the end of fuch period, upon three years notice previoufly given by Parliament for that 
purpofe; and that during the faid further rerm all the territorial acquifitions obtained in the Eat 
Indies, which, by an aé& made in the feyenth year of his Majefty’s reign, for eftabliting an 
agreement for the payment of a certain annual fam for a limited tine by the faid Company, in 
refped of the fuid acquifitions, and the revenues thereof, and by fabfequent nds, were continued 
in the pofluition of the faid Company, together with the territorial acquifitions lately obtained 
there, with che revenues of the fime re(pectively, fhould remain in the poftetion of the fhid 
Company; without prejudice ta the claims of the Public or of the thid Company, fabje& to tach 
powers and, authorities for the fuperintendance, dire€ion, and controul over all ads, operations, 
and concerns, which relate to the civil or military government or revennes of the fuid ter ritoricns 
as have been already made or provided by any ad or agts of Parliament in that behalf, or to fick 
further powers, and under and fubjeet co fich other rules, regulations, and reftriétions, relating: 
.to ov cgneerning the fuid Civil Government, and the appropriation of the faid revenucs, ax thall 
be now made and provided hy the authority of Pailiament: May it therefore pleaie your Majetly 
that it may be ennéted ; and be it enatted by the King’s Moh Excellent Mijelly, by and with 
the confent of the Lords Spiritual and ‘Vemporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affenn. 
Dled, and by the authority of the fame, ‘hat the (aid territorial aequilitions Intely obtained in 
the Hint Indies, with the revenues thereof refpective ly, thall remain and continue in the poflefion 
OF the faid United Company for and during the fursher term by this act granted tq them in the 
fuid exclufive trade, fubjedt neverthelels to the feveral tegulitions and provitions in this aét cons 
tained. 
i Ik hat 
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Uf, ‘That his Majefly may, from time to time, nominate, during pleafure, fich members of 
the Privy Counall (of whom the two principal Secretaries of State, and the Chancellor of the 
Bxchequer for the time being, shall always be three), and fuch other two perfons as his Majeity 
hall think fit to be, and who fhall be flyled, Commifioners for the Affairs of India, 


ME, ‘That any three ar more of the {ald Commiftioners may form a Board, 


LV. That if the Commifioners at any Board be equally divided in opinion in refped to any 
matter, the Prefident, or Commifiioner acing as fich, fhall have the calling vote. 


V, ‘That fad Board of Commiffioners thalt appoint finch officers as fhall be neceffary to attend 
{aid Board, who fhall be fubjeé to difmifion ‘at the pleafure of faid Board s their officers fall be 
paid fuch fixed faldries as his Majetty thall direét ; all which falarics, together with nil other con 
tingent charges and expences to be incurred by faid Board, fhall be paid quarterly by the fnid 


Companys 


VI. That the fald Commiftioners, before they fall proceed to adt In execution of any of the 
powers or authorities vetted in them, shall foverally take and fub(cribe the following oath: 


1A, B, do faithfully promife and fwear, ‘Thatas a Commiftioner or Member of the Board fot 
the Affairs of India, I will give my beft advice and aflitance for the good government of the 
Brith poffoftions in the Haft Indies, and the duo adminittration of the revenues of the fime, 
according to Inw, and will execute the feyeral powers and trufts repofed in me according to the 
belt of my fkill and judgment, without favour or affe&tion, prejudice or malice, to any perfon 


whatever, 4 


VIL. That the faveral fecretaries and othor Officors of faid Board (hall alfo take and fubfertbe 
fich oath of fecrecy, and for the execution of the duties of their refpedtive ftavions, as faid 


Board fhall direct. 
VII. And Sceretary not to difqualify from being eledted to Parliament, 


IX, That fuid Board of Commiftioners fall fuperintend, direé, and controul all aéts, opera 
yations, and concerne which in any wife relate to or concern the civil or inilitary government or 
revenues of faid territories and acquifitions in the aft Indica, 

ef 

X. ‘That the faid Commifioners, or any of them, fhall have free accefs to the books, paparsy 
letters of correfponence, avidences, and other records of faid Company, and be «filed by the 
proper officers of the faid Company in their fearches for the fame, and furnifhed, by and at the 
expence of faid Company, with copics or oxtrngts of fo many or fuch parts thereof as they fhall 


require. 


XL ‘That the Coust of DireGore shall deliver to faid Board copics of all minutes, orders, res 
folutions, and proceedings of all Courts of Proprictors, general or fpecial, and of all Courts of 
Direftora, 
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Diredors, within"eight days after the holding of fuch Courts, and allo copies of all letters, ad. 
vices, and difpatches which thal! at any time or times be received by faid Court of Directors 
from the Bail Indies, or from any other of their fettlements or fretories within the limits of their 
exeluiive trade, or from St, Helena, Bufloya, Suez, Aleppo, or other parts beyond the feaa, 
gelating to or concerning the civil or military government, or the revenues of faid territories and 
ncquifitions in India, immediately after the arrival and reecipt thereof. 


XI, That no ordars or inftrndions whatever relating to the civil or military government or 
wovenues of faid territorial acquifitions in India, thall be at any time fent or given to any of the 
governments or fettloments in India, by the Court of Direétors, until the fame hall have been 
fubmitted to the confideration of and approved by faid Board; and for that putpofe that copies 
of all orders and inftruion: which faid Court of Dire@ors thall propofe to be fent to India, fhall 
he by them previoufly laid before faid Board ; and that within the {pace of ‘fourteen days after 
the receipt of fuch propofed difpatches faid Board fhall either return fame to faid Court of Di. 
rectors, with their approbation thereof certified under the hand of the Chief Secretary to faid 
Board, or if faid Board thalt difapprovey alter, or vary in fubftance any of fuch propofed orders 
or inftru@iona, the Board shall give ta the Directors in writing, under the hand of the Chief 
Secretary of the Board, their reafons at large, togother with their inftrudtions to the Diredtors 
in rolation thereto; and that the Direétors fall forthwith difpatch the letters, orders, and ine 
Stru@ions, in the form approved by the Board, to the proper governments or officers in Inciay 
without further delay, unlefe on any reprefentation made to them by faid Direétors, the Board 
{hall ordor any alterations to be made therein; and that the Diveétors fhall pay obedience to, 
and be governed by, fuch orders and inftrugtions as they shall receive from the Board of Com. 
miflionars, touching or concerning the civil and military governments of the {aid territories, and 


tho revenues of the fnino. 


"XIN. ‘That nothing therein contained fhall extend to reftriG faid Dire@ors from exprefiing to 
faid Board fuch xemarka, obfcrvations, or explanations, as they fhall think fits and that {aid 
Board fhall take {uch reprefentagion, and the mattars therein alleged, into thelr confideration, 
and give fuch ordera or inftruétions thereupon aa thay thal think expedient; which thall be final 
and, canclufive upon the faid Directors. 


XIV, That faid Board hall not have power of nominating or appointing any of the fervants 
of faid United Company, 


XV. That whenever the Diregtors of the Company Mall negle& to frame, and’ to tranfinit to 
faid Board, difpatches on any fubje& connegted with the civil or military goverment of the (aid 
territories, or with the revenues thereof, bayond the fpace of fourteen days after requifition made 
by order of faid Board, it fhall be lawful for the Board to fend to the Direétors any orders or 
Anflrndtions for any of the governments or prefidencics in India, concerning the civil or military 
government of the fnid territories, or the revenues thereof; and the faid Diretors fhall aanfintt 
difpatches, according to the tenor of the faid orders and inflrn@ions fo wanfmitted to them by 


the Board, under the refpedtive governments and prefidencics in India, unlefs, on any repre. 
ia fentatioy 
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fentation made by faid Direstore to the Bourd, tonching fuch orders or inftudiions, the faid 
Board thall dirc& any alteration to be made in tho fumes which dire@ions Cid Court of Direcs 
tors thall be bound to conform ta, 


XVI. That nothing in the a& contained fhall extend to give to the fiid Hoard any power or 
authority to iffue or fend any orders or inflrndtions, which do not relate to points connected with 
the civil or military government, or revenues of che Britih territories or poflefions in Indiay nor 
to corrupt, expunge, vary, or alter any difpatches propofed by faid Court of Direors as afore. 
faid, which do not relate to faid Government or revenues; and that if the faid Board shall fend 
any orders or inflructions to the faid Court of Direétors, to be by them tranfinitted, which in the 
opinion of the faid Court of Diresters fhall relate to points not connegted with faid civil or mili« 
tary government, or revenues, then and on any fuch oceafion it fhall be lawful for faid Court of 
Diredors to apply by petition to his Majefty in council touchisg the fame, and his Majefty in 
council fhall decide how far the fume be or be not connegted with the civil or military povern- 
ment and :evenues of the faid poffeftions in India, which decifion fhall be final and conclufive, 

XVII. That it fall not be lawful for the faid Board to give dire&ions, ordering or autho- 
rifing the increafe of the eflablithed falaries, allowances, or emoluments of nny governor ge- 
neval, governor, or prefident, or member of council of any of the prefidencies and fettlemente 
there, or of any other officer in the fervice of the Company, beyond the amount to which the 
fame now ftand fixed by the orders which have been fent to India, anlel fach incrente fall be 
{pecified and contained in fome difpatch propofed by the Court of Direétors to be fent to India, 
and tranfinitted by them to the Board for their approbation, sind untefi an account of the actual 
{alaries of fuch governor general or other officer refpedtively, and of the increafe propofed to he 
wade therein, with the reafons for fuch increafey Mall have beon laid before both houfos of pare 
Lament thirty days before fuch difpatch fhall be fent, 


XVII. That faid Board thall not give any dircéion for the payment of any extraordinary 
allowance or gratuity to any perfan, on account of fervicea, av au any other account whatever, 
to any greater amount, or to any other perfon (han (hall be {pecified in fome difpatch propofed 
by the faid Court of Direétors to be fent to India, and tranfinitted by them to the faid Board 
for their approbation. 


XIX. That if the Board of Commifioners Mal he of opinion that the fubjeé matter of any of 
their deliberations concerning the levying wat, ov making peace, or treating or nepocihung 
with any of the native princes or ftates in India, intended to be communicated in orders to any 
of the governments oy preficencics in India, hall he of a nature to require fecreey, it fhall and 
may be lawful for the Board to fend their orders and inlliuctions to the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Dereftors, who hall thereupon, without difclofing the fame, tranfmit their ordera and 
ifpatches of the fhid Board, to the refpedtive governments and prefidencies in Indian; and thats 
the frid governments and prefidencies fhall be bound to pay a faithful obedience thereto, in like 
manner as if fuch orders and inftrudions had been fent to them by the fiid Court of Diredtora, 


XK. That 
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XX, That ch uid Court of Dire&tors thal! from time to time appoint a Secret Committee, to 

* confit of any number not exceeding three Diredlors, for the particular purpofes in the ag {pe- 
cified ; which faid Directors fo appointed Mhall, before they or any of them fhall ad in the 
execution of the powers and trails hereby repofed in them, take an oath of the tenor following: 


‘ 


TA, B. do fiwear, “Lhat I will, according to the heft of my fill and judgment, faithfully 
execute the crate and powers repofed in me as a Member of the Secret Commitree appointed by 
the Court of Diveétors of the United Company of merchants trading to the Ea Indies ; I will 
not difelofe or muke Known any of the fecret orders or inftrudtions which fhall be given, come 
municated, or tranfmitted co me by the Commiftioners for the Affairs of India, concerning the 
lovying of war, or the making of peace, or treating or negociating with any of the native 
princes of India, fave only to the other members of the faid Secret Committee, or to the perfon 
or perfons who hall be duly nominated and employed in tranferibing or preparing the fame 
refpeCively, unlefs I fhall be authorized by the faid Commiffioners to difclofe and make known 
the fame, So help me God. 


XXL That if fuid Secret Committée, in the execution of their frid powers and trufts, fhalt 
find it neceflary to employ any perfon in tranfcribing or preparing any fecret difpatches, the 
fecretary, and every other perfon who hall be entrufted with the tranfcribing or preparing any 
of fuch difpatches, fall, before they refpeively enter upon that duty, take and fabfcribe an 
oath of fecrefy, as near the tenor and form of the oath thereby before provided and taken by the 
members of the faid Secret Committee as the cafe will admit, 


XXIL. That when any of the governments or prefidencies in Indin shall be of opinion that 
any of their difpatches to Great Britain hall be of a nature to require fame to be kept fecret, it 
fall be Inwful for faid governments or prefidencies refpedtively to addrefs their difpatches under 
cover, fealed with their feals, unto frid Secret Committee or Directors of faid Company, for the 
infpedtion of fuch committee, and that immediately upon the arrival of fuch difpatches fo ad- 
drefled, faid Secret Committce of Direors fhall deliver the fame, or copies thereof, to {aid 


Board, 


XXIIT. ‘That no order or refolution of the Court of Directors of faid Company, touching or 
concerning the civil or military government or revenues of faid territories in India, after the 
fame fhall have received the approbation of the Board of Commiftioners for the Affairs of India, 

"Sai ee Hable to be refeinded, fufpended, revoked, or varied by any General Court of proprictors 
of faid Company, 


XXIV. That the whole profidency of Fort William, in Bengal, thall he vefled in a governor, 
general and three counfellors, fabject to {uch rules as are efiablithed in that behalf in the aa. 
a ‘ 
XXV. That the Directors are to have the power of nominating perfons to fill up all vacancies 
from governors downwards, and, by the XXVith article, in default thercof the fame to be filled 


up by his Majetty, 
1 XXX, ‘What 
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XXXV, That his Majeily may remove or recall any perfon or perfons holling any ofliee employ. 
ment, or commiflion, civil or military, under the Company in Indias provided, that a copy of fich 
order, under hie Majetty's fign mannal, attelted by the Prefident, thall, within eight days after, 


‘be tranfmitted or delivered to the Chairman or Deputy Chairman, to the intent that the Court of. 


Direors may be apprized thereof, 


XXXVI. That this At docs not preclude the Directors from removing or recalling their ollicers 
of feryants named by his Majefty. 


XXXVIL That che departure from India of any Governor General, Governor, Member of 
Council, or Commander in Chief, with intent to return to Europe, thall be deemed in lnw a refigna 
tion and avoidance of his office or employment; and that the falary and other ailowances of any fach 
Governor General, or other officers refpedtively, fall ceale from the day of fach his departure, 
refignation, or furrender 


XL, That the Governor General in Council at Fort William fhall be invelted, with full power 
and authority to fuperintond, controul, and dire@ the feveral Governments and Prefidencics of 
Fort St, George, and Bombay, and all other Governments creéted or to be creed by the faid 
United Company, within the limits of their faid exclufive trade, in all fuch points as thall relate 
to any nogociations or tranfadiona with the country powers or flates, or levying wax or making. 
peace, or the collegtion or application of the revenues, or to the forces employed at any of fuch 
Profidencies or Governments, or to the civil or military government of the profidencies, acqui+ 
fitions, or territories, or any of them, 


XLIL, That it thall not be lawful for the Governor General inCouncil of Fort Willinm, without 
the exprefs command and authority of the Court of Direttors, or of the Secret Commities, in any 
safe (except whore hoftilitics have nétually been commenced, or preparations actually made for 
the commencement of hoftijitics, againi the Britifh nation in India, or againtt (ome of the Prinw 
ces or States dependent thereon, or whofe teriitorics tho faid United Company fhall be at fiuch 
time engaged by any fubfifting treaty to defend or guarantee) either to declare war or commence 

hoftilitics, or enter into any treaty for making war againi any of the country Princes ov Statca 
in India s and in all cafes where hoftilitics fhall be commenced, or treaty made, tho fald Govers 
nor General and Council thall, by the mof expeditious means they can devifo, communicate the 
fame vnto the faid Court of Diredtors, or to the frid Secret Committce, together with a full 
ftato of the information and intelligence upon which they fhall have commenced fuch hoi! 
or made {uch treaties, and their motives and reafons for the fame at large. 


XLII That it hall not be lawful for the Governors and Counfellors of Fort St, Georga and 
Bombay, or ofany other fubordinnte fettlemont, to flue any order for levying war, ar to conclude 
any treaty of peace, or other treaty, with any Indian Prince or State (except in cafes of fudden 
emergency), unlefs in purfiance of exprefe orders from the Governor General in Council of 
Fort William, or from the Court of Direstors, ox from the Secret Committees and every fuch 

treaty 
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woaty fhall, if pofible, contain a claufe for fubjecting the fime to the ratification or rejetion of 
the Governor General in Council of Fort William aforehid. \e 


XLV. ‘That it fall be lawful for the Governor General of Fort William to ite his Warrant, 
dive€ed to fuch pence officers and other perfons ns he shall think fit, for fecuring and detaining ih 
cuflody any perfon or perfons fafpeded of carrying on any illicit correfpondence dangerons to 
the peace or fafety of any of the Britith fetulements or pofefllons in India, or contrary to the 
nules and ordeis of the faid Company 5 and if, upon cxainination taken upon oath in weiting of 
any credible witnefs or witneffes before the Governor General in Council of Fort William afores 
faid, there fhall appear reafonable grounds for che charge, the Governor General is impowered 
to commit fuch perfon or perfons to fafe cuflody, and fall within areafonable time, not exceed« 
ing five days, caufe to be delivered to him or them n copy of the charge or accufation on which 
he or they thall have been committed, and that the party or parties accufed thal be permitted to 
deliver in a defence in writing, together with a lift of fuch witneftes as he ov they fhall defire to 
be examined, and fuch witneffes, and alfo the witnefs or witnefles in {apport of tlt charge, thall 
he oxamined and crofs-examined on oath, in the prefenee of the party aecufed, and their dépo- 
fitions and examinations taken down in writing ; and if, notwithitanding fuch defence, there 
fhall appear to the fhid Governor Gonoral tn Council reafonable grounds for the charge or accu. 
fntion, and for continuing the confinentent, the party or partics accufed thall remain in cultody 
anti! he or they thall be brought'to trial in India, or fent to England for that purpofe ; and in 
cafe fuch perfon of perfons is or aro intended to be font to England, the Governor General thalt 
eaufe fuch perfon or perfons to be fent to England by the firft convenient opportunity, unlefs fach. 
perfon or perfone full be difabled by illnefs, in which cafe he or they fall be fent as foon ns his 
or their fate of health will fafely admit thereof; and that the examinations und proceedings tranf 
mitted, fhall be admitted and received as evidence in all courts of law, fubject to any jult excep- 
tions to the competency of the faid witnelles, 


XLVI. That the feveral Governors or Governors in Council of (fort St. George and Boinbay 
Sinll have the like powers, under and fubjeé to the fame regulations and reflriQions, 


XLVIE, And whereas it will tend greatly to thé flrength and fecurity of the Britith pofleffions in 
Indin, and give energy to the meafures of the exeentlve government within the refpedive Prefle 
dencies, ifthe Governor Gencral of Fort Willinm in Bengal, and the feveral Governors of Vort St, 
George and Bombny, were veiled with a dileretionary power of adling without the concurrence 

“or eir refpeAive Councils, or forhearing to a& according to their opinions, in cafes of high im.’ 
portange, nnd eflentially allecting the public intereit and welfare, thereby fubjeGing themfelves 
perfonally to anfwer to their country for fo acting or forbearing to ads It is cna@ed, that in fach 
cafea they may, on their own refponfibility, agt in contradiaion to the opinion of the Councils or 


may caufe thelr orders to be fufpended. 


XLVUL, That the Governor General, or Governor, who fhall declare and command any fiiweh 


‘erder ox acfolution to be made and recorded without the aflent or concurrence of any of the 
ether 
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other members of council, fialt alone be held refponfible for the fime, an ship cold ded, 


thereof, 







XLIX, That nothing in the a& contained Mall extend co give power to the Govern 
of Fort William in Bengal, or to either of {iid Governors of Fort St. George and B 
rofpettively, to make or carry into execution any order or sefolution which could not have 
lawfully made and executed with the concamence of the Councils of the refpedtive Goveinmen 
or Prefidencics, : 


LL, That it thal! not give power to the Governor General, or cither of the Governors of For 
St. George and Bombay refpectively, to carry into execution any order or 1¢folution againit the 
opinion of the counfellors of their 1efpelive Governments in any matter which fhall come under 
the confideration of the fald Governor General, and Governors in Council refpeRively, in their 
judicial capacity ; or to make, repeal, or fufpend any general rule, order, oy regulation for the 
good order and civil government of the faid United Company’s Settlements; o1 to impole, of his 
own authouity, any tax or duty within the {uid refpe€live Governmenty or Prefidencies. 


LV, That the Court of Direéors, with the approbation of the Bond of Commiffioners may 
fafpend all or any of the powels hereby given to the Goveinor General of Fort William to ad 
upon his own fole authority, at and for fuch time or times as they may judge expedient or necof 


fary. 
LVI. Regulations for filling up vacancies in the civil line in India, 


LVLIL, That no perfon fhall hold two oflices, tho filavies of which amount to more than a 
certain proferibed fam, 


LIX, Direétora not to fend out more perfons than necofinry to fupply the complement of the 
. eftablifiiment, 


LXIL That the demanding or receiving any fim of money, or other valuable thing, asa gift 
or prefent, or under colonr thereof, whether it be for the ufe of the party recoiving the fame, 
or for or pretended to he for the ufe of the Company, or of any other perfon whatfoever, by any 
Britith fubjedt, holding or cxercifing any office or employment under his Majefly, ox the Come 
pany, in the Hail Indies, fall be decmed extortion and a mifdemennor at law. 


LXIIL, That the covrt or jmiMiGion before whom any fuch offence hall be tied hall have fall 
power and authority to diveét the faid profent or gif ov any part thereof, to be retored ta che 
party who gave the fame, or to oder the whole, or any part thereof, or of any fine which the 
court hall fet on the offender, to be paid or given to the profeentor oy informer, as fach conrt 
Shall chink fit. a 


LXV. Neg 
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» LXY. Neglett to execute the orders of the Direétors (unlefs in cafes of neceflity, the proof 
sof which neceflity fail lie on the paity difobeying) to be deemed a mifdemeanour. 

? LVI, That the making or being a party to any corrupt bargain ar contract, for the giving 

up, or for obtaining, or any other manner concerning the truft and duty of any office under the 

Crown ar the Company, by any Britih fubje&t whomfoever there refident, fhall be deemed to be 

w miflemesnor at law, 


LXVIL. 'That all his Majefty’s fubjedts, 4s well fervants of the fhid United Company as others, 
fhall be amenable to all courts of juttice, both in India and Great Britain, for all A@s and all 
crimes whatever, committed in any of the lands or tensitories of any Native Prince or State, or 
againf thelr perfone or propettics, or the perfone or properties of any of their fubjects or people, 
jn the fimo manner as if the fame had been committed within the territories direéHly fubjed to and 
under the Britih Government in India. 


LVI Thateit hall not be lawful forthe Company, or for any of their officers or fervants, 
Jafor the Court of Dire@ors, to difcontinue, ftay, or compound, or {ettle, or agree any actions 
fuita at Inw or equity, now depending or hereafter to be commenced, before a final decree or 
t fall be obtained, unlefa by and with the approbation of the Boatd of Copimifioners 
fairs of India 










‘That after fentence or judgment of any court having competent jurifdidtion, whether 

ih or in India, ngainft any Governor General, of agninil any of the faid United 
rvants, civil or military, for any debts or penalty due or belonging to the Com. 
mnifdemennor, it fhall not be Iawfil for the faid United Company, in any cafe 
§ ale ov compound fuck fentence, or to reftore any fervant of the faid Company 
hal re bobgianioRel ge difmifted from his office for mibchaviours 


“LXXY. ‘That the Company fhall continue to have ufe, and enjoy the whole, fole, and exclue 
five trade and traffick, and the only liberty, ufe, and privilege of trading, trafficking, and ex. 
grits the trade or bufinefs of merchandize in, to, and fiom the Eaft Indics, and iny to, and 
From all the iflinds, porte, havens, gontts, cities, towns, and places between the Cape of Good. 
Vope and Streights of Magellan, and limite in an A€& made in the ninth year of the reign of 
T2'pg William the ‘Thitd, or in a certain Charter of the th of September, in, the tenth year of 
theisne King mentioned, in ne ample and beneficial manner as the faid Company could there. 
by or othorwife lawfully trade thereto, fubjeél neverthelets to the feveral limitations, canditions, 
and regulations in this Actcontained, and alfo fabjeét ig the provifo herein-after contained for 
determining the fame. 






sat Tha 

all U® profits andgbeifits whatever, which by any formor Acts of Parliament, oy by any Cpr. 

tore founded ther ay concerning the, faid Company, are not by this A@, or any other Aa 

now in force, repelcd.or altered, and the fume are horeby ratified and confirmed, and fhalt‘con- 
kk 3 tinue 


ie Company gph xt all times hereafter (fabjedt as aforefaid) be yao 
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tinne to be held and enjeyed by faid Company, for the better ‘iad more efteQually fettling and 
fecming to thom the whole, foley and exclufive trade to the Ball Indies and parts aforefnidy and 
for the preventing trade thereto, contyary to the trae fotent and meaning of the Ad, and for fe. 
curing alfo thelr poffeffions, eitate, and yifedts, and governing their uluirs and bufinefs in all if 
fpedls fully and effecualty. ‘ 


LXXUL Thatat any time, upon three years notice to be given by Parliament after the rit of 
March, 1811, and upon payment of any fums of money due by the public, then the whole, fole,. 
and exclufive trade to the Hatt Indies to ceafe, . 


LXXIV, That nothing in {aid provifo {att therein-befire contained, or In any other Ag or 
Charter, thall extend to determine the Corporation of the faid United Company, jor to hinder, 
prevent, or preclude faid Company from carrying on at all times, after foch determination of the 
tight to the fole, whole, and exclufive trade as aforefaid, a free trade, in, to, and from the Mat 
Indies, and parts aforefiid, with all or any part of their joint flgck in tyade, goods, merchandizesy, 
etate, and effeds, in common with other the Subjects of his Majofty, trading to, iny OF from tha, 
faid parts or limits. 













LXXWL That if any ceftion of territory tall be obtained from the Chinefe Gover 
anew fettlement fhall bo made by the Company upon fuch territory, diftingt and fop 
the continent of China, and wholly free from any juriftliétion or authority Tom the 
vernment, in thatcafe, and fo long as the fume fall fo remain to the Company, if 

‘ fal for any of his Majeity’s fabjects, under fich regulations and reftriGiona ns fal 
by thé Bourd of Comuniftioners for the Affaira of India, to axport Brith aud Inj 
in the flips of the fhid Company, at a maderate rate of Freight, the fame bein 
+ faid Company's fapra cargoes, or finch other perfons ae the Canpany, with the 
Board of Commiffionora, thalltioenfe to rafide at fuch Settlanent for thawed a 

* provided that all and every of fach perfons fo licenfed fhall be prohibited hom having any 
nedtion or intexcourfe with the continent of China, and from carrying on any other trade 
concer whatever, except tho fale of Britith and Lrith manufacture as before mentioned, and frp 
all interference with the attnirs of the Company 5 and all fuck perfons fhall enter into the like 
covenants with the’ company ag other free merchants by them licenfeds or fach othercovenant#as 
* fhall be reafonably required by the Court of Dirc@ora, in that behalf, nnd alfo.into x fpecial en. 
gagement, if the fume fhall he required, for paying the net proceeds of tho files of fach mann. 
fadures into the treafury ofithe Company at fuch new fetdement, for bills of exchange y myabla 
by the Company in Great Britain, to be drawn at the actual rate of exchange at the time; aud 
that no perfon whatever Shall be perpitted to refide in any place or places fo ceded, or to trade « 
or communicate with any port or place in China, who is nota fervant of the Company, or who if 
mat licenfed by them to att as aforefaid. # 


e 
( LXXVIL That during the continuance of the faid exclufive trade, % sgl and muy fo faw fal 
“or any fhip or veflel which fhall be employed in carrying on the Southern gV/hale Filhery, ander 
aval by virtue ofan Ae, made in the 26th year of his prefent Majefly, dafluled, An Act for te 
eneoinagey 


& 
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encouragoment df the Southern Whale Fithery, and a certain other A&, mnde in the 28th year 
of the reign of his prefent Majefty, for amending the faid A& made in the 26th year of his 
Majelly’s reign, to (ail or pais into the Pacifle Ocean by Cape Lorn, to the fouthward of the 
equator, provided that fuch thips fhall not proceed further weit than one hundred and eighty 
degrees of longitude from London, and provided that faid thips fhall not proceed without:fuch 
Nicenfe, and fhall be under and fabjcét to all fuch regulations as are mentioned in the faid re« 
{pedlive Ads, 


UXXVITL And for the fivther encouragement of trade to the South-welt Coalt of America, 
and the iflands adjacent, under the limitations contained in the convention made by his Majelly 
with the King of Spain, of the 28th of O@ober, 1790, it may be expedient that fhips fitted out 
for thofe parts fhould in certain cafes be permitted by licenfe from the faid Company to proceed 
from the fuid coafl and iflands dire ¢o the ifcs of Japan and coats of Korea and Canton, there 
to difpofe of their cargoes obtained on the faid North-weft Coal of America, and to return from 
thence direét to the fame North-weft Confl or iflands adjacent, and there difpofe of their returns 
in trade, the owners and commanders of fuch thips éntering into fuch covenants with, and giv~ 
ing fiach (ecurity to faid Company, and fubmitting to be bound by fich rales and regulations as 
fhall appear to be’belt adapted ‘for preferving to faid Company the exercife of their commercial 
privileges, and conduce to the prefervation of good order and regularity of the thips companies, 
and their obfervance of the Jaws preferibed by the native fates, during the continuance of fich 
thips on the {aid coatts of Japan, Korea, and in the river of Canton aforefaid + that the Court of 
Directors of tho faid Company fhall, forthwith after the pafting of the AG, frame and lay 
bofore théBoard of Commiffioners for the ‘Afnirs of India, fach rufes and regulations as they 
Shall think bett adapted for the purpofes aforefaid, and alfo the forms of fuch deeds of covenant or 
other fecuritias as faid Court of Dire&ore fhall judge to be proper or neceflary to be entered into 
for the due obfervance thereof by the owners and commanders of fhips to be licenfed as aforefaid, 
and that the fiud Board thall thereupon proceed to revife the fame, and to give fuch orders and 
inflruétions to the fhid Direiors in-telation thereto as they shall think ft and expedients and that 
the faid owners and commanders conforming themfelves to the terme and conditions which fhall 
be fo prefcribed, hall be entitled to fuch licenfe or licenfes, and the frid Court of Direttors are 
hereby required to grant the fame accordingly, unlefs on any reprefentation made by the faid 
Diredors to the faid Board of Commiffiners, containing any fpecific objedions again the 
granting of any flich ficenfe, the faid Board fhall order the fame to be withheld, in which cafe 

_ it shall be lawfal for faid Dircétors to withhold or refufe the fame, 


LXXIX. That the regulations to be fo made for the purpofes nfortfiid, or any deeds of cove- 
nant or other fccuritics to be required for the obfervance thereof, hall not extend to veft in any 
council of fupercargoes or other officers of the thid Company a greater power over any ihips, or 
the commanders, officers, or companies of the fame, in the Eaflern Seas or on the coafts of 

* Japan, Korea, and China, which they thall be pormitted to vifit according to the tenorotich 
Heenfes, than fich as can, fhall,or may lawfully be excreifed by the faid council of fren 
‘or other ofliceis of the faid Company, in or over the ships employed by or in the fervice off he 


faid Company, and the commanders, officers, and men belonging thereto, Z 
ke LXXX tos 
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LNXN, "That the felling or difpnfing of any ands or merchandizo at any otber place or places 
than hall be mentioned and f,ecitied in any fuch licenfe, or any wiltul breach or nen-obfervance 
of any of the fiid rules or regulations, fhall he held ns aamifdemeanor at laws aud fho'l and may 
be puuifind as fuck, and that the parties offending therein fhall be deemed to have traded and 
traflicked unlawlally within the limits of the Company’s exclefive trade, and fhall inew and fuller 
the pena’ties and forfeitures by this a8 impofed for illicitly trading or traflicking within the faid 
danits, and hall aver and befides pay to che fidd Company fireh pecaniay penalties as fuck offenders 
fhall have incurred or forfeited by any wilfal beach o1 non-ubfuvance of the Mpulattons contained 
in and by the faid deeds of covenants or fecuities entered into or given tothe faid Company by 
force and in virtue of the act. 


LXXXI. That during the continuance of the frid exelufive trade in the faid Company, fobjeét na 
aforefaid, it Mall and may be lawful for any of his Majeily’s Cubjege refident in Great Deitain, or 
ja any other part of his Majefly's European dominions, to export, on thei: own proper rifk and 
account, in the fhips of fald Company, or in thips freighted hy them {rom the part of London, to 
any of the ports ufually vifited by the fips of fiid Company, on the foveral edatte of Malabar 
and Coromandel, or in the Bay of Bengal in the Joa Indies, or the ifand of Sumatra, any goods, 
wares, or merehandizes of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the faid dominions, fave nnd 
oxcept aa is hereinafter otherwile {pecially provided s and that in like manner it fhull and may be 
lawful for any of his Majefty’s fubjetts in the civil foryice of faid Company in India, or being by 
leave or licenfe of faid Company, or under their proteRions as merchants refident in India, 1¢« 
fpoctively, to confign and put on boaid the fhips of the faid Company, or in fhipa fieighted by 
them, bound to Great Biitain, any goods, wares, or merchandize, five and except alfo ae ia by 
this n& otherwife frecially provided, in oder to the fie being imported, on the rifk md account 
of the ownera thercof, at the port of London, under the segulations herein-after fpecified and 
oontained, 


LXXXIL, That during the faid further term in the fiid egclufive trade ft thall not be lawful for 
any perfon or perfons, fave only frid Company, or fuch as thall obtain thei fpceial leave and 
icenfy in writing for that purpofe, to export, fhip, or caury out fom Great Britain 10 the Matt 
Indica, of other parte within the limits of the {aid cxelufive trade, any military flores, ammunitivn, 
muits, {para sondage, anchois, pitch, tir, or copper; nor to fhip, carry, or put on bourd any of 
faid Compans’e hips in the Halt Indies, or other parts of the fidd linsits, bound to London, or 
othenwife to bring or import into Great Britain any India callicoca, dimities, muflins, o1 other 
piece gouds, made or manufadtured with fill or cotton, or with fill and cotton mixed, on with 
other mixed materials; any thing in the xct contained ro the contary notwithManding. ; 


LXXXUT. And wherens the fole and exclufive right in the export trade Trom Great Britain to: 
the Hatt Indics, and other parte, within the Jimits of faid Company's Charter, in the atorefiid 
attic es of mutts, fpnis, yuxdage, anchors, pitch, and car, iy by cht ack refered to and continued 
fei Company, widh intent tac fd Company aay not guly fuinith a ducient quantity of 
ypofe articles for cunfiunption at ihels fore, garifons, porte, and duckss ards there, bug ‘alto to 
doqd to India tue dius devergl ations, and keep the mackets fupphed therewith, ne fur as may 

appear 
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appear to he confiftent with public fecurity, at moderate prices: And whereas it ia fit and proper 
that the Britifh and lrith manofasturers of the faid fevc ral articles fhould hgve every firther reafon« 
able fitigi@ion given to them, that the faid exclufive privilege fhall not operate to their injury ox) 
proyudice though the failure or default of the Company in carr ing on their export trade in the 
fiud articles to ae Inrge an extent ag prudence and policy will admit; it is farther cnaded, ‘Thue 
the Court of Diredlors of the faid Company thall, in the month of February in every year, lay be~ 
fore the {nid Board of Comumifioners for tlic Affaiis of India, an exadt invoice of the quantities and: 
forts of cordage, pitch, and tar, and the number and fizes of mafts and {pars, and the number and” 
weight of anchor, feverally, exported by fid Company in the preceding years and fhall alfos 
when required fo lo do by faid Board, lay belone fd Board a fimilar invoice onaccount of the 
quantities, numbers, fizes, and weights, as far as the cafe will admit, of all the articles before 
enumerated, which fhall be intended to be exported by the faid Company in the enfaing feafon ¢ 
and that upon any reprefentation made to faid Board by any Britith or Lith manufadurers of anyt 
failure or default in faid Company, of their exporting any of tlie fad articles:to a fafficient or reas 
Jonable extent in quantity and value, a9 well* for the proper confumptjon of the forces of the faid 
Company in India, and at their ports, garrifons, and fettlements there, aa for meeting the demands, 
of the Indta maketa for the faid articlés ralpedtively, the faid Board may and fitml) examine into 
the grounds of fach reprefentations, and the allegations contained therein s and may and fhall, acs 
cording to the circumftances of ‘the cafe, at their diferetion, make fuch orders and regulations for- 
admitting individuals to export to India, in the hips of faid Company, or employed in their fer 
viee, at the file rate of freight na fhall be then payable for other goods exported thither in private 
trade, all or any furta of the articles hercinshefore enumerated, aa faid Board fhall from time to 
time judge fitting and propery under and fabjed to fuch refteiQions and lintitktions aa fhall bo ex- 
pieffed in thelr fhid orders and regulations concerning the fame; and further, if {rid Bonrd fhall 
feo it requifito, i¢ Miall be lawful for faid Board to enlarge tho quantity of tonnage bythe a& 
diteéted to be provided for other private trade, to an extent not exceeding, the quantity which 
fhall appear to {tid Bonrd to be neceffury for the carriage of the faid articles fo permitted to 
be exported by individuals, and whiclt {aid additional tonnage thall be fpecifically fet apart and 
referved for that purpofe only; and that faid Company shall, and they are hereby required to 
provide fuch additional quantity of thipping ox tonnage accordingly, any thing hetein-before cons 
tained to the contrary notwithftanding, 


LXXXIV. ‘That if faid Company fhall not, on or before the grt of Augufl next after the 
pafling of the ad, and alfo on or before the 31f of Augutt in every fubfequem year dming the 
continuance of their faid exclutive trade, contiaé for and purchafe, on their own account, 
1,500 tons of Britith copper, for the purpofe of exportation to fome port or place within the 
the limita of their faid exclufive trade, it fhull and may be luwful to and for the proprictors or 
holders of Britith copper refiding in Great Britain, in every fach year refpedtively, to export 
that quantity, in fhips to be provided by faid Company, to any ports o1 places they think proper 
in the ult Indies, at the fame rates of treight, and fubjeét to the fame icgulations as to the 
amount of fuch Height per ton asiue heicin exprefid with refpedt to the fieight & other 
Species of Briuth manufadnes and yreduce on piivate accounts and that if faid Company 


fhall not purchafe or contradl for fo much a8 1500 tons of Britith copper inany one yeas as store. 
3 tO Taidy 
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1 Hy * 
nid, it thall oy pray be lawful for the proprietors or holders of Britith copper te&export in fhips 
torbe provided by .{qid Company, fuch quantity or quantities as, together with the quantitice , 
purehafed by frid Company, (hall amount to fall 1,500 tous, to be exported annually ihyfore. 
{ajd.to the porta or places, and updex,and {ubjg& to th fame regulations as to the nmoukt of 
freight por ton in thips to be provided by the,faid, Company ne is therein expreffed on the expors 
tation of any other Britith prodyce ou private account ; and that the faid proprictora or holders of 
Britihh copper oxportingthe fame in manner aforefnid, Mall bo at liberty to obtain their returns } 
in the like Commoditiva of India, in the fame magner and jn the fame proportions aa therein’ 
provided for the other proptictars of Biitith manyfadlures or produce exported to India, on their 
own account by virtue of ‘this ack: Provided alfo, that in cafe {aid Company fhall not on or be» 
fore the 31ft of Auguitin any,one year, have bought or contradted for the full quantity of 1,900 
tons o£ Britith copper for the purpofes aforefaid,, that then all perfons intending to export either 
the whole or part of the faid 1,500 tons remaining unfold to the frid Company, fhall fignify the 
fante by a notice in writing.to the chief fecretary of, {aid Company, between the 3 it of Auguit 
and tho 14th of O@ober inevery fach year, provided that the faid tonnage for the copper to be 
dent ont to Indin in any of the cafes aforefaid, fhall not be confidered as part of the gonnage al 
lowed by the n& for the private trade. 

: , 1 P49 

+ LXXXV, ‘That if a fullicient quantity of fuch, cnllicoca, dimities, mulling, or other piece 
goods of the defcription aforefaid, thall nat be imported by the faid Company, and the perfons 
by them licenfed to import the fume, for keeping tho market fupplicd therewith, at renfonable 
ptices, to anfwor the confiumption in Great Britain, ns far as any of the fuid forts of goods may 
Tawfully be worn or ufed therein, and likewife for exportation, it fhall and may be lawful for 
the Board of Commifionera for the Affairs of India to make fuch regulations for admitting indi+ 
viduals to import in faid Company's Ships, or ships employed by thom, into Great Britain, all 
or any of the forts of .gooda herein-before fpecified, under fuch conditions, reflriftions, and lis 
mitationa, as the faid Board fhall fiom time to time dived, 


LXXXVI, That nothing in this n& contained fhall extend to permit any perfon to export or 
import in private trade auy goods or meréhandize contrary Lo the provifions of any act or ads of 
parliament now in force, and not by tho aét exprefly repealed, nor to vary, alter, or affect any 

+a& or a&anow in force for prohibiting the confiumption, wearing, or ule of any foreign mann. 

future within this kingdoms but that all and fingular the faid a&s, and the provifions and ree 
guiations therein contained refpectively, fhall remain and continue of the fame force and effect, 
to allintents and purpofes, as if the a& had not been made, es er 

LEXXVIL, And inafmuch as the enfuring to private merchants and manufaturers the certain 
and ample means of exporting their merchandize to the Eat Indies, and importing the returns 
for tho fame, may conduce to the advancement of the trade of thefe Kingdoms, it is further 
oe Yhat faid Company thall, in the proper feafon of every year, provide and appropriate - 
3,¢ 60 tond of fhipping at the lenft for the Specific purpoles of carrying to the Enfl. Indica fich 
gotkla, waves, and meichandize as may be Jawfully exported thither by individuals, and for 
bringing back from thence as well the returne of the fame ns likewife the goods of other perfons 

; a entitled 
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entitled to import tho fame into this kingdom, and if the faid quantity of tonnage fhall be found 
infisflicient, oy shall be found to be more than fhall be fuflictent for the carriage of the faid private 
trade, Axport or import, the Company fhall from time to time provide fuch an additional 
quantity of tonnage, or leffen the quantity of tonnage to be provided for the carriage of the faid) 
private trade, as the Board of Commifftoncis for the Affairs of India fhall, upon any reprefentae- 
tion made t@them, order and disc “ 


LXXXYVILID. That in cafe the Court of Direétors of faid Company hall be of opinion that the 
additional quantity of tonnage for the carriage of the private trade which fhall at any time 
thereafter be ordered and direéted by the faid Board of Commiffioness for the Afhirs of Indiay 
is greater than ought to have been direéted or ordered, it fhall be lawful for the faid Court of, 
Dire@tors to apply by petition to his Majefy in council touching the fame, and his Majeity in 
council fhall finally determine the fame. 


LXXXIX, That the faid Company fhall be entitled to charge and:recover, from the owners 
of goods exported or imported in private trade, fich rates of freight for the carriage thereof as 
are hescit -after {pecified, and not any higher rate or rates, any law ov ufage to the contrary note 
withftanding ; (that i8 to fay), for the carriage of any goods from Great Britain to any port or 
place in the Haft Indies in time of peace, after the rate of five pounds per ton, and for the care 
riage of any goods from any part of the Ealt Indies to Great Britain, after the rate of fifteen 
pounds per ton, computing fuch tonnage in the fume mainer as the tonnage of goods fhipped by 
the faid Company on their own account; and that in times of war,-or Preparations for war, 
Wetweon Great Britain and any other European power or ftate, or when the circumftances inet. 
dental to war, or preparations for war, fall happen, whereby an incieafe in the rates of freight 
payable by the fald Company fhall become unavoidable, then, or as long as fuch war, or prew- 
parations, or other circumflances hall continue, the faid Company fhall be entitled to charge 
and recover, for the carringe of the faid private trade, additional rates of freight, after a dua 
proportion to. the additional rates of tonnage which thall be paid by the frid Company for the 
hire of fhips for their own trade, and at or after no higher rate or proportion, 


XC, That when any, circumfanoe fhall arife which fhall entitle the {hid Company to make any. 
advance in the faid rates of freight on private trade, the Court of Directors of faid Company fhall,. 
before they fhall incienfe the fame, communicate in writing to the Bomd of Commifioners for the 
Affnirs of India their intentions fo to do, with their reafons for the fame, and the extent of the 
incxeale by them propofed, with fuch other information or obfervations relating thereto as thal to 
them appear mateial to be known by the Boird; and that no inereafe fhall be made in the faid 
rates but firch as hall be approved by. the faid Board and that any incrzale fo made fhall be fab- 
Je& and liable to be reduced or difcontinued, as circumftances.may admit or requi.c, and as faid. 
Board fhall in that behalf direét, 

~ 


XCI. That in the month of Augoft 1794) and fo afterwards in the month of Augutt in oxery 
third year, during the continuance of the further term thereby granted to the Company in pleir 


trade, the Cowt of DireQors of Said’ Company fhall take into thei confideration how far pad to 
"what 


! 
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what oxtent the then general flate and condition of the afnire of shipping may"call for, of will 
reafonably admit of any abatement in the rates of freight on private trade, and Lo certify unto 
the Board of Commiftionars whether the faid rates will ftirly admit of any seduélion or abatement, 
and to what extent, and whether for the whole or for any and what part of the term of three 
years then next following, with their reafons for the fiimes and that faid Board, fhall take 
the roport of faid DireMoys into their confideration, and cither approve the alterations prapofad 
by fald Direlors, or make fuch other order therein as to faid Board Mall appear jul and expex 
dient; and that the order of faid Board in refpedt thereto fhall be valid and condlufive on faid 
Company. x 


XCIL, That all perfons intending to export any goods from Great Britain ta the Zaft Indies 
fall fignify the fame by a notice in writing to the chief feeretary of faid Company before the lalt 
day of Auguftin each year, for the thips of the enfuing feafon, and that tvery*fuch notice fal} 
fpecify the name of the part or place of deRingion of fich goods, and the qugntity of tonnage 
sequired for the fame, and the period when the goods will be rendy to 8 laden Ryn on board 5 
and that every perfon giving any fach notice fhall, on or before the rgth of September next ene 
fuing the delivery thereof, depolit in the weafiy of the fuid Company the money chargeable for 
the freight upon the quantity of tonnage therchy required or therein fpecified, unlefa the Court 
of DieMors of faid Company fhall think fit to necept any fecurity for the payment thereof; anit 
that every tach perfon thall al, before the 13th of October following, deliver to the faid fecre. 
tary a lift of the forts of goods intended to he exported, and the quantities of ench of fitch forte 
wefpedtively ; and that in defuult thereof, or failue in providing the goods to bg fhipped within 
the time fpecified in the notice for chat purpofe, the depofit made, or fecurity talcen for the faid 
fivight, tall be forfeited to fuid Company... 


XCIIL. That all perfons intending to export any goods from any port or place in tho Eat 
Indies to Great Britain, fhall fignify the fame by notice in writing to the chief feeretary of the 
prefidency in India wherein the fame ao to be fhipped, in which notice fhall be (pecified the 
forts and quantities of goods intended to be shipped, the quanticy of tonnage required, and the 
period when the goods will be ready to he put on board; and fhall make a depofic at the treafury 
of fuch prefidency ar fettlement refpectively of the whole amount of the freight upon the quantity 
of tonnage fpecified, or otherwife give fuch reafonable fecmity for the payment thereof in Great 
Britain; and if any of the perfons giving fuch notice fall not provide bis or their goods to be 
shipped within the time or timvs therein fpecified for that purpofe, their depofits made, or feu 
curitics given for the frcight, thall be forfeited to the frid Company. ” 

XCIV. That if any vgcant tonnage thall remain, not engaged by individuals, either in 
Great Britain or the Lull Indies, after the times limited for giving fuch notices refpedtively, the 
faid lonnage, together with any other vacant tonnage occafioned by the file or default of any 
of or peifons in the delivery of their géods within the period fpecified by their notices for 
tat purpofe, fhall and may be occupied by the goods of fuid Company, without any allowance 
ud ghe perfons making fuch default in refpedt thereof; and that {t the whole quantity of tonnage 
regtired for private trade in any year, either In Great Baitain br the Lal Indigs, dial exceed the 


; whole 
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awhole quantity'td be provided for private trade, according to the uc intent and sion of 
the aét, in fach year refpedlively, in that cafe the whole of the tonnage provided fhall be impara 
tinlly diftributed amongft the parties requiting the fame, in proportion to the quantities {pecified 
in their refpe@tive nocices ; and that on every fuch occafion the faid difribution hall be madé 
with all convenient difpatch, and the quantity of tonnage appertaining to each of the perfous 
entitled thereto fhall be notified to them refpedtively by the faid fecretary or other proper officer 
in writing, feven clear days at the leaft antecedent to the day appointed for making the depofit, 
or giving fecurity for the {aid freight, in the manner before directed, 


XCV. That it thall be lawful for any perfons refiding in India, in the civil fervice of (aid 
Company, or by their licenfe, not being reftrifed by their covenants with faid Company, or 
otherwife {pecially prohibited by them or their governments in India from fo doing, and not 
being in any judicial or military capacity, to ag as commercial agents, managers, or confignee’, 
on tho behalf of*fuch perfons a8 thall think fit to employ them, as well in the difpofayof Any ex= ’ 
port goods, not thereby prohibited from being exported sby individuals, as in providing fuch'/ 
other kinds of goods as inay by law be dmpbrted by individuals into Great Britain on their pri 
vate account, without incurring any penalty or forfeiture in refpet thereof, any law or ftatute 
to the contrary c a . 


XCVL. That if tipon any reprefentation made to the Court of Directors of faid Company, by 
or on the behalf of any private traders, of the want of a fuflicient number of perfons in the Batt 
Indies, duly authorized and properly qualified to ad for them in the difpofal of their cargoes, 
and the purchafe and inveftments of goods in return for the fame, the faid Comt thal fail to licenfy 
a further number of perfons to refide in India in the gharaéter of free merchants, to the fitisfagt'on 
of the faid private traders, it fhall and may be lawful for the faid traders to reprefent the fume - 
to the Board of Commiffioners for the Aflaiis of India, and that the faid Court of DireAors fhall 
thereupon licenfe a proper and fufficient number of perfons to icfide at their fettlements in the 
Tat Indies, in the charaéter of free Meichants, withthe approbation of faid Board, ' 


XCVIL Provided alfo, That the officers and fervants of the faid Company, and all other Britith 
fubjes, during their refidence in India, nowithttanding their being employed to ad as agents, 
fadlora, or managers for private traders, fhall continue amenable and fubjett to the powers and 
authorities of faid Company and their Governments in India, in the like manner as if they had 
not fo néted, or had not been fo employed, 


XCVIU, That during all fuch timoas faid Company fhall be entitled to the faid exclufive 
trade, fubjed as aforefaid, it Shall not be lawful for any Britith fubjedt or fubjests in the fervice of 
the fald Company, or licenfed by them to go to or to live or continue in India, to refide in any 
other place than in one of the principal fettlements of faid Comp iny, or within ten miles of fach 
principal fetdlement, without the fpecial licente of faid Company, or of the Governor Geityal, 
ot Governors of fuch prinelpal fettlement, in writing, for that purpofe firlt bad and obtained 5 
nor fhall any fach Britith fabjeé or fubjeéts go to or continne beyond the limits afefuid for aay 


longer fpnce of time, or at any other time or tines rofpettively, than fhall be fpecified in 14 or 
D 


i a their 


\ 
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their Heenfe or order of leave ia that bohalf, on pain of being difinitfed the fervice of fiid Com: 
pany, and forfeiting ty faid Company fich wages, filavies, and alla vances a fhall he due hy: the 
faid Company to the perfon or perfins fo offending, and of his et their licen's or Hcenfes gone 


tinue or refide in India, 


XTX, And whereas, by virtue of the fhid AG made in the vinth year of King William the 
Third, fuid Company: ia entitled to receive a diny 0! five pounda tor every hundied pounds of the 
true and real vane of all goods, wares, ani moebandives of che prowtly produdl, or mavafituie 
of the Hatt (dics, or other parta within the liasity of their (aid exelutive trado, imported or branghe 

- into this kingdom in private tiade, cowards defraying certain charges in dhe, faid ack mention 
and fpeesfied : And whe exa fnid Company have, over and befides the faid duty of five pounds fer 
centum, bern accuf: med to charge and retain, for their own ufey after the rate of two ponnds por 
centum on the grofs fale amount of all goods, wares, and merelandiges imported anto this kingdom 

~ from the Fal Indies in private trade, in yecompence and fatsfadtiont for the charges and expences of 
unthipping and felling the fame, and otherwile in the ‘care and management Uiereol: Aid whereas, 
for the encouragement of the faid private trade, it iv deemed exped.ent dit the faid duty of five 
pounda per centum fhould be repented, and the faid charge of two yoouds per centum difo nein d 5 
and that the fuid Company fhould b> entitled co receive, ju Hew thera! refp ively to reeoms 
poufe them from the faid chaiges on private trade, after the sate of three pounggtor over hundred 
pounds on the true and ceil value ov grote fale amount of all goods imported from the Hal Indica 
in private trade, including the duties amd charges payable in refpect there fs Ie is further enacted, 
Chat, fom and atter the taf Mach eqgt, dae faid duty af five paunds per centaer granted by 
the faidl a€ Mall be repealed, add the faid charge of two pounds per ceatam difcontinued, and that 
in Hou thereof refpectively there fhall be sendend and paid to Cid Company, duriug their further 
torm by this act granted io the fhid exclave wade, wduty of allowance after the rte of tlitee 
pounds por rentum on tho grofs fale amount of all goods, wares, and merchandizes {ut ortud of 
brought into thiskingdom from the Eat Indies in private trade, including in fuch value or amount 
all dusies and charges payable in refpedt thereof, the fame to be paid by the owner thereoly or 
otherwife to be retained by thid Company out of the proceeds of fach goody in fiusfaction and 
ifcharge of the expences to be incurred by faid Company in the unfluppings voyages cartape, 
warchoufe-room, fortings lotting, aud fellmgy the fiid goods, or in any other manner concerning 
the fame, over and above the freight becoming due for the carringe thereof by virtue of the at; 
and that no other change, beyond the faid allowance of three pounds per coatan by this ad printed, 
Mall be made by {iid Company in refpest of the expences attending the fald private unde, the 
freight for the carriage thereof only and always excepted. 


C, That the fnid appeal thall not extend to releafe the payment of tlie faid duty of five pounds 
per centum or the faid charge of two pounds per centam on any zoods, wares, or merohandize which 
fhull be brouglit home and imported in any of the thips of the Cid Company, or in cheir fervice 
fror? China nor to affect any covenants or engagements now fablitting or hereafter to he madey hy 
orfberween the frid Company, or on their behalf, with the maflers and commanders of the Coms 
pany’s hips, or with any other of the officers or forvants of faid Company, in whatever employ 


meit or cupacity they may happen te be, but that all and every fach covenants and engagements 
‘ , thalt 
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“hall be; and beheld, deemed, and taken to he of the fame force and effect, to every intent and” 


purpofe, aa if the aét had not been mnde, the fud repeal, or any other matter or thing therein 
contained, to the contrary notwithRtanding. 

CI. And, for encouraging individuals to engage in the import trade of the feveral forts of raw 
materials herein-after {pecified, and alfo for fecming to manufacturers the means of furnithing 
themfelves therewith at tho faid fales, it is expedient that proper rules and regulations fhould be 
made for providing for fpeedy and frequent fales oF fuch materials, and in moderate lots; and for 
preventing, as far as may he, any undue preference being given in refpec cither of the mode or 
times of the making fale of any of the faid commoditics, as between the Company and individuals; 
or as between onc individual and another; it is enated, That it fhall and may be lawful for the 
Court of Direttors of faid Company to frame fuch rules and regulations for the future fales of all 
raw filk, fugar, cotton yarn, cotton wool, and other wool, tkins, dying woods and drugs, and 
other articles of raw material, imported cither in private trade or on faid Company's own account, 
as in their judgment Qhall appear heit adapted for the feveral purpofes aforefaid, and to lay the 
Same before the Board of Commiffioners for the Affairs of India, for their revifal and approbation ; 
and that the rules and regulations which fhall be fo framed and approved fhall be deemed and con~ 
fidered of the fame force asa bye law of faid Company, fubjeCeneverthelefs to fuch future revifion 
and alteration by# faid Court of Directors, with the approbation of fad Board, as circumfances 
require. 


GIL That all manner of goods tmported in private trade, as well raw materials as others, fhall 
be fecured in the Company's warchoufes, and fold openly and publicly by inch of candle, or by 
way of public audtion, and in no other manner, under the order and authority of the Court of Di. 
redtors of fhid Company, on the account of the proper owners thereof; and that when any of fuck 
goods thall be bought in by the owners, the whole confignments fo bought in fall and may be tes 


Ivered out to them with all convenicut fpeed after the fales thereof, upon payment of the freight, - 


duties, and other charges to which the fame fhall be lable, without the aétual payment of the 
grofs prices or file amount of the fald goods; and that the faid private trade, and the fales 
thereof, shall be in all refpeéts managed and conduéted according to the bye laws of faid Com. 
pany, made and provided for the management of the faid private trade, fave only and except as is 
otherwife diteed by the att, 


CII. 'That previous to the fhipping of any goods under the authority of the at, by private 
merchants or manufaGurers, the tame fliall be duly regiftered in books kept by faid Company for 
regillering private trade goods in which regittry fhill be deferibed the marks and numbers of cach 
bale or-packnge of goods (o shipped, and the amount of the tonnage of all the goods thipped by 
each merchant or manufadturer ; and an order or licenfe in writing fhall be given, under the hand 
of the proper officer of faid Company, for the fhipping of fach goods; aud all goods which shatt 
he thipped either in London or the Haft Indies,’ without being fo regiftered, fhall be confidered as 
goods illicitly thipped, and the fiid goods fhall be fubjed to fuch feizure and forfeiture and the 
owners, Shippers, and agents concerned therein, to fuch forfeitures and penalties, as any perfon 

la fall 


t 
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fha'l he fubjest to by fuv fur carrying on tiade to or from the Hatt Indies wishout fiid Com. 


quny'a licente, 


CIV, Thee all gouda, wares, and merchandizes, exported or imported by virwve of the aQ, by 
oron the account of any private merchants, cadeas, oF ober perform hall he fubjeét to the 
payment of the like rates, caftoms, and duties of import and expore, both in India and Creat 
Bikain, a8 the goods, wares, and merchandizes of the fame Kinds or forts, of and belonging to 
faid Company, are or thal be fubjeét or Hable wnt, and to no other sites, cuftoms, or dutics 
whatever, the aforefaid duty or allowance of three pounds fer certs, granted to faid Company 
for the purpofes aforefuid, always excepted, 


GV. That (aid Company fhall be wholly exempted from the claima of individuals in refpedt to 
any compenfation or fatisfakion which fuid Company might otherwife be liable to anfer or pay 
as carriers of goods, for any cubexzzlement, walle, lufes, or dansiges of any goods, wares, or 
merchandize, duting the thine of their being on bowrd the fhips of or employed by faid Company, 
or in any of their warchoutes in Citeat Belutn or India, or in cheie ceufic ¢o or dont fuck flips. 


CVI, ‘That che deeda of covenant, and other engagements mul fecuritics, made, given, or 
entered into hy any of the officers and fervants of Laid Company, enerafed by tiem with che 
cuttody, care, or management of goods, wares, and merchindizes, whether at fea or on fhore, for 
the duc exeention of the truft repofed in them, thall be deemed in Jaw to extend to nnd include ae 
well fuch goods, wares, and nicrchandize, a9 are the immediate property of fiid Company, ne 
fuch as are the property of individuals; and that all or any of the officers and fervanta of thid 
Company, fo by them enteutted, and all ather porfans having at amy time the cadlody of care of 
any fitch gooda, wares, or merchandiaes, by or Huough whofe meant, defiule, procurement, nee 
Jey or want of care, any embezzlement, walte, lof, or damage, dhalt or may arife or he ful. 
talneds hall be finble at law co anfwer for the fame in damages and cofs to the proper qwnere 
thereof; and that if fuch owners fhall be defirous of being availed of the benctit of any fuch deeds 
of covenant or eng igement, aod fall give fiich fecurity pr other indemnity to the Court of Di 
reflors uf faid Company, a6 fuid Court hall requite for fecaring faid Company, and keeping them 
indemnified from wt cots and damages in that behalf, it full bo lawful for the party. or parties 
aggrieved by any fich embezclement, walle, lof, or dannge, in his property, to fue upon any 
fuch deed, engagement, or fecurity, in the name of faid Company, and to take the full benefit of 
any yori. or judgment which fhall ha obtained or prononneed therein, and to iflue or award oxe- 
cution thereupon, any law or ufige to the contrary thereof” notwithlanting, 


+ CVIT, That for and during f long time as fiid Campany thall be entided to the exclufive trade 
and traffic in, to, and from the afl Indies, the clear profits aviting from the faid Cerritorial flcgtti« 
fitions and revenues in Indin fall be applied and difpofed of to and for the ufve and purpofes 
thercin exprelfed ; (that isto fay) in the firll plice, iv defraying ull the charger and expences of 
riifing and maintaining the forces, und of mmatutining the Jorts and garrifons there, and providing 
warlike ond naval Rows; (econdly, in payment of the interefl nceruing on the debts owing ; 
thirdly, 
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: thirdly, in defrdying the civil and commercial eftablifhiments of fuid Company at their feveral 


Settlements there + fourthly, that there fhall he ifftied to the tefpedtive Commercial Boards of the faid 
Company, at their feveral Prefidencies in India, in fuch proportions as the Court of Directors of the 
faid Company, with the approbation of the Board of Commiffioners for the aflaits of India, (hall 
direét, w fam of not lef than one crore of current rupees in every year, to be applied in the pro- 
yifton of the Company’s inveftment of goods in India, and in remittanees to China, for the pro- 
vifion of inveltmerit of goods there: And fifthly, that as often as any part of the faid debts fhall be 
redeemed or ifcharged in India, or transferred from thence to Great Britain, it fhatl and may be 
lawlal to and for faid Court of DireMors, with the confent of frid Board of Commifioners, to ine 
creafe the annual advancement to the fid Commercial Boards, for the provifion of inveftmenta in 
Tndia and China, in the fame extent to which the intereft of the debts in India thall be reduced by 
fach e&tinétion and transfers refpectively, if the trade of faid Company from India, and their re. 
miltances to China, hall admit of or require fuch increas: and after the appropriations aforefaid, 
or fumy fet apart fulicicat co anfver and make good the fhme, the furplus of the faid revenues fall 
bo applied to the liquidation of the debts of the faid Company in India, or to fuch other ufes and 
purpofes aa the Court of Directors, with the approbation of the Board of Commiftioners for tha 
affvira of India, fhall from etme to thme diredt, Pere: 


CVILL, And whereas fundiy debts, incurred in the defence and protestion of the Britihh poftel- 
fiona in Jndia, bearing interelt, are now du& and owing by faid Company there, amounting to 
foven crores of current supecsy or £47,000,090 flerllng, or thereabouts: and whereas it may bo 
convenient aud beneficial to the Company’s affairs, that the greater part of the faid debts thould 
bo transferred or romitted to and paid in Great Britnins and it is theretore expedient that proper 
encouragement should be given to the creditors of faid Company in India, to transfer and remit 
the fame accordingly : ‘U'hut it fall be lawful for the feveral Governments and Prefilencies in India 
to grant bills of exchange upon the Court of Direétors of fuld Company, payable in Great Britain, 
at fuch equitable rates of exchange as fhall be direMed or authorized by faid Court of Direors, 


“with the approbation of the faid Board of Commiflionors for the affairs of India, for the purpofes 


of transferring and remitting the faid debts, in manner aforefnid incurred by faid Company, to 
Great Britain, until the faid debts in India thall be redaced to a fum not exceeding to crores of 
current rupees, or £.2,000,000 flerling, and that the faid Court of Diseétors (hall be, and are by 
force and virtue of this AG, fully authorized and impowered to accept and difcharge fach bills of 
exchange accordingly, over and befides fuch other bills of exchange as fad Company could law~ 


fully accept and pay. 


CIX, ‘That if the eredttors of faid Company in India fhall decline to accept of fach bills of ex- 
change aa aforefnid in payment or difeharge of their faid refpective debts, or thall not accept the’ 
firme to the amount of £500,000 in any year, it thall be Iawful for the Governor General in 
Council of Fort William, in Bengal, or for the Governors in Council of the feveral Prefidencies of 
Foit St, George and Bombay refpectively, by the order amd authority of the faid Governor 
General in Council, to mile a fuflicient fim or fums whereby to make up a remittance for fach 
year to the amount by which the total of bills of exchange fo accepted hy the taid creditors fhall 


fall thort of the faid fum of £.500,000 by Joans of and from avy other perfons willing to advance 
the 
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the fame upon the credit of bitls of exchange to be drawa by them upon the faid Court of DireQors, 
at fach equitable rates of exchange ae fhall be authorized and direéted in die manner hofore.men. 
tioned ; and that the money fo raifed in India thall forthwith, upon payment thereof into the pro- 
por tenfury there, ho iMfued and appled towards the liquidation and difcharge of the fhid debts of 
the faid Company in India, 


CX, That nothing thal! extend to authoriye any of the governments in India to grant bills of 
exchange for the purpofe of transferring or remitting the faid debte from Indin to Great Britta, 
to become due and payable within one year, exceeding the fam of £.500,000, unlefy by the fpectal 
order ofthe Court of DireQora of faid Company, firft had and obtained. 


CXL 'That during the continuanco of the exclufive trde to faid Company the net proceeds of 
their fales of gooda nt home, with the dutica and allowances arifing by private trade, and all other 
profits of faid Company in Great Britain, after providing for the payment of billy of exchange 
alreaily accepted by fuid Company, as the fame fhall become due, aud for the current paymenta of 
other debts, intored, and other outgoings, charges, and espences of fild Company, (their bond 
debg always excepted), fhall be applied and difpofed of in the following manners fir, in payment 
of ndividend, after the rate of £10 per cont, per ann. on the prefent or any future amount of the 
capital ftock of faid Company, the firft half year’s ge yment thereof to commence and be made at 
Midfummer 1793s Secondly, in payment of £.400,000 per annum, tho fame to be fet apart on 
the firft day of March and the firft day of September half yearly, in equal portions, and applied ia 
difehargo of bills of exchange drawn or to be drawn in India, for the tranafer or remittance of the 
debis of frid Company from thence to Great Britain, for tho diminution of fieh debta, undl the 
fame fhall be reduced to two crores of current rupeca, or £:2,000,000 Merling + "Mhirdly, in pay. 
ment ofa fim not exceeding £°.900,000 in every year, into the recetpt of hie Majeity’s exchequer, 
to be applied as Parliament thall direé, the fame to be fet apart for that purpofe on the fut day of 
July and the fir day of January in every year, by equal portions, and the fir hall-yenrly paynent 
thereof to be made or accounted due on the fir day of July 1793 5 and if the finda thall prove ine 
fuicient in any year to fatinfy fach laft-mentioned paymenty into hia Majelty’s exchequer, that then 
and in evély fuch cafe the fame fhall he made goud, except as fa otherwile fecially provi ‘ed, out 
of any furplus which may remain (rom the fuid net proceeds in any fubfeqnent yerr, after the pay. 
ment of the annual fum of £, 500,000 into the receipt of his Majelty’s exchequer becoming due in 
each year refpectively : And that until che find debts in India fhall be seduced to the faid amount 
of two crores of current rupees, ar £.2,900,000 ferling, the ultimate furplus which Mhail remain 
of the faid net proceeds, after fuch payments chereout made us aforefaid, fhall and may be from 

_ time to time fut apart and applied in augmentation of the fhid fund or annual fam af £500,000 a 
year, hereby appropriated for the redngtion of the faid debta in India, in and for the redu@ion 
thereof, by the difcharge of any further bills of exchange to be drawn from thence, either for the 
tranafer and remittance thereof to Great Britain, or for loans of incney to be borrowed on the 
credit of any bills of exchange which hall be granted by the order of the Court of Dire“ors, to 
any grentet amount than is hercin-before limited or direded in that behalf; or otherwife it fhalt 
be lawful for the faid Court of 1iredtors to apply any part of the fiid ultimate furplus of the faid 
net proceeds inthe payment of any debts of the faid Company in Great Britain, (the fald bond 

debe 
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Webt of £.1,$00,900 only cxcepted), orto the purch fe of any goods, wares, or otlier merchandize, * 
to be difpofed of in India or China, and to appropriate the produce thereof in and towards the 
more fpeedy diminution of the faid debts in India: And that when and fo foon as the fid debte 
in India fall have been reduced to the amount herein before limited in refpe thereof, and the 
bond debt in Great Britain to £.1,500,000, the furplus of the fait net procecds, after providing 
for the current payments of intercit, and other outgoings, charges, and expences of the faid Come 
pany, and of a dividend after the faid rate of £.10 per cent.*per ann, on the iaid pital flock, and 
the fiud annuat fam of £.500,000 to be paid into the exchequer, and after making good all tormer 
deficiencies in the {aid annual payments, otherwife than aa is provided by this AQ, fhall be applied 
and difpofed of in manner following; (that is to fay), one fixth part of the faid farplus, computed 
and adjufted to the firft day of March in every year, fhall be referved and retained by the faid 
Company, for their own ufe, and applied in augmentat on of the diy dends on their faid capital 
flo; und that the refidue of the faid furplus fhall be fet aparty and from time to time paid by fiid 
Company, into the Bank of England, within the firft week in April in each year, to be there 
placed’ to the account of the Commiffioners appointed by an Agt ofthe 26th year of hie Majetty’s, 
reign, intituled, * An AQ for vetting certain Sums in Commiffionets, at the End of every Quarter 
of a Yent, to be by them applied in the Redudtion of the National Debt,” until the monies fo paid,, 
together with the fuma arifing by the growing interctt thereof, thall have amounted to £.12,000,0c0 
flerling s and that, trom and after {helt payments, togetlivr with the money fo arifing by the fuid 
growing intercft, fhall have amounted to the fhld fain of £.12,000,000 fleiling, the faid furplus 
fhall be from time to time paid into thd recipt of his Majelly’s exchequer, and be there placed to: 
the account of the confolidated fund, as the property ef the public in full right. 


CRIT. That if the deta of faid Company in India, after tho fame shall have been reduced to: 
two crores of current rupecs, or f'.2,000,0G0 fterling, fhall bo again incieafed beyond that amount, 
or if their bond debt in Great Britain, after the fame thall have been reduced to £1, 500,000, 
fhall be again increafed beyond that fum, then, and fo often as either of thofe cafes hall happen, 
tho like appropriations as aro hereinbefore direéted to be made for the reduétion of the faid prefeny 
debts fhall again take place and bo madgfor the reduétion of the faid new debts refpeAively, 


CXIV, That when and after the monies paid by faid United Company to the Governor and’ 
Company of the Bank, together with the monies received for dividends on the capital flock of 
annuities purchafed therewith, and with the proceeds thereof, fha!l have amounted to £+12,000,0007 
ftorling, the dividends of the faid capital tock of annuities fhall, in preference to any other difpo~ 
fition theregf, he fubjec and liable to make good to taid United Company, for and daring all fueln 
time aa thcy fhall continue to trade with a joint flock, any deficicney or deficiencies in their own , 
fonde applicable to the paymont of the fuid divid nd of (Z.10 per cent. per ann, on the capitals 
ftock of the faid United Company, if any fuch deficiency thall happen in fach payment or pay~ 
ments; and that when there fhall be no fuck deficiency, or, being fuch, after the fame thal be 
made good out of the fuid dividends, fact dividends, or the furplus thereof, thall be deemed to: 
he the property of the public, and thal! be paid, when and as often asthe fame thal arife, by the 
fuid Governor and Company of the Bank of England into the receipt of the exchequer, and be there: 
cautied to the account of the confulidated fund, 

CXN.. 
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CXV. "That the capital tock of annuites wherein the frid fam of £. 12,000,060 Retling fhall be ine 
vefted, fhall be decmed and confidered asa guarantee fund for the hetter fecuing te Mid United Com. 
pany thelr faid capital flock, or the value thereof, fuch value being always computed for that purpofe 
after the rae of £.200 forevery /.100 of fuch capital flock ; and that if, atthe time ofthe right and 
title of faid United Company to the faid whole, fole, and exclufive tule (limited a9 aforefnid) bes 
coming determined, their own funds and affets, real and perfonal, fhull by infullicient to pay and 
fitisly all cheirjuit debts, and to makd good to faid Company thety faid capital ftuck, or the value 
thereof, computing the fame after the rate of £.200 for every £100 of the faid lock, that then the 
{aid capital Rock of Annuitics, or guarantee fund, fhall be deemed and confidered, aa far aa the fime 
fhall or may extend fr that purpofe, to be ia the firk place, and before any other application there. 
of, fubject and liable to make good to faid Company, and their creditors, the deficiency fo arifing 
in their own funds and effects for the purpofe aforefuid ; and that the faid capital Lock of annuitics, 
or the furplus thereof, after making good fuch deliciency fhall cemain as a guarantee fund for the 
hetter fecuring the capital ftock of the faid United Company, or the value thereof, rating the fame 
as aforefnid, alt r fuch determination of their whole, foley and exclufive nade, for fo long time ag 
they fhall continue to trade with a joint lock, and fubjeg thereto ; and after making good all fuch 
deficiencies, that the fnid capital tock of Annuities, or fo much thereof ay fall then remain, that 
he and he deemed the property of the public. : 


CXVE That, from and after any money fhall be paid by faid United Company to the faid 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England, an account fall be made to tho Int day of Janu. 
ary in every year, by the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, of all fume which fhall 
have been paid to them by the faid United Company, or curried into their books on account of the 
faid commiffioners, ander or by virtue of this aél, and alfo of all fume of capital flock of annuities, 
which in purfaance hereof Mall baye bean purchafed in the names of the frid commifioners, with the 
interefl accring thereupon, and of the application of the fume xefpectively ; which account the 
fuid Governor and Company of the Bank of England are hereby required ¢o lay before b. th Houfes 
of Parliament, on or before the rgth of February immediately following, if Parliament fholl be then 
fitting, and if Parliament thal! not then be fitting, then wihin fourteen days alter the commences 
ment of ygpthen next Seftion of Pailiament, 


’ . 
CXIX, ‘That fhid United Company and their fucceflors fhall be direéted and required to pay 
“fnto the receipe of his Majefty’s Mxchequer, and into the Rank of England, the feveral and refpece 
tive fams of money to be paid by them, at or within the times, and in the manner and form afore. 
faid, and iffaid United Company or their fucceffors fhall make failure in any payment hereby ap- 
pointed to be made by them into the faid Receipt of ihe Iexchequer, or into the Bank of England, 
according to the tenor and true meaning hereof, that then and in fuch cafe the money whereof fuch 
fallure in payment fhall be made, fhall and may be recovered from faid United Company and their 
fucceflurs, to his Majefty’s ule, by action of debt, &c.; in which action, &e, it thall he Sawful to de« 
clare that the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Katt Indies are indebted to 
his Majefty in the monies of which they thall have made detault in payment, and have not paid the 
fame, which declaration thall he fullicient ; and in or upon fuch Aion, &e. there fhall be further 
recovered for his Majefty's ufe, againit the faid Company and their theceftars, damuges, after the 
1 : mic 
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rato of Lrg percents per ann, for the refpeAive monics fo unpaid, together with full cofte of fait 
and {aid United Company and their fic ceflors, and all their ftock and fonds, and all other their reat 
and perfonal property and eftate, lands and tenements, whatever and wherever, fall be Hable to the 
payment of the fiid manics and damages, with the full cofts of suit, 

CXXI, That ifthe making payment of any fum or fume into the Receipt of the Exchequer, or 
inta the Bank of Kngland, respectively, at or within the time or times appointed for that purpofe, will 
he attended with ovaterial inconvenience to frid Lompany, then and in every fuch cafe the Court 
of Diredors of faid Company are hereby required to reprefent the fame, and the cireumftances there- 
of, to the Tigh Treafurer or Commifiioners of the }senfury for the time being, who fhalf forth. 
with examine into and confider of fuch reprefentation ; and if he or the, fhall fee canfe, to poft- 
pone ar fafpend the payment of the fam for fach reafonable time, and upon fuch terms and con. 
ditions as to him or them fhall appear renfonable and oxpedient. 


CRAM, That if it Mall happen that, by any extraordinary expences incurred in time of war, or 
preparations for war, or from circumttances incidental to war, the aforefaid net proceeds {hall fall 
fort (after payment or provifion made for the {aid dividend of £410 per cent, and the faid £500,000 
per ann fer the reduétion of che faid debt in India) of making payment to the Exchequer of the 
faid £'.500,000 pr ann, for the ufe of the public, then, and fo often as the fame fhall happen, the 
deficiency or deficiencies in the (uid latt-mentioned payments thall not be made good out of the firs 
plu of any future year or years, to impede the accumulation of the faid guarantee fund, not exe 
ecedling £.12,000,000 payable into the Exchequer, but that the amount of all deficiencies fo hap- 
pening and ocenfioned fhall be deemed asa debt, to be made good to the public upon the deter. 
mination of the exclufive trade of the fait Company, in the event only of their general affets, con. 
filing of monies in their treafurics, fecurities for money, fhips, goods, wares and merchandize, and 
other their live and dead Nock, producing or amdunting in value to more than fiflicient for the pay- 
ment of all the jult debts of faid Company, and of making good to said Company the value of their 
enpital flock, rated at £.200 for every £100 of fuch ftock ; but that after payment or proyifion 
made for the faid debis and capital Cock as aforefaid, the firplis or excels of the faid Moral aflets 
fhall be applied in the making good the amount of the faid deficiencies as far as the fame will ex- 
tend, in preference to any other application thereof, 


CXXLU, That the appropriation made of the clear profits of the faid territorial acquifitions and 
revennes in India, fhall not extend, to prejudice or afeg the rights of the public, of of (aid United 
Company, refpecting the faid territorial acquifitions and revenues, beyond the farther term to the 
faid United Company, under the limitations thereof, in the fole and oxctufive trade in the Batt 
Indies, and parts afurefaid. 


CXXIV. And whereas, by an account heretofore made up by fiid Company, of the profite of 
their trade and revenues, to the rt of March 1781, there remained, after payment of a fum of 
m £yrojcea 
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{£400,000 to the public, in purfusnce of an agreement for that purpofe, the principal fum of 
f.280,025. 175, fed. which fum the Company were, by a cluufe contained in the faid in part 
recited AA authorized to apply in the payment of dividends to the proprivtons of the capital Nock 
of the faid Company, in the made fpecified in the (ald As And whereas fild Company have not 
ag yet made any dividend of che fuid principal fum, but have kept the fame, or the greater pare 
thereof, employed in their trading capital fuering the iatere@ co accumulate thereon, che fiid prin 
cipal and intereft forming n diftingt article in the annoal cath accounts of the Gud Company, under 
the head of The Company's Separate Lund, avd amountings on the 1 of March 1793, to the fom 
of £1467:896. 7a. 4d. over and above £.9,7¢0 capital flock of taid Company, alfo part of the fhid 
fepardte fund + And whereas, under the prefent circumftances of {aid Company, their true and por- 
| Mancnt interefts will be better fecured and advanced by limiting the diftribution of the faid fepa. 
rate fund, in tho manner hereinafter fpecified than hy fuddenly calling the whole, or any large 
proportion thereof from their (aid trading capital: Bo it enaét.d, That the {nid feparate find, or 
the monies conftitueing the fame, fhalt continue in the hands of faid Company bearing intereft, 
and be employed in their trade, fubject to the payment of fach dividenda as are hercin-nfter (pect. 
fied; and that the fuid foparate fund, with the growing interet thereof, fall and may be divided 
aud diftvibuted jn the manner therein-alter mentioned, and in no other manner wherever, any fora 
met A& or Ade to the contrary nowwithfanding ; (that is to fay), ‘That atter payment fhall be 
made by faid Company into his Majefty’s Exchequer of the two firtt inttallments of £.250,000 
tach, which by force and virtue of this AG will become due frou frid Company co the public, on 
the 1 of July 1793, and the rt of January 1794, refpedlively, or otherwife after fetting apart 4 
foflicient fum for fuch payments, it fhall and may be huvful for faid Company, out of the faid 
Separate fund, and the intereft or growing income thereof, to make and declate a dividend or divi- 
dends after the rate of toa, per cent, pre anne on the prefent or any future amount of their capital 
flock, which {aid dividend or dividends finll and may be paid and payable to frid Company, over 
and above any other dividend or dividends which thall become due in refpedt thereof; and that 
after the expiration of the further term hereby granted in the fnid exctufive trade, fe fall and may 
be lawful for fhid Company to retain and difpofe of what fhall then remain of the faid feparate 
fund; or the monies conftituting the fame, and che intereft or other annual procecda theicof, in fuch 
manner as they Shall then think fic. 


CXXVI. That the Court of Direors of faid Company hall, within the firt fourteen fitting 
days next after the goth day of March in every year, lay before both Toutes of Parliament an ace 
count, made up according to the {ntett advices which tha'l have been received, and with as much 
accuracy a3 the nature of the cafe will admit, of the annual produce of the revenues of the Britifh 
territories in Thdin, diftinguifhing the fame under the refpedlive heads thereof nt cach of their feve. 
tal Prefidencies or feitlements, with the amount of their files of goods and flores within the limite 
"of their exclufive trade, and of all their annual difburfementa within the foid limits, difingulfhing 
the fame under the refpective heads thereof, together with the Iatefl cttimate of the fame 5 and alfo 
the amount of their debts abroad, with the rates of interct they refpedtively carry, and the annual 
amount of fuch intereft, &c, &e. 


CXXVIM, 


APPENDIX, gt 


CXRVIIL That from the 24th of December 1792, all fums iffhed by the faid Paymatter Gene» 
ral of hia Mujefy’s forces, for and on account of his Majelty’s forces ferving in India, or for raifing 
and fopplying recruits for the fame, thall be repaid by faid Company 5 and that the adual expences 
only which fince the faid ayth of December 1792, have been, or which hereafter fhall be in- 
curred fur the fupport and maintenance of the faid troops, fhall be bome and defrayed by fail 
Company. ‘ 


CXXIX, And whereas various ftatutes have been heretofore made for fecuring to faid United 
Company their fole and exclufive right of trading to the Fatt Indies, and-parts aforefnid, during 
the continuance of fach fole and exclufive right, and to reftrain all illicit and clandeftine trade to, 
in, and from the Laft Indies, and pasts aforefaid ; And whereas the limitations and provifions in 
this Aé contained, concerning the future condudl of tho faid trade, require that fome alterations * 
fhould be made in the faid flatutes; and it may be convenient that fuch provifions as thal be deem~ 
ed neceflary for fecuring to faid Company the full benefit of fuch fole and exclafive right (fub- 
je&t to the provifions and limitations contained in the Act) and for reftratning all clandeftine and 


. illicit trade in, to, and from the Enft Indjea, and parts aforefaid, fhould be reduced into one A 


of Parliament: It is enated, That if any of the fubjecte of his Majefty, his heira or fucceffors, of 
or belonging to Great Britain, or the iflands of Guernfey, Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, or 


“Faro Ifles, orto any of his Majelty’s colonies, iflands, or planiations in America or the Weft Indies, 


other than fuch as by faid United Company fhall be licenfed, or otherwife thereunto lawfully aus 
thorized, fhall at any time before fuch determination of the faid Company’s whole and fole trade ay 
is herein before limited, direGly or indiredlly fail to, vifit, haunt, frequent, trade, traffick, or ad- 
venture toy in, or from the faid Eat Indies, or other parts herein-hefore mentioned, contrary to the 
limitations and provifions of the Ag, or the trac intent or meaning thereof, all and every fuch 
offender or offenders fhall incur the forfeiture and lofs of all the fhips and vefféls belonging to or 
employed by fach fubjedla refpeGively, with the guns, tackle, apparel, and furniture thereunto 
belonging, and alfo all the goods and merchandize laden thereupon, or which were or half be fenty 
acquired, traded, trafticked, or adventared within the faid Eaft Indies, or parts aforefaid, and all 
the proceeds aud effects of fuch goods and merchandize, and double the value thereof (to wit) oné 
fourth part of fuch forfeiture to fich perfon or perfons who fhall {eize, inform, or fue for the fame, 
and the other three fourth parts thereof to the ufe of faid United Company, they defraying there» 
out the charges of profecution. 


CXXX, That all and every fubje and fibje&s of his Majetty, his heirs or facceffors, of ot 
belonging to Great Britain, or the iflands, colonies, or plantations aforefaid, or any of them, 
who fhall at any time or times, before fuch determination of faid United Company’s whole and fole 
trade na is hevein-before limited, go, fail, or repair to the faid Katt Indies, or parts aforefaid, 
againtt any of the provifions of the Aa, thal! be deemed and accounted to have unlawfully traded and 
traflicked there, and all the fhips, goods, and merchandize which fall be employed therein, or 
found in his‘or their cuftody, or in the cuflody of any other perfon or perfons by his or their em- 
ployment, order, or procurement, fhall and may be feized, and fall be forfeited, with double the 
value thereof, one fourth of which forfeiture fhall belong to the perfon or perfons who fhall feize, 
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inform, or fue for the fame, and three fourths thereof thall he to the afe of fall United Company, 
they thereout defraying the charges af profecttion, : ; 


GXXXL That if any tubjed or fabjecls of hia Majolly, his heirs or fuecefors, of or belonging 
to Great Britain, orany of the iflands, colonics, or plantations aforefaid, net being buvfully licen. 
fed or authorized, fhall at any time or times before (uch determinaion of faid Company’s whale 
and fole trade, as is therein-before limited, direly or indirectly go, fail, or repair to, or be 
found in the Ratt Indies, or any of the parts aforefiid, all and every fuch perfon and: perfons are 
therehy declared to be guilty of a bigh crime and mifdemeanor, and being convicted thereof Mall 
he liable to fach fine or impiifonment, or both fine and imprifonment, as the court ia which fuch 
perfon of perfons thatl be convidled fhall chink fit; and ia cafe of a fine, one moiety thereof thall 
belong to his Majefty, his heirs or fucceflors, and the other moiety thercof to frid United Com. 
pany, if they fall proccute the faid offence, or otherwife fuch moiety Mall be to the ufe of fuch 
perfon or perfons as fhall profecute the fame. : 

CXXXIL, That at any time or times, before fuch determination of fuid Company’s who'e and 
fole trade as is herein-hefore limited, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid Company and 
their fucceffors, by and through fach perfon or pei fons as is and are hereafter mentioned, (a take, 
arreft, and feize, or caufe to be taken, arrefled, and feized, at any place or places within the Matt 
Tndies, or parts aforefaid, all and every perfon and perfons, being a fubjec or fubjeds of his Ma. 
jetty, his heirs or fucceftors, of or belonging to Great Britain, or to any of the iflands, colonics, 
or phintations aforefuid, who thall go, fail, or repair to, or bey or be found within the faid Hak 
Indice or parte aforefaid, again any of the provifions of the Ad, and him or them to remit and 
fond or bring to England, there to anfiver for his, her, or thelr office according to duc courte of 
Taw 5 and when fuch perfon or perfons thall arrive in Mnglan, fe thal) and may be lawful to and 
for any one or moro of his Majcfly’s juftices of the peace, and he and they are thereby nuthorized 
and required to commit all and every fach perfor or perfons to the noxt county gaol, there to re 
main antl foflicient fecurity be given, by natural-born fubjecta or denizens, for the appearance of 
fuch perfon or perfons in the court in which he or dey thall or may be fued or profecuced, ox fhall 
bo under adual profcoution in sefpedt of fach his or thelr ofience, and for his ox ches not going 
out of court, or out of the kingdom, without the leave of fuch court. 


CXXXIIL "That the powers and authorities thereby giver to fuid Company, of taking, arrett« 
ing, feizing, remitting, or fending to Fngland, any fuch perfon or perfons as aforcfuid, together 
with the power of feizing any thips, veflels, goods, merchandize, and efleély by the AQ mado, 
linble to feizure or forfeiture, fhall and may be enforced wid put in execution in the name of faid 
Company, by the order and authority of the Governor General of Fort Willinm in Bengal, or the 
Governor General of Nort St.George, and Governor of Bombay for the time being refpedtively, 
ox by any chief officer of fid Company, refident at any other of the Britith fetdlementsin the Katt 
Indids refpedively, or by the order and authority of the faid Company's Couneil of Supra Cargocs 
for the time being, at the town or factory of Canton, within the faid (own or fadtory, and upon the 
river of Canton, or other part of the coals of China, sad by fuch other perfons ay thall be from 

time 


APPENDIX 93 


fie to tlre efecinlly deputed and authorized for that purpofs by the Court of Diredtors of (nid 
United Company forthe time being. 


CXXXIV. That during fuch time as faid Company fhall have fuch whole and fole trade as afore. 
faid, if any perfon or perfons who fhall have been difimiffed from, or fhalt have voluntarily refign- 
ed the fetbice of fuid Company, or any free merchant, free mariner, or other perfon whofe coves 
nants or agreements with faid Company thall he expired or have ceafed, or whofe ficen’e to go toy 
or trafick, trade, or refide within the faid Raft Indics, or parts aforefaid, Mall have ceafed and 
determined, (hall be orhe found in the Fatt Indies, or parta aforefaid, after the expiration of fuch 
time aa fhall be alloned hy the refpective Governments or Prefidencies in India, wherein fach per- 
fon or perfons hall be or he found, every fuch perfon and perfons thall be deemed:and taken, to all 
intents and purpofea whatever, to have unlawfully traded in the faid parts and limits contrary to this 
A&, and thall be fabjeét to all the penaltics, forfeitures, and provifions of this Ad, againt per 
tong unlawfully going to, or traficking, trading, or adventuring, or found in any place within the 
faid parts and limits accordingly. 

CXXXV, That all the goods, merchandize, treafure, and éffects; which fhall at any time or tines, 
before fuch determination of faid Company’s whole and fole trade as aforefaid, be thipped or put 
en board any fhip or fhips, or veffel or veflels, bound from Great Britain to the Fatt Indies, or the 
parte aforefald (other than and except the goods, merchandize, treafure, and effeds of faid Com. 
pany, or of other perfons lawfully thipping the fame, under the limitations and provifions of the 
Adt, and according to the true intent and meaning of the fame, and except the naval ftores, pro- 
vifiona, aud neceffaries for fach fhip or Ahips to perform their voyage)s as alfo all and every the 
goods, merchandize, treafure and cfleAa, which Quill from and after the time aforefaid be taken out 
of any fuch fhip or veflel in her voyage homeward from the Eaft Indics, or parts aforefnid, to Eng. 
land, before her arrival there, the fame and every of them fhall be forfeited, together with double the - 
value thereof, and fhall and may be feized ; and the matter or commander, or other oflicers of fuch 
fhip or fhips, vetlel or veffels, for the time being, knowingly permitting or faffering any fuch 
goods, merchandize, treafure, or effedis, to be fhipped or put on board any fuch fiip or fhips fy 
“bound to the Enft Indies, or to be taken out of any fuch thip or thips bound from the Enit Indies, 
or parts xforefaid, to Tngland, fhall forfeit, for every fuch offence, the fum of £.1000, and more- 
over thall not be entitled to have, demand, or receive any wages whatfoever, nor thall the fhid 
Company he obliged, or compelied or compellable to pay any wages to, or to the ule or upon the 
atcount of any fiuch mafter, commander, or ofticer, for or in refpeet of the voyage fo made or to be 
made by fuch matter, commander, or officer; hut if fach thip thall have been tken up by faid 
Company by charter party or hire, then the faid Company fhall have an allowance or dedudion, 
in refpedt of the faid wages, to the full amount thereof, out of the monies payable by them to the 
owner or owners of the fhip to which fuch matter or officer fhall belong, for the hire or freight 
thereof s and every fuch maller or officer who fhall be convicted of fuch offence, thall be rendered 
fnenpable of again aQing in the fervice cf the faid Company in any capacity whatever, , 
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CEXXVI That no perfon being a fubjedt of his Majelty, his heirs of fuccetofs, of or holange 
ing to Great Brita ny or any of the ifands, colonics: or plantations atorefaid, (hall y rome, folicit 
for, Obtain, ar act under any commiflion, authority, ar pale from any fireiyn prince, flato, or 
potentate whatfoever, to fail, ga, or trade in ov to the fuid Malt Jndiew or any of the parts afvres 
faids and every {ch perfon who hall offend therein hall incur and forfeit for every offence £, 500, 
one half part of which penalty fhall belong to fuch perfun or perfons aa fall intorm or the for the 
fame. and the other haif to faid United Company, and if fhid United Company (hall inform or fhe 
for the fume, then the whole of the faid penalty thall belong to faid Company, 


CXXKVIL ‘That it thall not be lawful for any Govemor General, or Governor, or any Mem. 
ber of Council of the faid Prefidencics in Indin, to be concerned in any trade or traflick whatever, 
except on account of frid Company, nor for any colleGor, fupervifor, or other petfon employed 
orconcemed in the colleAion of the revenues, or the adminiftration of julllce, in the provinces of 
Rengal, Bahar, and Orifla, or either of them, or their agents or fervanta, or any perfon or perfons 
in trifl for them or any of them, to carry on or be concerned in or to have nny dealings or tranf 

‘ydtions, by way of unflick or trade, at any place within any of the provinces in Lndia, or other 
parts, or to buy any goods, and cil the fame again, or my part thereat, at the place where he or 
they bonght the fame, or at any other place within the fame province, or any other fuch province 
01 country refpedtively, except on account of faid Company 3 nor fhall iu be dawlal for any of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature to be concerned in any trade or uraflick whatever 5 nor 
hall it be lawful for any of hia Majefty’s fubjedid in the faid provinces to cng ize, intermeddle, or 
be in anywile concerned, directly or indiredtlys in the inland trade in faly beetle nut, tobacco, or 
tice, except on the account of fuid Company, or with their permiftion, on pain of forfeiting all fuch 
goods orcommodittes which they, or any of them, fhall fo buy and fell again, by way of traflick, 
orin which any of them flnll fo trade, and alfo treb'e the value thercol, one moiety co fald United 
Company, and the other moiety to him or them who will fue for the fumes 


CEXXVIL, ‘hat hefore fuch determination of faid United Company's fole and whole trade as 
is therein-before limited, it fhutl not be lawful for any fobject of hia Majetty, his heirs qv fucceflore, 
of or belonging to Great Hrituiny or any of the iflands, colonica, or plantutions aforcfaid, either in 
his own name or in the name of any other perfon or perfons whatever, to carry on or be concerned, 
at his or their own rifque, or for his or their own benefit, in che fending any kind of goods and 
merchandiz-s, the produce or manufaeture of the afl Indica or Chinn, by the way of Suez, or by 
any other channel to Murope, otherwife than as is allowed os provided by the AG, and if any fuch 
fabje& thall carry on or ba concerned in any fach trade or traffick on his awn account, contrary 
hereto, he fhall forfeit and pay to faid United Company double the value of the goods and mer 
chandizes which thall by him or them be fo unlawfully fent to Europe, 


CXXXIX. ‘That the faid Iat-mentioned reflriGton fhall not extend to preclude any of the fers 
vants of the faid United Company (other than fuch of them as fhall or may be specially prohibited 
by any law or fatute, or by any order of {aid Company, or thelr Governmenta abroad, and other 


than and in rofpe& of the inland trade in fale, beetle nut, tobacco, and rice), or any free mers 
chants 
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chants licenfed By faid Company to refide in India, or other parts within their ald lintte, from 
buying any goods in India, and felling the fame again in India to the fubjedis of any foreign nation 
or itnte, or from dling as agents or factors in the importing or exporting, buying or felling goods 
ip India, for or on the account dona fide of any forcign company or any foreign merchant, 


CX, hat all penatties, forfeitures, feizurea, caufes of feizure, crimes, mifdemeanors, and, 
other offences, which thall arife, or be incurred or made under, or committed again this Ag, 
fhall be fued for, profecuted, examined, recovered, and adjudged in any of his Majefty's Courts 
of Record at Wellmintter, of in the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fore William in Bengal, or in 
one of the Mayor's Courts at Madras or Bombay refpeclively, in manner following ; {that is to fay) 
all fuck pecuniary penaltics, and all forfeitures of thips, vellels, merchandize, and goods, fhall and 
may be fied for, condemned, and recovered by nttion, bill, fait, or information, wherein no 
efloin, protection, wager of law, of more than one imparlance shall be granted or allowed ; gnd all 
fuch feizures, whether of any perfon or of any ships, vellels, merchandizes, and goods, and all caufes 
of fuch feizure, fhall Le cognizable in fuch adtions, fuits, or piofecutiona, as thall bring into 
quettion, or relate to the lawfaluefs or regularity of any fach feizure; and all fuch offences as by 
the Act are not made punithable by pecuniary ponaltics, or by any forfeitures of goods, but by fine 
or imprifonment, or bath, or are thereby created, without providing any particular punithment, fhatl 
be profecuted by indiG@ment or information as mifdemeanors, for breach thereof, and fhall be punifhest 
by fine or imprifonineut, or both, at the diferetion of the court in which fuch profecution fhall by 
virtue of that At be begun and carried on; and if fuch profecution fora mifdemennor fhall be in 
any of tho faid Courts in tho Hatt Indies, and the perfon or perfons profecu'ed fhall he there con- 
vied, it thall be lawful for fuch Court to order, aa part or for the whole of the punifament, any 
fuch perfon or perfono to be fent and conveyed to Great Britain, ; 

CXLL ‘That whenever any aMion Mall be brought or profecuted in any of his Majefty’s Courts 
of Record at Weltminfler, for any offence againft the A@, whether for a penalty, forfeiture, or 
mifdemeanor, the offence fhall bp Inid or alledged to have been committed in the gity of London 
or county of Middlefex, at the option of the informer or profecutor ; and all aétions, &c. for any 
offence or offences againit the A&, whether filed, brought, commenced, or profecuted for a penalty 
or forfeltaic, or for a mifdemeanor, in any of his Majefy’s Courts of Record at Wellmiatter, or 
in the fuid Supreme Court, or any fuch Mayor's Court us aforefald, fhall be brought and profecut- 
ed within fix yours next after the offence fall be committed, and a capias thall ite in the firtt 
procefs, and in the cafo of an offence hereby made punithable by any penalty or forfeiture, foch 
capias (hall {pecify the fum of the penalty or forfeiture fued for, and the perfon or perfons {a d ot 
profecuted for fach penalty thall, on fuch eapias, give to the perfon or petfons to whom fuch capias 
fall be diredled, fuflicient bail or fecurity, by natural-born fubjeds or denizens, for appearing in 
the Court out of which fuch capas (hall iffve, at the day or return of fush wait, to anfver fuch 
fuit or profecution, and thall likewife, at the time of fuch appearance, give fuilicient bail or fecu« 
rity, by fach perfons aforefatd, in the fame Court, to anfiver and pay all the for feitures and penal- 
ties fied for, if he, the, or they fhall be convided of fuch offence or off.nces, or to yield his, hoy 
o1 their body or bodies to prifons but if the profecution thall be for any offence or offenccs againft 
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the AQ, punifiable only as a miflemeanor, then the perfon or perfong again whom fuch capéer 
fhall ihe, being thereupon arretted, shall be inyprifoned and balable according to law, as in other ” 
cafes of mildemeanor, 


UXLIL And, for more efeQually preventing all fich iMegal or clandefline trading or trafick. 
ingyav is hereby made punithable by the forfeiture of goods or merchandizes s und in fect of the 
difficulty there may be of alvertaining what goods and merchandizes have been fo illegally or clan. 
dettinely teaflicked with, and the value thereof; and for fecuring to the Crown the dutica on the 
goods fo illegally traficked with, and to the faid United Company a re paralion by way of damagta, 
for fiuch iegal or clandefline trading 5 it is further ena@ed, ‘Chat it thatl be lawful for hia Majelly’s 
Atorney General, cither at the relation of faid United Company, orhy bis avn authority, to ex. 
hibit a bill or bills of complaine in his Majefly’a Cowt of Jéxchequer, againtt any perfon or perfons 
trading, dealing, trafficking, or adventuring in, to, or from the Raft Indies in breach of this Agt, 
or againft any perfon or perfons concerned as agent, fitor, or copartner, with fuch illegal craters, 
for difeovery af fuch trading, dealing, traficking, or adventuring, aud for recovery af uch duties 
to the Crown, and fach damages to tid United Company, as herein-nfwer are mentioned, fo that 
every fach bill contain a waiver or difelaimer of all the penalties and torfeitures incurred by any. 
fach perfon or perfons, for the matters contained in fuch bit; and fuch perfon and perfons fall 
anfwer uke faid bill or bills, ans hall not plead or demur to the difeovery thereby fought, and thal 
pay to his Majefty the cuftoma aud datica of the goods and merchandize arifing, produced, or puts 
chafed, by the faid unlawful trade, trafick, or adventuring, and fall alfa, as a reparation to fiid 
Company in damages, anfwer and pay to the frid Company, for the fame goods aud merehantize, 
after the rate of £.30 per cent. according to the value thereof in Vingland ; and if fuch offender or 
offendera fhall pay the faid duties und cuftoms, or the amount thereof, into his Mijefty’a Exchequer 
for the ule of his Majefty, and the fid damages Lo faid Company, he or they Mall not be profes 
cuted upon auy other branch or provifion of this Ast, for the fame ollence 5 and if fuch bill or bills 
fhall be exhibited at the relation af faid Company, and fhall be difmifled by the faid Court of Tixe 
choquer, in favour of nny defendant or defendants, fnid Company fhall pay to alt and every 
fuch defendant and defendants his and their cots of fait; litt if a deciee thall he obtained 
agalitt the cefindant or defen Janta, he or they fhull pny cofts to his Majetty and tho relators re« 
fpedtively, 


CXLIL. That if before any fuit of profecution fhall be commenced for the recovery of any 
penalty af penalties, or foifeitue ov forfe tues, under the A&, by his Majefly’s Attorney Genes 
ral, or the faid United Company, any common informer or informers fhall go to the Court of 
Diredors of fa'd United Company, and make known to them the offence committed, and inflead 
thereof faid Court of Diredors thall clegt to have the fait or profecution brought or commenced by 
bill or bills of complaint, to be filet} or exhibited in hia Majefly’s Court of Chancery or of Ex. 
chequer at Weltminfter, then and in every fuch cafe there fhall be yielded and paid to fuch coms 
mon informer or informers one third part of the fingle value of the fuld In-ereft and concern when 
rceovered 5 but iffaid Court of Dicedtars tall eledl to have the fait or profecation commenced for 
the penalties or forfeitures by information or ndlion at Jaw, then the faid informer or informers 
fhall and may accordingly fae for the fame at lay, and the fidd information or adtion fhalt be pros 

ceeded 
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eceded upony and fhall not be difcontinued or determined except with the confent of faid United 
Company, or their Court of Dircétors, 


CXLIV. That if the faid United Company halt fick inform, fue, and profecute for any penal 
ty or forfeiture for any of the offences againft the Ag, then the part, hare, and proportion of the 
penalties and forfcitores, otherwife given or appointed by the AG to any other perfon or perfons 
who fhall fue or inform for the fame, thall devolve upon and be to the ufe of fnid United Company, 
although fuch information, fuit, or profecution be commenced by faid United Company after 


lapfe of the time limited by law for the fait, profecution, or information of the common ine 
former, 


OXLY. If aétiona be drought for un‘awful arrefting of perfons found it in the Eaft Indies, Kes 
the defendants may plead the general iffue. 


CXLVI. That fo much of an A& made in the ninth and tenth years of the reign of King 
William the Third, intituled, “ An Ag for raifing a Sum not exceeding wo Millions, upon a 
Fund for Payment of Annuities after the Rate of Kight pounds per Cent, per dun. and for fertling 
the Trade to the Haft Indies,” as infli€ls any penalty or forfeiture for vifiting, haunting, fre« 
quenting, trading, traficking, or adventuring in, to, or from the Eat Indies, or other parts 
before mentioned, contrary to the true meaning of the faid AG; and the whole of an A& made 
in the fifth year of the reign of King George the Virft, intituled, « An Ad for the better fecur~ 
ing the lawful ‘I'rade of His Majcity’s Subjeéts to and from the Batt Indies, and for the more 
efleétually preventing all his Majelly’s Subjeds trading thither under foreign Commiffions 3” and 
fo much of an Aé or Adts aa continues the frid A& of the fifth of King George the Fir; and 
fo much of an Ad of the feventh year of King George the Firfl, intituled, An AQ for the 
farther preventing His Majefly’s Subjeds from trading to the Hafl Indies under Foreign Com. 
miffions, and for encouraging and farther fecuring the lawful ‘Trade thereto, and for farther 
regulating the Pilots of Dover, Deal, and the Ife of Thanet,” as relates to the Panihhment or 
Profecution of Perfons for fhiling, going, or repairing to, or trading, traflicking, or adventur- 
ing In, to, or from the Eatt Indics, or parts aforefnid, to the prejudice of faid United Com. 
pany, contrary to the laws then in being, or to the faid A@s and the whole of an Ad made in 
the ninth year of King George thg Firlt, intituled, « An A& to prevent his Majefty’s Subjedts 
fron fubferibing ov being concerned in encouraging or promoting any Subfeription for an Katt 
India Company in the Auflrian Netherlands, and for the better feouing the lawfal Trade of His 
Majefty’s Subjeéts to and from the Hatt Indies;” and fo much of an At made in the third year 
of King George the Second, intituled, « An AQ for reducing the Annuity or und of the United 
alt India Company, and for afcertaining their Right of Trade to the Fafl Indies, and the Continu- 
ance of their Corporation forthat Purpofe, upon the terms therein mentioned ;” and fo mneh of an 
Act made in the feventcenth year of King George the Second, intituled, “An Ac for granting to 
Tis Majelly the Surplus or Remainder of the Monies arifen or to arife by the Duties on Spirituous 
Liquors, granted by an A& of the Jaf Sefiion of Parliament, and for explaining and amending the 
faid A@. in Relation to the Retailers of fach Liquors, and for eflablithing an Agreement with 
she United Company of Merchants of ingland trading to the Liaft Indies,” as selpedively creates 

n any 
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any penalty or forfeiture, with a reference to the hid AQ of the feventh of King George tha 
Fir, for the mode of fing, diftributing and recovering the fame und fo much of an AG made” 
in the tenth year of his prefent Majeily, indtuled, © An AQ for better regulating Perfons eme 
ployed in the Service of the Eat India Company, and for other Vurpofes therein mentioned,” aa 
fubjeéts any perfons concerned in the illicit trade to, iny or from the Ful Indies therein recited, 
or in any uade thereby made punifhable, to any penalty or penalties s and alfo fo much of an 
Act made in the chirteenth year of his prefent Majefly, intiuled, * An Act for eltablithing cer. 
tnin Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Nail Tndia Company, ay well in 
India as in Europe,” a9 provides for the delivery of any letters or advices to the principal Secre- 
taries of State, or as males it unlawful for any Governor General, or any of the Council of the 
Prefideney of Fort William in Bengal, or any Chief Juflice, or any of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, at Fort William aforefaid, to be concerned in any dealings or tranfactions 
by way of waflick or commerce, and as males it unlawful for any collector, fupervifor, or any 
other of his Majelty’s fubjects emplayed or concerned in the collection of the revenues or the ad- 
minillvation of jultice in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orift, or their agenta or fervants, 
ornny perfon in trait for them, to buy any goods or commodities by way of wade fn thofe pro 
yinces, and to fell again within the fame provinces, and as makes it unlawful for any of iy Ma+ 
jelty'’s fubjeas in the faid provinces to be concerned in the inland trade in fill, bectle nut, to» 
bacco, or rice, except as therein mentioned ; and as makes it unlawful for perfons difmifted from 
or refigning the fervico of fhid Company, or for any free merchant, free mariner, or other pers | 
fon, whofe covenants or agreements with faid Company fhall be expired, to be concerned in any 
trade or commerce in the Eat Indies, other than for the difpofal of his or their flock in hand, 
without the licenfe of frid Company, or fuch Governor General and Council, or Prefident and 
Connell, as therein aro mentioned ; and fo much of the aforefaid Att made in the twenty-firk 
year of his pvafent Majefty as prohibits any of the fervante of fald Company, or other Britith 
fabjects in India, from lending money to any forcign company or foreign European merchants, 
or to purchafe goods in India for and on account of any fuch Companies or merchants, or from 
being concerned in tending money or purchafing goods to furnifh any fach companies or mere 
chants, with the credit of fuch bille of exchange as are defcribed in the faid AG, or as makes 
provifion, by penally or forfeiture, or atherwife, for fecnring the fole und exclufive trade of 
faid United Company, in, to, aigl from the Ealt Indies and parts aforeftid, fubject as therein 
is mentioned, ov na prohibite the Court of Diredtors of faid Company from putting a flop ta any 
fait or fuits, or to remit or mitigate the penalty, damages, or fatisfaction, fought to be recovers 
ed thereby before a final judgment or decree obtained in fuch fuit or finite 5 nnd alfo an Ag made 
in the twenty-fourth year of his Majefly’s reign, inticuled, « An Aét for the better Regulation 
and Management of the Aftairs of the Balt India Company, and the Britith Poftelions in India, 
and for eftablifhing a Court of Jtdicature for tho more fpeedy and eflectugl Trial of Perfons 
accufed of Offences committed in the Kail Indies,’’ fave and except fo much and fiich parts of 
the laft-mentioned A& as relate to the debts of the Nabob of Arcot or the Rajah of Tanjore, or 
as provides for the yedvefs of injuries and wronga to any Rajahs, Zemindare, Polygars, 
"Talookdars, aud other native landholders within the Britith erritories in Jndia, and except fo 


much and fuch parts of the fame AQ as are now in force for providing for, or which relate to 
or 
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or concern the new Court of Judicatine by the faid AG eftablifed for-the more fpeedy and effec. 
“tual trial of perfons fo accufed of offences committed in the Ratt Indies, of any proceedings had 
or to be had by or under the authority of the tuid Court, and not by the A@ varied or altered, 
and alfo except fuch parts of the faid At as provides for the repeat of any former Aét or Asts; 
and alfo an Act made in the twenty-fixth year of his Majefty’s reign, intituled, « An A@ to ex- 
plain and amend certain Provitions of an AG made in the twenty-fourth Year of the Reign of his 
profent Majetly, refpecting the better Regulation and Management of the Afairs of the Batt India 
Company,” excepi fo much thereof as repels any former A& or Ads; and alfo fo much ofan Act 
made in the fame twenty-fixth year of his prefent Majelty, for the further regulation of the wial 
of perfons acenfed of cettain offences committed in the Batt Indies, and for other the purpofes in 
theside of the faid A& mentioned, as makes offences againft any law for fecuring fuch exclulive 
trade as aforefnid to faid United Company, and all forfeitures and penalties for illicitly wading or 
for being in the Eall Indies, profecutable, ov make: any feizure of any hip or goods within the 
limits of the faid exclufive wade cognizable in the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal, or in the refpective Mayor’s Courts of Fort St, George and Bombay, or aa relates to 
perfons whole licenfes Lo go tp or trade or reflde within the limits of tha faid exchifive trade thall 
have cenled and determined, or who fhall have been difmifled from or have refigned the faid’ 
Company's fervice, os as relates to or as makes the powers of arrefting, feizing, remitting, or 
fending to Engtand, any perfon or perfons in the Zaft Indies, or limite nforefuid, or for feizing 
any fips or goods linble to feizure by faid Company, enforceable and executenble by the 
Governor General and Council of Fort William in Bongal, or the Prefidents and Countils 
of Fort Saint George and Bombay refpectively, or the othor perfon and perfons therein mens 
tioned, foal be and are thereby repealed and made void, : 


cL, hi for obviating any doubts which night otherelth arife how fur any of hig Majefty’s 
fabjeQa may, notwithlanding the aforefaid repent of the fuid feveral us or parts of ade, be en 
titled co recover any debts due to them in Great Britain, or in parts beyond the feag, or otherwils 
tu onforce the execution of any contracts or agreements, by reafon of any pretest, to bd fetup by + 
any ather perfon or‘perfons, that fuch debts were contradled, or that Sach contragts or agreemente 
were made, contrary to the reftrictions or prohibitions in the faid a€ls, or fome of them, contained, 
be it further enagted, ‘That it thall not be competent or lawful to or fur any defendant or defendants 
in any fuit or aétion now depending, or hereafter to be brought in any ccurt either in Grent Brix 
tain or in the Katt Indies, to plead or fet up any act or ade, in tho whale or in part repealed by the 
ag, in bar of any fuch fait or adtion, or of any judgment or recovery to be abtained therein, but 
that che plainti® or plaintiffs in all and every fuch fuiig or actions, as well in law as in equity, 
fhall have the fume remedy to recover, and be entitled ta the like judgment, verdict, decree, and 
execution as if the faid ae or parts of atts fo repeated had never been made, any act or atts to the 


contrary uotwithttanding. : 


CLVI. And whereas, by the Charter of Juftice under the Great Seal of Great Britain, bearing 
date the 26th of March, in the fourteenth year of his prefent Majelly’s reign, for ellablithing the 


Supreme Court of Judicature of Kort William in Bengal, his Majelly d’d grayt, onlajn, efablih, 
n2 and 
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and appoint, that the Cid Supreme Court of Judicature Misald be a Court of Adairalty, with 
power and authority to enquite, hear, try, examine, and determing, by the vathy of Bridth fubs 
je€ty, all treatons, murders, piracies, robb ries, felonies, maimings, forclallings, extortions (refs 
putes, ov flancanors, oflences, excefles, and enormitiey, a d maritime caules whatfoever, accords 
i ge to the Inwa und cofoms of the Admiralty of Kngland, dune, perpetrated, or committed apon the 
high feas, rivers, ports, creeks, harbours, and places overllown, within the ebbing and flowing of 
the fea and high water mark, within, about, and throughout the provinces, countries, or dittrichs 
ot Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and the territovies or iflanda adjacent thereto and dependane thereon ; 
the cognizance whereof doth belong to the jurifiction of the Admiralty, ae the fame is ufed and 
exercifed in that part of Great Britain called Mn gland: And whereas doubts have arifen how far 
the jurifdidion of the fid Supreme Court, in criminal matters, is limited by the fhid Charter to 
offences committed on the coats of Rengal, Bahar, and Orda, teritories or iands sofpedtively 
within the ebbing and flowing of the fea nnd high water mark : And inafinach as it is eflontially 
neceftiuy thae che Admiralty jurificion af the faid Supreme Court of Judicatue fhould extend to 
crimes and offences commited on the high fens at large: Lt ia further enacted and declacd, That 
the power and nuthority of the faid Court, granted to them hy the fidd Charter of Juice, thall 
extend and be extended to the high fess, and that the faid Court fhall, by force and virtue of the 
at, have fulk power and authority to enquire, heur, try, examine, and determine, by the oaths of 
honett and lawtul men, being Britith fubjeds, refident in the town of Caleuttay all treafons, niure 
ders, pitac’cs, robberies, felonies, maimings, foreftallings, extortions, tiefpafles, mildemennors, 
offénces, execfita, and enormitics, and niritime caufes whatioeves, according to the Inws and cuiloms 
of the Admiralty of England, done, perpetrated, or committed upon any of the high feasy and 
to fine, imprifon, corredt, punith, chatife, and reform partive guilty) and violators of the Laws, 
in like and in as ample manner, to all intenta and purpofes, ag the faid Court might or could do if 
the fume wore done, perpetra‘ed, or committed within the limits preferibed by the fuid Charter of 
juice, and not otherwife, or in any other manner. 


CLX, Chat every perfon who shall hereafter be cleed a Diredtor of the fnid Company fall, 
within ten days next after his election, and before he fall take that office upon him (five only the 
adminiftering the oath hercineafter mentioned), inflead of the oaths now proferibed to be taken by 
rerfons cleded to be DircAors of the faid Company, take the following oath; (that is to fay), 


TAB. do fwear, that the fum of £2,000 now fanding in my name, of the Rack of the 
United Company of Merchants of Enghind trading to the Hatt Indica, whereof I um elected to be 
a DireGor, doth at this time belong to me in my own right, and not in tut for any other perfon 
or perfons whomfoever: And I do further fivenr, that in cafe I fhall at any time or times, whilit I 
fhall continue to be a Director of the faid Companys have any dealings or bufinefs with the fiid 
Company upon my own account, feparately or in conjunétion with any other perfon or perfons, for 
or in refpedt of buying for or felling to the faid Company any bullion or other goods whatfoover, 
or in making any other bargain or contiact whatfoever, by, to, or with the fid Company, then 
and in every fuch cafe, previous to any treaty or negocltion upon fuch bufincts or bufineftes, 1 
will declare and record the fame upon the, proceedings of the Court or Committee where the 

the 
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the fimo ia to he tranfacted, and that I will withdraw from fuch Court or Committee duting the 
“difeufion thereof, and will not return theretd until after fuck bufinefs or bufineffes thall be decided 
upons And T do fyrther fwear, that I am not dire@tly or indireétly interefted, or concerned, as an 
owner or part owner, of or in any fhipor veflel which at this time is hired or freighted, or is ex« 
peated to be hired or freighted to or for the ufe of the faid Company ; and that during the time I 
fhall continue to be a Mirco of the faid Company, I will not become an owner or part owner of 
any fhip or veflel which is or fhall bo fo freighted, except fagh thips or hares of fhips as fhall come 
to me hy hequeft or marriage, or ag next of kin of any perfon who fhall dic inteNate, and that in all 
fuch cafes I will forthwith give notice in writ’ng to the Court of Direétors of the faid Company of 
my being fo intereled 5 and Ido hereby promife that I will fell and difpofe of my intereft in fuch 
fhipping within twelve months next after my interefl therein Mhall accrue, or in dofault thereof thall 
and will vacate my place and uflice of a Diretor of the faid Company: And further Ido fivear, 
that I will not dire€ly or indirectly accept or take any perqnifitc, emolument, fee, prefent, or 
reward, upon any account whaifoever, or any promife dr engagement for any perquifite, emolu- 
ment, fee, prefent, or reward whatfoever, for or in refped of the appointment or nomination of 
any perfon or perfons to any place or office in the gift or appointment of the faid Company, or of 
me asa Director thereof, or for or on account of ftationing or appointing the voyage or voyages of 
any fhip or fhips in the faid Company's employ, or for or on account of, or any ways relating to, 
any other bufinefa or affairs of the faid Company 5 And I do further fwear, that I will be faithful 
to the faid Company, and according to the bett of my tkill and underftanding, give my belt ad~ 
vico, counfel, and aftittance for the fupport of the good government of the faid Company, and 
during my continuance in the faid Company, will not at any time or times fhip, lade, fend, diredt 
or canfe to be fent from England, or any other conntry, to the Balt Indica, or other parts within 
the limite wherein the fuld’'Company may lawfully trade by virtue of their Charter of Incorporation, 
or bring frum thence, for my private account, any goouls, coins, or other merchandizes, contrary 
toan AQ of Parliament made in the thirty-third year of the reign of his Majefty King George the 
"Third, intituled [tere infias the title of this ag]: And 1 do further faithfully promife and fwear, 
that in the office of a Jiredor of the fiid Company, I will be indifferent and equal to all manner 
of perfons, and will in all things faithfully and honeftly demean myfelf according to the befl of my 
fill and underftanding, So help me God, 


CUXL And whereas, by an aét made in the eighteenth year of the reign of his Inte Majelty King 
George the Second, intituled, « An AQ for repealing the prefent Inland Duty of Your Shillings 
per Pound Weight upon all ‘Tea fold in Great Britain, and for granting to His Majefty certain 
other Inland Duties in lien thereof; and for better fecuring the Duty upon Tea, and other Duties 
of Excife; and for purfaing Oflendere out of one County into another 3” and by an aét made 
in the thirteenth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, intiuled, « An Ad to allow a Draw- 
back of the Duties of Cufloms on the Exportation of ‘Tea to any of His Mujelty’s Colonies or 
Plantations in America; to encreafe the Depofit on Bohen Tea to be fold at the Matt India Com- 
pany's Sales, nud to empower the Commiffioners of the 'Treafary to grant Licenfes to the Mutt 
India Company to export 'I'ea Duty fice 5” every perfon who fhould, at any public fale of tea 


made by fuid United Company, be declared to be the belt bidder for any lor or lots of tea, is 
required 
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required, within three days after being fo declared the belt bidder o1 bidders for the fame, to make 
fuch depofits with faid United Company, for every uh and for every cheil of ten, ay in the faid 
refpedive acts are mentioned, under and fabjeet to fuch tegulations, fuilvitures, punalties, and 
difabilities, as in the fame at are mentioned: And whereas it ix expedient so vary the time of 
paying the frid depotity 5 ic ig ena@ed, ‘hat, fiom and alter the commencement of the a, the 
provilion made in the fiid recited adta, with refpe® to the time of paying the fald depofita, fhalt 
ceafe; and thatin refpedl of all tea fold ac the faid Company's fales, at any time fiom and aftey 
the commencement of this aa, the Fi depofits Mall be paid at fueh tines as is thereinatter 
mentioned, 


CLXIL That all fuits and profecutions for any thing done under or by virtue of the act {att 
he commenced within the {pace af Uuee years after the caufe of complaint fhall have arifeny, or; 
being done in Gieat Rritsin, in the abfence of any perfon beyond fea agg uieved thereby, then 
within the {pace of three years nest after the return of fuch perfon te Grent Britain, 


CLXIN, That fo much and fuch parts of the adt, in sefpeel whereof no particular time or times 
of commencement is or are herein named ar appointed, fhall have commencement in Great Bris 
tain immedintely after the ad fhall have iveeived his Majelly’s royal afents and in the Eat 
Indive, and other parts and limits aforefaid, fiom tho aft of Mebruay 1794. 
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